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DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE 
What is Your Story? 
Acceptance, Achievement, Affirmation

While on our spring trip, thirty-five students cross the dune onto 
Scusset Beach and wander their separate ways. One sits off to the 
side engrossed in his novel, another gets out energy jogging down 
the beach. Four run down to the frigid water and dip their toes; 
one jumps in, the other three eventually follow.  Another few sit 
together and dig in the sand.  Another one finds a dead crab and 
studies its shell… Over the next hour, students roam in and out of 
different groups, take time to be alone, try out skipping rocks or 
puzzling over some piece of beach detritus, go on walks, sit and 
talk and socialize. To the casual observer, this may look like just 
hanging out; to me, this is powerful learning.

What I see on this little jaunt to the beach is each student 
being comfortable showing their true self, which is no small 
accomplishment at any age. To feel affirmed in your uniqueness 
during adolescence, when there are so many internal and external 
pressures on kids, is indeed a powerful thing. It is easy at this 
age to define oneself as what you are not. Teens tell themselves, 
“I am not good at math, I am not a singer, I am not pretty or 
skinny enough…” The one thing many adolescents are not (yet) is 
confident, independent individuals—and that must be one of the 
key learning goals for high school. 

At Compass, we try to focus students on what they are rather than 
what they are not. Through widely diverse learning experiences—
from class time to building clean-up to Health Day to Project 
Week—students are asked to find and show their true self.  
As we see each other in such varied settings, we are reminded that 

no one is a superstar at everything, nor does anyone struggle with 
every endeavor. 

Every student is known well here—the student who struggles with 
writing may be a hero on Mountain Day, hilarious on spring trips, 
super helpful during Winterm, a problem solver in science class, 
and a really good vacuumer! The great writer may be reserved 
about speaking up in class, but exacting in conducting science 
experiments, creative in the arts, and talented as a cook. 

Once we overtly acknowledge that every individual has strengths 
and challenges, it is much easier to be open to and accepting of each 
person’s unique qualities. Helping teens appreciate others in this 
way is a wonderful life lesson we are proud to impart at Compass. 

Feeling accepted is an important foundation for incoming 
students. But acceptance is merely the foundation for building 
identity. Our aim is for each student to feel honored for their 
unique qualities and proud of who they are. We want our students 
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“I write different ly, I think different ly, I express myself different ly, I see different ly.  
That will keep evolving and changing my whole life, I’m sure.” 

- Traven Gaffney, Grade 12

Continued on Page 2

Jasmyn hangs her art
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to tell the world their story, to feel affirmed for who they are, to 
develop self-awareness, and to find their own direction.

A large part of the Compass experience is supporting students to 
figure out who they are and what story they want to tell the world. 
Sure, we are open minded and accepting—as long as the child holds 
up their end of the bargain by being a good student, we don’t care 
if you are tall or short, rich or poor, straight or gay, have your 
natural hair color or some more “creative” dyed hair, wear the 
most current fashions or have your own clothes sensibilities, or 
maybe most importantly, whether you have struggled in school in 
the past or not. Compass offers each child the chance for a clean 
slate upon which to write their story.

But identity is not forged out of thin air. It is through experience 
that students expand their horizons and learn what they can be; it 
is through accomplishment they identify their talents and learn 
what brings them gratification. This knowledge of one’s self is the 
second leg of the triangle of self-esteem.

The third leg is affirmation. It is wonderful if one can find one’s 
own path. But unless blessed with unusual self-confidence, there 
are likely times when one still questions oneself. Most of us 
need the approval of others and this is where the community of 
Compass comes in. 

There is a passive kind of affirmation (that is actually quite valued 
by teens) when we allow others the space to be themselves without 
judgment or name calling or funny looks. We more actively 
affirm others when they feel included—every student is part of 
exploratories (considered optional extracurricular programming 
in most schools), able to go on spring trips or travel internationally 

Continued From Page 1

ANNUAL AWARDS
Volunteer of the Year 
Connie Kincaid-Brown 
 
Friend of Compass Award 
Jim Loney, Hal Wilkens and 
Wesfield Construction

Vermont Honor Scholar 
Jasmyn Atsalis-Gogel

Middle School Spring Trip

on the 11th grade Global Connections trip, engage in senior 
projects, portfolios, and all aspects of the Compass program. 
This inclusion sends the message that we believe in every child 
and their capacity to contribute in all these varied experiences. 
And more explicitly, we affirm students in a myriad of ways: 
Through commendations at all-school meeting, at their individual 
portfolio roundtables where a group devotes time and attention 
to celebrating growth, at graduation where every senior has the 
opportunity to speak, with hand-drawn diplomas that reflect the 
unique qualities of each student.   

As adults, we tend to focus on academic achievement as the 
primary goal of high school education. Clearly, progress on 
academics—increasing students’ knowledge, developing academic 
skills, deepening understanding, and encouraging critical 
thinking—are crucial as teens move towards life beyond high 
school into the world of work, higher education, and the larger 
community. 

For students, the priorities can be quite different. The most 
immediate concern for most adolescents is not so much what is 
Boyle’s Law or the Pythagorean Theorem or who was President 
during the New Deal but who am I, what is my place in the world, 
how do I matter? 

To be truthful, the academic side of things is probably much easier 
for us as adults. We are more comfortable teaching to students as 
it can be more distant from emotion, internal turmoil, or value 
judgments. While we may wish that academics would be enough to 
set kids up for their future, establishing one’s identity is a critical 
piece not only for what can be turbulent years of adolescence, but 
for our lives well beyond high school.

-Rick Gordon

Governor's Institute 2015 
Celia Wilson          
Rory Struthers                     
Taylor Drinker    
Nolen Donovan  
 Skye Rhomberg  
Nicholas Mitchell  
Morgan Brooke-deBock  
Lucas  Saunders  
Gabe Morse   
Quinn Oliver 
David Stern 
Silas Holmes

“I’d like to take all the credit for my son being 
able to figure out what to do, but really the 
credit goes to all of you at Compass. The way 
you teach, the freedom you give children, the 
way children are given ownership over their 
learning, the way you give them multiple 
ways to figure things out, to think on their 
own, to take responsibility, I could go on and 
on. But really the main point is you have and 
are giving him the tools he needs to figure 
out life and surprise situations. So thanks 
for all you do at Compass, the approach you 
take both in teaching and interacting with 
children and again always thinking of ways 
to prepare children for the future.”                                                       

 –Molly Oglesby, Parent
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RACHEL DURANTE - CLASS OF 2012
Current Location: Goucher College    Major: Theater    Minor: Psychology

What you are doing now: I’m in Goucher's female a cappella group, the Reverend's 
Rebels. I am also avidly involved in the Salsa dancing club. Last semester I performed 
in four plays, one musical, a voice recital, a film, and countless a cappella shows. This 
was all on top of my academic classes, which included a philosophy ethics course, 
Intro to Anthropology, and a few more theater based classes. 

Where you think you are heading: Possibly a graduate program for theater, 
specifically acting. Or something involving Theater for Social Change. Or finding 
a theater to work at and teach or direct. Right now I am just trying to make 
connections and develop good networking strategies. My main goal for right now is 
to continue my growth as a performer, which will be the main focus of my studies 
next semester, which I will be spending at the Accademia dellArte in Tuscany, Italy.

Most interesting experience at Compass: Going to the Dominican Republic in 
my junior year. It was a completely transformative two weeks. The fact that we were 
actually immersed in the culture by living in rural home stays and were forced to 
speak the Spanish language was really valuable because I learned how much more 
meaningful your travel experience can be if you are not being a tourist. The DR trip 
was part of my reason for choosing Goucher, because I was so excited about their 
mandatory study abroad requirement. 

How Compass has helped you in your current life: Compass really encouraged me to think for myself, which has helped me get to 
where I am today. It has also allowed me to discover what I am truly passionate about and explore my interests in a way that incorporates 
them into my schoolwork, which I would not have been able to do anywhere else. The close connection between the teachers and students 
at Compass is something I will always cherish, and whenever I take a class at Goucher I find myself striving to have a meaningful 
connection with them, even if I know I'll just be having one class with them. 
Anything you want to communicate to people in the Compass community: In the moment, sometimes you never quite realize 
what you have. When I was at Compass I was certainly enjoying my experience but I don't think I understood quite how lucky I was to 
be receiving this kind of education. I am so grateful and if it weren't for Compass, I do not think I would be the compassionate, open-
minded person that I am today. 

ALUMNI PROFILE

Math Class
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1-1 Computer Initiative 
Led by a Winterm student group, we have been exploring 
partnering with the Tarrant Institute out of UVM to implement 
1-1 computer access for students at Compass in future years. While 
we are appropriately leery of the challenges related to computer 
technology, we are also well aware that this technology is here to 
stay and will be a big part of our students’ lives. The main goals of 
the 1-1 program are to improve equity by assuring every student has 
access to a computer device, increase personalization of learning 
by expanding opportunities for diverse learning experiences, 
and to encourage teachers and schools to think critically about 
the learning process. We greatly value that the Tarrant Institute 
doesn’t impose any particular technology expectations for partner 
schools but supports each school in incorporating technology to 
enhance its program. 

The primary areas we think we will be looking into include: 

• Digital portfolios with more individualized pathways to 
demonstrate graduation proficiencies

• Class management systems to help students organize their 
work 

• Considering teaching approaches that use the power of the 
internet and computers to help more students achieve success.

Rosie's Place 
On a cold day in April, 8th graders survived washing cars to raise 
money to pay for a meal they would serve at Rosie’s Place, a shelter 
for homeless women in Boston. Community service is always part 
of the 8th grade spring trip, and this experience complements other 
experiences students have in seeing the diverse life experiences of 
people's lives in the city.  

Handmade Guitar 
Rory Struthers, '16, together with his father built a beautiful 
guitar from recycled materials. Rory created an on-line auction 
to fundraise for the 11th grade trip the Dominican Republic that 
took in over $1000.  Rory’s craftsmanship fit well with his comp 
requirements, as an example of creating art, making something 
functional, and producing something for a real world audience.  
This has led Rory, along with his father, to develop a business plan 
to build and sell guitars.

Governor's Institute Attendance 
Compass once again will have the highest per capita Governor’s 
Institute attendance in the state, with 12 students taking part in 
these summer learning programs hosted at colleges throughout 
Vermont. Our students will join with students from throughout the 
state in the institutes on Entrepreneurship, Arts, Informational 
Technology and Digital Arts, and Engineering.  

In Memory of Board Member Ryan Ostebo 
Compass School and the whole local community lost a tremendous 
supporter with the passing of former board member Ryan Ostebo 
this winter. Ryan embodied the traits we wish all our students 
grow to emulate: Respect, enthusiasm, generosity, compassion, 
understanding, and community mindedness. Ryan’s memorial 
service reflected how many lives he touched, from his long time 
hockey buddies to his insurance business colleagues to his choral 
singing companions to the countless community efforts he was 
so actively a part of. We were honored to have Ryan find value in 
Compass and can never express adequately our appreciation for 
his contributions to the school and community. He will be missed.

NOTEWORTHY NEWS
Winter Olympics
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Jasmyn Atsalis-Gogel Learning to be a Steward of the Earth

Ren Chock Creation of an Original Comic Strip 

Theo Sutton Peru Travel and Art 

Anja Alden Dance for Social Change

Traven Gaffney Photography in Portugal, Spain and Morocco 

Josef Biersack A Psychological Study of Body Language

Isaac Gelineau Russian Novels and Culture

SENIOR PROJECTS

New College of Florida
Hampshire College

Erasmus University College
Rotterdam 

COLLEGE ACCEPTANCES 2015
Leiden University College 
The Hague

Maastricht University College

Art of Saul Steinberg Theo in Peru for his Senior Project

Working in the Art Lab
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Anderson, Cher 
Anderson, J. Eric
Atsalis, Katina
Bedros, Shirley & Aram
Bennett, Frederick
Bingham, Diana
Blake, Roxane M.
Bourne, Elizabeth W.
Clark, Ronnie & Sandra
Clay, Gary
Cowan, Rick
The Clowes Fund
Cramer, Nichael & Washburn,   
     Crystal
Danforth, Will & Laurie
Donovan, Jaime
Dorman, Dean
Durante, Michael & Ellyn
Edwards, Ross
Fiorillo, Michele
Fish, Jesse D.
Fox, Ari

Gentile, Ralph
George A. Dascomb Trust
Gianotti, Laura & Dean
Gordon, Shirley & Herbert
Grall, Kim & Greene, Jeff
Guarino, Susan
Handy, Charmion
Hodgkins & Sons, Inc
Hodson, Wm. Alan
Fanny Holt Ames and Edna Louise
     Holt Fund 
Hunter, Charles W.
Joy Wah Restaurant
Mackey, Mary & Donald
McKenzie Family Foundation
Morse, Gabriel
Morton, Anne 
NGM Charitable Foundation
Northwestern Mutual Foundation
Ogorzalek, John
Ostebo, Ryan & Hepburn, Mary
Peake, Matt & Goldman, Leslie

Quimby, Linda & David
Ramsey, Tina & Michael
Rhomberg Eric 
Rinder, Craig & Linda
Rowell, Susan
Ryan, M. Sue & Anthony
Salamin, Tim
Sawyer Family Band
Schadt, Sandra
Schreiber, Wilson
Shaw, Rachael & Bryan
Singleton, Lyssa
Steckler, Philip & Marcia
Stern, Meg
Sutton, Eaddy
Swanson, Suzanne
Swing, Devereux
Szuch, Julie
The Richards Group 
Target Stores
VanOrder, Lillian & Bill
Weller & Michal Architects, Inc.

DONOR LIST
The following have contributed to our Annual Giving and Scholarship Program or provided grants in the past year.  
Thanks to all who help Compass live its mission to help every student have access to a school where he or she can find success.

Westminster Auto Service
Wilkins, Hal
Wilson, Laurie & Michael
Wojcik, Janice E. 

8th Grade Service at Rosie’s Place

“We are so thankful 
for Compass, where 
the teachers always 
are looking out for 
the best interest of 
students.”                                                 

  –Patrick Gaffney, 
parent
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BUDGET OVERVIEW

Income ($1,079,000)

Expenses ($1,079,000)

Global Connections in the Dominican Republic

Compass provides a rich program on a frugal budget. It’s a 
tribute to all who make so much wonderful learning happen 
with limited funds.

70%	  

3%	  

17%	  

9%	  

Tui+on	  

Special	  Educa+on	  

Financial	  Aid	  

Fundraising	  

57%	  

18%	  

13%	  

6%	  
6%	  

Teacher	  Salary	  and	  
Benefits	  

Occupancy	  Costs	  

Administra@on	  

Program	  

Special	  Educa@on	  

70%	  

3%	  

17%	  

9%	  

Tui+on	  

Special	  Educa+on	  

Financial	  Aid	  

Fundraising	  

57%	  

18%	  

13%	  

6%	  
6%	  

Teacher	  Salary	  and	  
Benefits	  

Occupancy	  Costs	  

Administra@on	  

Program	  

Special	  Educa@on	  

Science of Simple Machines
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It came about in conversation in the office the other day that there 
are some interesting similarities between Compass graduates and 
drought-resistant plants.  Allow me to explain.

One of the hallmarks of drought-resistant plants is a root system 
that includes small fine root diameters, considerable root length 
density and a long, deep tap-root. This allows a plant to take 
advantage of water when it’s available on the surface, but also to 
survive well with water deep under the ground in drier conditions. 
Students develop similar characteristics during their time at 
Compass. They learn how to take advantage of opportunity when 
it abounds, but they are able to do an amazing amount with 
limited resources.

Consider, for example, how students learn about relationships.  
When students first come to Compass, they are matched with an 
adult advisor who meets with them together with a small group of 

other students their same age, and this group works together until 
the students graduate. They get to know each other as people and 
practice building and deepening those connections throughout 
their time in school. A quality tap root for school, to be sure, but 
there are a great many other paths, other tendrils, that support 
this very important social skill.  There’s Mountain Day, Compass 
Day, Winter Carnival, Global Connections, Spring Trips, Giving 
Day, portfolio roundtables, and innumerable projects and group 
activities where students deepen their connections to other. The 
list is considerable, diverse and interconnected in all the ways that 
good learning opportunities should be.

Inevitably, our students move one from here and head out to 
“the real world.” They are no longer under the protection of 
home and school.  Yet, armed with the ability to develop quality 
relationships, they are much better equipped to thrive than many 
of their peers. This is just one example of many in which Compass 
helps students become “drought-resistant”.

It is the way of things that high school graduates will enter a 
world that is full of hardships—a world being redefined socially 
and politically, with a challenging economy and few easy career 
paths. The ground is dry everywhere and many will find it hard to 
survive. Compass graduates will have their share of difficulties, 
too, but they have learned very important skills that have readied 
them well to find their water. They’ve practiced building quality 
relationships, with peers and adults. They’ve learned to think both 
critically and creatively. They’ve made conscious choices about 
where they want to go in life and have used school and community 
well to prepare them for that journey. They’ll do just fine until the 
rains come.

- Brian Whitehouse

L E A R N I N G C O M M U N I T Y D E M O C R A C Y D I R E C T I O N

COMPASSSCHOOL

BUILDING STRONG ROOTS

P.O. Box 177
7892 US Route 5
Westminster Station, VT 05159

Phone: (802) 463-2525
Fax: (802) 463-2520
E-Mail: info@compass-school.org

www.compass-school.org

PARTING THOUGHTS 
“It is interesting to look back through the years and see how my  
thinking process has changed. From my perspectives about school 
assignments to my thoughts on the mind, nature or religion, 
my thinking process is ever changing. Every new idea or person 
introduced has given me more depth of knowledge from which 
to draw and a better ability to critically consider every situation. 
From what to eat to whom to believe, every moment is made up 
of uncountable amounts of decisions that could affect your life in 
unseen ways. In every moment I strive to be conscious of what is 
going on and how it will affect the world, so that I can be the best 
that I can. ”

–Jasmyn Atsalis-Gogel, Grade 12

Winter Carnival Flag Making


