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DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE 
On Growth

As the school year reaches its end, the 12th graders show their 
readiness to graduate, engaging us in thoughtful, interesting, 
mature discussions about their Senior Projects or Portfolios, 
presenting to diverse audiences, and ruminating on the future 
of their lives. Seeing them at this stage, it is sometimes hard to 
appreciate how far they have come in their time at Compass. 

What happened to the hyperactive child who kicked a rock 
through the front door? Or the contentious middle schooler 
arguing about anything that seemed unfair? Or the ones who 
said they never do well in school? Or were so reserved they barely 
spoke up in class? Or couldn’t imagine going on a trip outside 
school and were anxious to the point of freezing up about any new 
experience?

Who knew how much each of them was capable of before 
coming to Compass? Most had never traveled outside the US, 
jumped off a cliff into a waterfall, been a teaching assistant, 
taught their own exploratory class, recorded an album, made a 
radio program, produced a movie, scripted a 10-minute play, built 
an electric generator, created a haunted house, made a uniquely 
personalized gift, cleaned the bathroom, or made the honor roll. 
Who knew each would grow to write a ton of honest, thoughtful 
reflective letters, to realize how one’s actions impact others, to 
show courage in the face of challenge, to find success in school? 

When did these students learn that it’s okay to make mistakes, 
to ask for help, to believe in yourself and believe in others? When 
did they learn it can be cool to do well in school, learn others value 
you with all your strengths and shortcomings,  learn that we are  
all learning?

Yes, a lot of this is just the fact that our students get older in the 
time they’re here. Regardless of school related experiences, they 
would have gotten taller, been better at self-regulation, showed 
greater maturity. As much as we like taking credit for students’ 
admirable growth, we know our impact is limited. Yet at the same 
time, these students have been shaped by their experiences at 
Compass. Although some can think our schedule and program 
might appear chaotic I hope that, looking back, our graduates 
can see its purposefulness, intentionality, and rather remarkable 
consistency, perhaps most logically because of the consistency 
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“I’ve grown a lot this year at Compass. I now feel more confident in my classes and have become a genuine
part of the community. I see myself as someone who has a bright future, and as a person people can depend 
on. I like who I’m becoming.”  – Chandre Pero, ‘20
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of beliefs and practices among our exceptionally dedicated and 
talented staff. 

We believe high school is not just preparation for more school 
but should prepare graduates for life beyond school. We know 
that after a student leaves high school, we won’t be around 
to assign work, direct their time, help them manage money, 
negotiate relationships, show up on time, make decisions or do the 
myriad tasks that are involved in being a competent, responsible, 
independent adult. 

That’s why, when we’re on trips, the standard teacher response 
may be, “I don’t know. Figure it out.” It’s why we have assignments 
that allow students to figure out how to generate electricity or 
create an infographic. It’s why we give students choices about 
topics to investigate for the Decades Museum or for the science 
fair. Why students make the case to each other for who best 
represents the American Dream. Why students have Independent 
Project “Comp” time and Project Week and Senior Project where 
they each have to find personal interests to pursue. This is why 
they pick where the Global Connections trip goes, and then help 
plan the itinerary. Why they do lunch and building clean up. Why 
we have grade level seminars to teach cooking, shomec (a mashup 
of shop and home ec), financial literacy, and other life skills. 
Why we have judiciary and town meeting and student council to 
practice being democratic citizens. Why we’re honest and open 
and transparent and don’t sugar coat challenges. These choices 
reflect our belief in each and every student to become strong, 
courageous, capable, independent young adults who can pursue 
their dreams and make a positive difference in the world.

We don’t know exactly what graduates need to succeed in the 

world ahead, but we do know that all will need academic skills 
of reading and writing and research and critical thinking. They 
also need to be able to make decisions, problem solve, manage 
time and resources, be organized, take initiative, be adaptable, 
communicate skillfully, maintain perspective and always be 
ready to laugh. We believe if we adults try to direct and control 
everything students do for their high school years, and then hope 
they miraculously will become responsible, independent adults, 
we will be sorely disappointed. Rather, we believe (and know 
from our 19 years existence) that individuals develop capacity, 
confidence, and judgment by facing new experiences, solving 
problems, making choices, and sometimes stumbling — all the 
while taking responsibility for their actions, learning from 
experiences, and moving ahead one step at a time. 

This brings me back to the awe-inspiring growth we so 
appreciate witnessing at year’s end. It is because of these 
experiences that students are at this point — not just full of 
possibility, but full of accomplishments, from bigger ones such 
as navigating travel in Cuba, writing honest reflection letters, 
and completing a really big senior project to smaller, but equally 
important ones, such as remembering to bring a pencil to class, 
making someone smile, or showing kindness to others (and 
themselves).  Maybe their greatest accomplishment, however, is 
their learning to value others, and themselves, for the special gifts 
we know each of them brings to the world.

Rick Gordon, Director 
rick.gordon@compass-school.org
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ALUMNI PROFILE
CHEYENNE VAUGHN, CLASS OF 2013
Graduated Bennington College, 2017
What are you doing now?  I am working as a freelance writer and editor: 
as a contributing writer for the Keene Sentinel, a copy-writer for various 
small businesses in the area, and as an editor for published writers and 
working professionals throughout the Northeast. I have also been working 
as a part-time nanny for four girls aged seven months to six years, so every 
day is different! On one day I’ll be jumping on a trampoline or hunting for 
caterpillars and the next I’ll be interviewing a pilot or a student activist. 

What are your future plans?  I am preparing to travel in Europe this 
fall and transitioning into full-time work as a writer and editor. Although 
I am keeping my mind open to lots of different kinds of work within my 
field, my long-term goal is to move into long-form journalism. Even while 
at Compass I was drawn to projects that allowed me to explore a story in 
an expansive way, whether that was a “feature” for film class or a book of 
photography for my senior project. Long-form journalism, which allows 
one to delve deeply into a single subject, is in many ways a natural extension 
of the kind of projects that I have been doing since I was ten years old.

What was your most interesting experience at Compass?  Learning at 
Compass was always varied; between exploratories, community service, 
trips, winterm, mountain day and regular class projects, no two days were 
ever alike. I have particularly fond memories of learning that happened 
outside of the traditional classroom setting: our service/learning trip to the 
Dominican Republic, a neuro-psychology class that had us holding human 
brains and talking to scientists studying the behavior patterns of monkeys, a religion class in which we visited a mosque, the list goes  
on and on...

How Compass has helped you in your current life?   Compass shaped the way I present myself. I was routinely asked to research and 
present information in verbal, visual, and written formats. The discussions and debates that happened in the classroom (and the woods, 
and the lunch room, and just about everywhere else) helped prepare me for seminar classes in college and for the many times in life when 
one must clearly synthesize, explain, and defend ideas. The learning environment at Compass was simultaneously challenging and 
supportive; I was encouraged to speak my mind, but then asked to explain. This confidence which Compass helped me develop, I would 
say, is the single most important thing I left Compass with (along with my cool, handmade diploma).

What do you value most about your Compass experience?  I value the close and constructive relationships I developed with my 
teachers and the lasting friendships I developed with my peers—even today two of my best friends I met freshman year at Compass. 
Being a student at Compass is not only about learning deeply and widely (although it’s definitely about that), it’s about learning how to 
be a member of a community.

Cheyenne, 2018

Nicaragua Travelers
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Nicaragua Trip 
Nine 11th graders were joined by two teachers for an incredible 
cultural experience in Nicaragua for our Global Connections trip 
in early May. We had a wonderful connection for our first week, 
working with the La Mariposa Spanish School, where we had 
Spanish lessons, and participated in community service projects. 
The juniors worked with kids in a pre-school program, gardening, 
and constructing a straw bale building they will use for therapy for 
disabled kids, and went on excursions to the volcano, a pineapple 
farm, a cooking class, and to a ceramics studio. We also spent 
hours at the soccer field in our small village, playing with kids 
of all ages, visiting in their homes, and taking pictures of many 
smiling faces. The second week involved surf lessons in the Pacific, 
zip-lining in the forest, and volcano surfing on a shockingly steep 
slope, as well as exploring the cities of Leon and San Juan del Sur. 
It’s always impressive how accepting our students are of living 
in vastly different conditions, easily negotiating the dirt floors 
or animals on the loose or middle of the night rooster crowing. 
While learning about life in other countries and cultures is an 
important aspect of these trips, it is even more powerful to see the 
opportunities travel provides for students to step out of their shell, 
stretch in new ways, expand their horizons, and to find they are 
more capable and competent than they ever may have imagined. 

Spring Trips  
Following our regular rotation, the high school was in New York 
City, 8th grade in Boston and 7th grade in Burlington for our 
Spring Trips. These travels are important preparation for the 
more ambitious Global Connections experience, as students gain 
practice being away from home, being responsible for their money 
and belongings, looking out for themselves and their peers, and 
being more aware of how one’s actions affect others around you. 
Simply gaining spatial awareness waiting on the subway platform 
or marching through a park is useful practice for the challenges of 
travel in a foreign speaking country in the developing world.

NOTEWORTHY NEWS
Innovation Awards Day at the Statehouse

Bringing Back Bingo 
As part of our fundraising efforts for Nicaragua, we revived 
Thursday night Bingo that was a tradition in Bellows Falls since 
when the building was used by the Elks Club. It was great to bring 
together a diverse age range of people from in and outside the  
school for what was a fun evening for all. The first Bingo night 
was so successful, we held another in April and plan to host Bingo 
every other month next year (probably on the 3rd Thursday).  
Come join the fun!

20th Anniversary Plans 
It seems incredible that next year will be the 20th year of Compass 
School!  We hope to celebrate this milestone in various ways, 
including an event to bring together alumni, founders, teachers, 
parents, and the larger community. The trickiest part is tracking 
down Compass alums—we’d be appreciative if you can e-mail 
school or call to get us your contact information. Look for updates 
at the 20th year events on our website or Facebook page.

Compass Sweeps Award for Innovative Education 
Over twenty students attended the Independent School Education 
Innovator Awards in Montpelier as part of National School Choice 
Week and came home with four prizes! Open to all schools in 
the state, these awards are intended to expand the recognition 
for all who participate in creating innovative, personalized, and 
effective educational environments. Compass received awards for 
Educator, Student, Parent and the overall School award – we are 
thrilled and honored.

The video submitted as part of the application process is on the 
school website, capturing the voices of students speaking about 
how choosing to come to Compass has changed their lives. Both 
the video and the awards are a testament to our dedicated teachers 
and staff, and to our entire school community — hooray!
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Elijah Alexander Is Digital Music Production a Possible Career for Me?

Andre Bingham What Makes a Quality Rap Song?: Writing and Analyzing Rap Lyrics

Morgan Brooke-deBock Writing and Filming an Astronomy Documentary

Daniel Graves Is an EMT a Possible Career for Me?

Sophie Guerrina Planning a Local Teen Poetry Slam from the Ground Up

Alyssa Harvey Creating with Clay: Pottery Internship

Silas Holmes How Can I Improve my Writing Skills by Writing Game Reviews?

Dakotah Luebbert Why Do We Enjoy Animation?: Creating Original Animation

Audrey Maples Construction and Creativity in Making a Van a Home

Charles Matchett Renovation and Relocation: From Public Library to Clothing Store

Nicholas Mitchell How Does a Telescope Work and What Does it Take to Make One?

Gabriel Morse Preparing for an Architectural Career

Skye Rhomberg Pushing My Musical Boundaries with Composition and Production

Ciara Rickard-O'Connor Making Connections Between Socio-Economics, Mental Health, and Social Class

Lucas Saunders How Difficult is it to be a Self-Educated Mechanic?: Repairing a 1992 Toyota Pickup

Sequoyah Stevens-Mills Examining the Connections Between Body Image and Ballet in Girls

Olivia Veale Who am I as a Musician?: Exploration of Music Theory, Flute, and Improvisation

SENIOR PROJECTS

Belmont
Bennington
Champlain
Clark
Colby
Eckerd
Fullsail
Goucher
Hampshire
Hartford
Lewis and Clark
MCLA
Middlebury
Northern Vermont

Norwich
Prescott
Quinnipiac
RIT 
Roger Williams
Simmons
University of 
   Southern Maine 
UVM
Vassar
Vermont Tech
Western New   
    England

2018 COLLEGE  
ACCEPTANCES

Rehabilitating the School Garden



Page 6 Compass School Journal

ABRH, LLC
Anderson, J. Eric
Atwood, Jacklyn
Bedros, Shirley & Aram
Blake, Roxane M.
Bourne, Elizabeth W.
Brooke, Margaret
Brooke-deBock, Carol & Will
Brubaker, Philip & Behling,  
     Esther
Chroma Technology Corporation
Clark, Angela
Clark, David
Clark, Ronnie & Sandra
ClearChoiceMD
Coutant, Vivienne
Cramer, Maera
Cramer, Nichael & Washburn, 
     Crystal
Crowder, Harlan
Dinnany, Edward & Carolyn
Donovan, Jaime
Edwards, Ross
Edwatch Vermont, Inc.
Fadden, Carolyn
Fiorillo, Michele & Anthony

Follensbee, Dennis & Maria
Follensbee-Hall, Angie
Galandak, Robert & Mary Ann
Galandak-O’Connor, Kimberly
Gordon, Herbert & Shirley
Gordon, Marcia
Gordon, Rick
Graves, Patricia & John
Handy, Charmion
Handy, Gail
Hodgkins & Sons, Inc
Hodson, Louise 
Hunter, Charles W.
Huppe, Jennifer
Hutchison, Charlie & Lucy
Ielpi Major, Yesenia & David
JMG Trading, Inc.
Kaplan, Wendy
Kuriki, Maya
Lane, Siiri
Luebbert, Dakotah
Mackey, Mary & Donald
Macko, Katherine
Mark, Darren & LaVerdi, 
     Diane
Marks-Cook, Katherine

McEnaney & Company
Mitchell, Nicholas
Morse, Charles
Morse, Gabriel
Mullen & Voronin, James & 
     Virginia
Nelken, Miranda
O’Beirne, Ellen
Ogorzalek, John
Peake, Matt & Goldman, Leslie
Peters, Susan & John
PK’s Public House
Pucciarello, Asher & Gorham, 
     Ann Marie
Pushkal, Janet Thérèse
Quimby, Linda & David
Ramsey, Tina & Michael
Rinder, Craig & Linda
Rochester, Meghan
Rosenbaum, Ike
Rotary Club of Bellows Falls
Ryan, Emi
Ryan, Laura & Kelly
Salamin, Stephen & Mather, 
     Abigail
Saunders, Ernie

DONOR LIST
The following have contributed to our Annual Giving and Scholarship Program or provided grants in the past year.  
Thanks to all who help Compass live its mission to help every student have access to a school where they can find success.

Saunders, Lucas
Sawyer, Mathew
Schaefer, Wyatt
Schreiber, Wilson
Shapiro, Gary & Dana
Shapiro, Karen
Shaw, Bryan
Shuster, Kathryn G.
Siegel, Brenda
Singleton, Lyssa
Snyder, Melissa
Solin, Randi
Souza, Bruce
Stern, Meg
Stevens, William
Swanson, Suzanne
Swing, Devereux
Taylor, Bob & Sue
Taylor, Julia
The Clowes Fund, Inc.
The Holt Fund
The Richards Group 
The Tarrant Institute
Thompson Trust
Thurston, Betsy
Thurston, Glenna

Van Order, Alan & Kate
Van Order, Bill & Lillian
VanAlstyne, Janet & David
Virkstis, Richard & Harriet
Vitale, Sara
Ward, Donna
Westminster Auto Service
White, Sue
Whitehouse, Brian
Whole Kids Foundation
Wilson, Laurie & Michael
Wimberger, Margaret & 
     Glickman, Marshall
Wojcik, Janice E. 
Yaffe, Lisa
Yeager, Yvette
Zimmerman, Ellen
Zuser, Alexandra

“In my time at Compass I have grown from 
an emotional train wreck to the confident 
young man I am today. Without the support 
and compassion of the people around me, that 
would never have been possible. Despite all 
the problems and frustration that I caused, 
they never gave up on me and helped me shape 
my future into something more than I’d ever 
thought possible.”   

–Gabe Morse, ‘18

Volunteers of the Year 
Michelle Fiorillo 
Charmion Handy

Friend of Compass Award 
Rob Prohaska 
 
Vermont Honor Scholar 
Skye Rhomberg

ANNUAL AWARDS
Governor's Institute 2018 
Ben Allaire 
Fiona Therese 
Jared Atwood  
Noah Sherill  
Oliver Hutchison 
Linaea DiMarino 
Jack Langeloh 
Soren WhitehouseAt the Museum of Fine Arts, 8th Grade Boston Trip
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BUDGET OVERVIEW
Compass provides a rich program on a frugal budget. It’s a tribute to all who make so much wonderful learning happen with 
limited funds.

Graduating Class of 2018

“Compass offered me a community and an education. I had my doubts but I can now say with confidence 
that I love it here and I will be sad to leave. My time at Compass has introduced me to many people, who 
have fostered my talents and given me tools to utilize when struggling with the adversities I face. It was 
my first experience feeling genuinely comfortable within a community and with individuals who cared for 
me. I built relationships, spent memorable moments with others, shedding tears with them and received 
encouragement from them, even in the toughest of times.”   

–Elijah Alexander, ‘18
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L E A R N I N G C O M M U N I T Y D E M O C R A C Y D I R E C T I O N

COMPASSSCHOOL

P.O. Box 177
7892 US Route 5
Westminster Station, VT 05159

Phone: (802) 463-2525
Fax: (802) 463-2520
E-Mail: info@compass-school.org

www.compass-school.org

PARTING THOUGHTS 
“If it weren’t for the Compass community and the understanding 

teachers and amazing friends that I made, I would not be in school 
right now.”  

– Amber Clark, ‘20

“Compass teaches more than just the math or science, it teaches how to 
be a functioning adult in a real life situation. ” 

– Silas Holmes, ‘18

“Teachers fundamentally changed how I approach the world.” 

– Nicholas Mitchell, ‘18

TEARS OF JOY So there I was, seated at the large table, sobbing. Around the table 
were my family, some of my teacher colleagues, a board member, 
an outside community member, and some students including my 
son who was presenting his senior roundtable. And I was sobbing 
enough that I couldn’t speak. Tears of joy.

I’ve been crying at Compass roundtables regularly for 18 years 
now. And I’m not the only one. For many of us who attend these 
culminating meetings which are one part rigorous evaluation and 
one part heartfelt celebration, the emotions flow to the surface 
as we collectively honor the breathtaking growth we see in our 
students. I came to teach at Compass School in 2000, looking for 
an educational setting where the curriculum was dynamic, the 
relationships were whole, and the students were buying into the 
system. I immediately found that here. Sure, we were still figuring 
things out back in those first couple of years, but from day one we 
all felt that we had full agency to make our educational decisions 
for all the right reasons. And over the years the students have 
always responded. There is nothing more beautiful than to see a 
young person self-actualizing. 

So as we “stakeholders” sit around the table, any of us are quite 
liable to cry poignant tears of perspective and pride. I had always 
thought that out of all these stakeholders, the parents had the best, 
most celebratory cry. Seeing their child sitting in front of us--
self aware, confident, and engaged-- was too beautiful for words. 
After attending roundtables over the years in the role of teacher, 
advisor, administrator, and board member, I finally got to sit in 
the parent chair this year, and you know what? I’ve been right all 
along. The parent’s cry is the best of all. 

Eric Rhomberg, Assistant Director       
eric.rhomberg@compass-school.org“Bittersweet” by Brian Andreas


