\\

g k‘k\\ VOLUME 2, ISSUE 2
ol THE COMPASS
o ]l JOURNAL
; JUNE 2008
o
N @)

.. L

“ ANNUAL REPORT FROM AE DIRECTOR

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

A Year in the Life of Compass  the Spring

ALUMNI 2 Play, the bas-gaE ;
PROFILE What a great group of students ketball teams B
at Compass this year! From the rev up, high
strong leadership of our senior schooI’ers
COLLEGES AND 3 class to witnessing the huge explore in
SCHOLARSHIPS growth of the middle schoolers, exciting lab
we have been inspired by the classes in
positive energy of our students Forensic Sci-
m SJVESW ORTHY 4 throughout the year. ence, Electro-
Compass feels grounded by our magnetism,
9 years of experience and the ~ Design Engi- ¢
JR. AND SR. 5 affirmation and direction of our  neering, and e
PROJECTS first Long Range Strategic Plan Zoology, the challenge is raised
completed in September in Math, fluency expands in Compass 8th Graders with
(available to read at Spanish. Almost 300 people Connexions Partners in
DONOR LIST 6 WWW.ComDaSSChOOLOrd. It show up for Mexico Fiesta Balitimore
feels like we have found a solid  Night, helping make possible
balance of activities throughout the Junior Class trip later in the  ary, regular classes are sus-
ANNUAL - the year that combines atten-  year. pended as the Juniors are off
i iti i . for life in the Borderlands, while
BUDGET tion o traditional academics December wraps up with one of !
with a diversity of experiences ~ ; he rest of the school dedjcates .
. the yeardds high JRTe I 9§ Giving
that extend student learning to Day unfolds with a Senior seliio munity Servi
A TEACHER g create the kind of well rounded hosted community breakfast Winter Term, committed to sqch
VIEW graduates and community ' worthy projects as GIS mapping

giving to the outside commu-

. for the Bald Hill i
nity, and the thoughtful and or the Bald Hill Conservation

members that make us so

roud. . ; Group, developing a new sci-
P ) ) personahzed h‘?‘”o!”.‘ade glfts ence exhibit for the Grafton
Students are integrated into our honoring each individual in the  \54,re Museum. or teaching
community in September school. Shakespeare to elementary

through Orlentat|pn, the m'|ddle January brings us out for Winter school students.
school backpacklng overnight, Sports, joined by our adventur- March brings on 11712t Elec-
it xolore pet rachmtion 0US 8" grade partners from tives comb?nin cience and
Semors explore postgraduatlon Baltimoreds Com ey tgh QvBr'ﬁo‘?)dﬁa'r
options ahnd plan Senior Pro- ions Leadership Academy. The ;o o-vine course and this
JtﬁCtS‘ 1:|I't grgderi.express_ 11t grade busily prepares for year 695 fascinating
gtﬁTosf:ti?j;nng”rgf]|g§e£";ﬁé’ their 2 week Mexican Exchange Brain that takes students to the
. iddl to study the complex issues labs of Harvard and UMass
Sehoors losata ot ow along our US Border. 9and Middle school students dive.

schoolers locate their own th ;
sense of place. Soccer team 10 graders become immersed into a detailed experience with

and exploratories such as Kay- Iqure]llitytmzsgumltogs:a?ect)hzir, Erfetgén y%Bdicfﬁ@anoaghet op
aking and Surfing and Rock 9th and 10t grade engage in Art

. . learning with the public. Middle .
Bala_mcmg bring the stl_Jdent_s schoolers complete their sec- for Social Change.
out into direct connection with

ond POL (Presentation of Learn- April begins with an uproari-

the natural world. ing), reflecting deeply on their  ously entertaining modernized
Reenergized by Health Week in  growth and communicatingthis ver si on of o0Mi dsum
early November, students to their classmates and par- Dreamé and concl ud
dance into the second trimes- ents. 4th Annual Compass Student

ter, begin working together on Film Festival, featuring student

For the last two weeks of Febru-



http://www.compass-school.org/

THE COMPASS JOURNAL

ANNUAL REPORT(CONTINUED FROM PG. 1)

productions reflecting exceptional brought her immense talents with and playing together at the Saxtons

quality story telling and technical teaching math, in addition to add- River Rec Area.
expertise. ing a wealth of interests from
guantum theory to Yearbook to
art. We are optimistic we can fill
these big shoes with the return of
Ron BosLun, along with Victoria
Roberts coming back from mater-
nity leave to job share with former
Spanish teacher Elizabeth Nieu-
wsma. The return of these be-
loved teachers speaks strongly to
the quality of the Compass experi-
ence for teachers as well as stu-
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end of summer. Alexandra has community cleaning the school  Eric Rhomberg , Director

ALUMNI PROFILE: MAERA CRAMER, CLASS OF R05

Locale/College Cazenovia CollegMajor. Visual Communications, Minor in Art History

Where you think you are heading (what are your goals, future plans, e@)aduating for starters.
As for after that, | would like to go into advertising and eventually become an Art Director, and
maybe do some concept art for video games on the side.

Most interesting experience post Compasgittending a lecture given by Art Spiegelman on comics
and then realizing | was sitting directly behind comic artist Scott McCloud. Watching Discovery
Channel'sPlanet Earthon a 60 inch big screen. Getting my picture taken by at least a dozen differ-
ent people while dressed as a monk at a séiffantasy convention. Learning the true meaning of

the sublime by standing next to a wind turbine (honestly, try it sometime).

Most interesting experience at CompassPo o many t o nameé

-Louise's Oceans class was perhaps my favorite science class of all time; | learned so much and
developed a new love for the sea and the life forms in it.

-Rick's Religion and World History classes proved invaluable. | am one of the few students in my
school who knows what Sikhism is, and where to find Ethiopia.

And honestly, how many freshmen can say they wrote and directed a movie?

How Compass has helped you in your current liféfell, for starters it pointed me in the right direc-

tion. | had never even heard of a career in Graphic Design until Eric suggested | try pursuing it. To-
day, | find myself having changed my focus slightly, concentrating on Advertising. And so far I'm
loving it. If | had never been asked to design the new Compass School brochure, | don't know where
I'd be.

What you tell others now about Compasshave a friend who, after my descriptions of southern
Vermont and my educational experience, wants to move out here, and send her children to Com-
pass.

What you value most about your Compass experienérhaps the most valuable set of tools Com-
pass gave me were curiosity and an insatiable hunger for knowledge. | find myself more engaged
than my peers since | learn because | want to, not because | have to.

Maer abd
oTayl

As rich as this year review is, it
leaves out so mucliithe wealth of
exploratory options, challenging
and engaging classes, diverse ser-
vice opportunities, thoughtful de-
mocracy, interpersonal connec-
tions, bonding all school meetings, [
supportive commendations, and "
the very human daily interactions
among teachers and students that
embody all we believe about mod-
eling and developing good commu-

dents with the knowledge, skills,
and personal qualities essential to
pursuing their dreams and having a
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X .
Annelise Kloster Studying a
Real Human Brain at Har-
As our strategic plan confirmed, we vard in ScienceHumanities
Elective Class on The Mind

oNow t hat
here, | feel | can
do anything6
-Jacob Lepkoff

on
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College Acceptances 2008
Beloit College Marlboro College
Bennington College Rochester Institute of Technology
Burlington College University of Hawaii
Castleton State College University of the Pacific
Earlham College University of Vermont )
Grinnell College Vermont Technical College Stills from 4th Annual Compass
Hampshire College Wentworth Institute of Technology Student Film Festival
Lyndon State College

Kat Shepard Scholarship Awardees

Each year, the applicant pool for the Kat Shepard Community Scholarships §

and more qualified. It is always inspiring to read the essays submitted by stu

express their valuing of their Compass experience. The following students h
selected as recipients of this ye

Allison Appell Aliana Block Abby Brusco
Jake Bursky Ann Chase Harrison Chase
Nina Goldberg Lexi AtsalisGogol Phoebe Hodson
Brandy Lawrence Meghan McGowan Jill Murphy A good friend of
Jonah Nigro Wyatt Pedigo Aurora Phillips mine once said,
Kristi Rumrill Max Schadt Sarah Schreiber oMy friends
Alina Seminovich Melissa Silva Kyle Takei Compass are
Kyle Tansley Sophie TayloHavens  Pete Terwilliger more level
Elliott Turner Hannah VenmarClay headed than all
Experiment for International Living Asia Scholarships my other
Allison Appell friends. 0
Governords I nstitute 20087

Annelise Kloster, Kyle Tansley, Pete Terwilliger, Connor Kloster, Meghan McGowan,
Kristi Rumrill, Sara Lepkoff

Compass Community Leadership Award

Jake Saunders
Vermont Honor Scholar

Cory BrookeDeBock
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NOTEWORTHY NEWS

FIRST ALUMNI DAY S$tA-
ING SUCCESS

In December, more than half
our graduates returned to
Compass to catch up with
each other, look back on all
they valued about Compass,
and to share with current
students lessons about life
after high school. It is moving
to witness the growth and
successes of our graduates
as they conti
journeys.

n

BALTIMORE CONNEXIONS

Our partnership with Connex-
ions Leadership Academy in
Baltimore continues to blos-
som this year with a dozen of
their students coming to Ver-
mont in January to live with
our students, create a power-
ful theater production on
Race and Identity, and to
laugh on the snowboard hill.
11 Compass 8th graders
spent a week in urban Balti-
more in May, staying with
families, producing shared
artwork, learning together,
and embodying
Americad they

4TH ANNUAL FILM FESAL
REACHES NEW HEIGHTS

In what is now an annual
tradition, the Compass Stu-
dent Film Festival attracted
almost a dozen past star
actors and directors and an
SRO crowd. Professional film-
maker judges praised what
were by far the highest qual-
ity original student films pro-
duced here, as the story tell-
ing and technical expertise
leap ahead each year. Film
Festival DVDs are for sale
though the school and are
viewable on the school web-
site at http://www.compass-
school.org/community/
students.php

USMEXICO BORDER
EXPEDITION

The USMexico Border Ex-
change deepened this year
as our connections grew with
various communities along
the border. Nineteen juniors,
along with Andy Winter,
Elissa McLean, Lauren Beigel
and Amir Flesher, spent two
weeks immersed in border
issues, staying with families
from our partner school in
Carbd, aiding migrants at No
Mas Muertes, visiting with
Border Patrol, immigrant
rights activists, and a mem-
ber of the Minuteman group,
hiking the desert, overnight-
ing with families in the ghet-
tos of Nogales, Sonora, and
memorializing individuals
who died in transit crossing
to the US. A powerful trip blog
about experiencing the many
faces of life along the US
Mexico border can be found
at http://compass border
2008.blogspot.com/

FRISBEE REVIEW

Thiis geardth® bllémate Frisbee
teanphad atgreat time.e .
played their hearts out, and
grew tremendously as players
and as a team.The team was
coached primarily by senior
Jake Saunders, who brought
a new level of rigor to prac-
tice by running drills he
learned with his national club
level team. Junior captains
Annelise Kloster and Max
Schadt were also strong lead-
ers who contributed to a cul-
ture of good spirit and hard
work. Our appreciation to
Westminster Center School
for use of their gym.

SPRING PLAY

OMi dsummer ds N
Dr edisnét in the
flashy costumes and wigs,
disco tunes, dancing, great
acting, uproarious laughter.
Among the most entertaining
plays seen at Compassor
anywhere! Special thanks to
Director Andy Hauty.

COMMUNITY SERVICE
WINTER TERM

Winterm projects are showing
real impact in the community.
The initial designs Compass
did last year for a new Con-
necticut River Transit facility
has led to their multimillion
dollar project funding. Com-
pass students who created a
website and mapped Bald
Hill helped this group garner
a $166,000 Conservation
Grant. Other projects this
year included teaching
Shakespeare to local elemen-
tary schools, collecting pack-
frames to aid porters in Peru,
developing exhibits for the
Nature Museum of Grafton,
and travelling south to help
clean up Chesapeake Bay.

Gus

Shepard
at Alumni Day to speak with current
Compass students

(603)

oCompass i s

SCIENCE OF THE MIND

This spring the Science of

the Mind interdisciplinary
Humanities/Science course
explored the nature and

working of the mind through
readings, labs, interviews

with experts, and exciting

field trips to the Boston Mu-
seum of Science,
MRI Research Facility, Har-
vard Brain Bank and UMASS
Psychology department. Be-
ginning every class with
guided meditation, students
worked totrain their mind to
focus on positive thoughts
and achieve neuroplascitity.
Many participated in a
UMASS study exploring the
relationship between cogni-
tion and physical exer-

cise. Expert visitors shared
their knowledge on addic-
tion, schizophrenia, medita-
tion, the neurobiology of
spiritual experience, and how
AD/HD and dyslexia affects
learning. The culminating
project, a Science of the
Mind Journal containing arti-
cles and original artwork,
modeled after the NY Times
science section, will be
printed and available this
spring.

only a school to
me, but also a
fri @bapano
SelbachBroad

Har var dos

Exchange Student Miguel
Pestana Sicre leaps high in Ulti-
mate Frisbee win over Putney

School
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SENIOR AND JUNIOR P®JECTS

Senior and Junior Projects ask students to demonstrate curiosity, initiative, research, and independent learning aroundia tdyper-
sonal interest. Field based research and direct experience are crucial parts of these projects, along with public presentatiblearning.

lan Mahoney Exploring Visual Arts through Blender Technology

Jake Saunders USMexican Border Policies and Humane Treatment

Graham Miller Balancing Music Making with Commercial Production

Corey BrookedeBock Video Journal: The Effect of Strip Malls on Communities

Amel i a O06Keefe School Climate and their Surroundings

Dylan Ewald Photojournalism: Capturing the Sense of Place

Zoe McGuire Alone with Myself and a Paintbrush

Asah Cramer Creating Voice in Fiction and Flim

Devin Collins Printing Job Shadow and Study

Emily Murphy What is Real Food? A Journey in Hawaii

Olivia Gray Searching for Self through Dance

Jungeun Lee The Logic of Advertising: Creation and Making of Perfume

Dagan SelbacHBroad Multi-track Recording

Cal GloveiWessel How Did Clockwork Help Develop Modern Technology?

Jacob Lepkoff What Does it Take to Be an Independent Film Maker?

Max Schadt Science of the Mind Journal/CES Conferené&oposal

Allison Appell Role of Women in Iranian Society

Hannah Anderson History of the Long Trail

Nina Goldberg Forging Meaning from Oneds Work
Dave Hinckley Documentary Film about the Second Vermont Republic Movement
Tucker Poitras History and Evolution oMedievalWeaponry and Armor

Rebecca Ruskin Organic and Local Agriculture

Kori Savage Researching, Designing and Building a CulilisentanglementPuzzle
Noam Shapiro Barbershop Culture in Africa\merican and Italiar American Life
Kelty Wilton Meditation Retreat

Avery Ehrlich Writing a Rap Opera

Austin Smith History of Heavy Metal and Hardcore Music

Jamie Hargreaves Rally Racing

Annelise Kloster Transformative Experiences: Isabella Garcia and Wangari Maathai.
Brandy How Alzheimer's Disease Affects Families

Garth Writing an Epic Poem: A Personal Spiritual Journey

Dan Nichols 0The World of Warcraft": Communitly Bui
Soo Mi Park TheDisappearanceof Languages

Alex Swanson A Field Manual to the Simulation Game "Air Soft"

Hannah VenmarClay The Poetry of Maya Angelou
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DONOR LIST

THE FOLLOWING HAVE ONTRIBUTED TO COMPASS ANNUAL
GIVING AND SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM OR PROVIDED GRANTS
THE PAST YEAR. THANKS TO ALL WHO HELP COMPASS PURSU
ITS MISSION OF HELPING ALL STUDENTS FINDUCCESS.

Purdie, Kate & Andy

Anderson, Hannah Glover, Eileen .
) Reichsman
Appell, Jerry and Allison Goldman, Leslie & Matt )
Ramsey, Bettina
. . Peake

Atsalis, Konstantinos .

Goldstone, Ann Rhomberg, Eric
Avery ,Susan . Rice, Melissa
Bedros, Shirley & Aram Gordon, Herbert & Shirley . ) . .
Beigel. Lauren Gordon, Rick & Elaine Rinder, Craig & Linda

9el, Schadt, Richard & San-

Gray, Ed & Deener, Julane

Beigel, Tamara dra
Hargreaves, James N. .
Bernhard, Woody & Kun- g Semenovich, Anthony ; i ;
o Winterm Project Mapping
hardt, Susan Health Care and Rehabilita- . )
’ . . Sh d. John & M Bald Hill Conservation Area
tion Services épard, John & Mary ;
Bernheim, Emily . ) which Led to a $166,000
. Hodson, Alan Silva, Christopher Environmental Grant
Berolzheimer, Rae '
Sovernet

Blake, Roxane M. Holmes, David & Nancy

Holmes. Steve & Heather Strolling of the Heifers

Bloch, Lisa

James. Elizabeth Swanson, Suzanne & Chip

Bourne, Marcia
Brookede Bock Carol & Will

Kalisher, Allon Swing John & Devi oThese years

Kalisher, Colby H. Swing, Jenny have been

Kalisher, David C. Szuch, James stuffed so full, .
Il Om surprise

Brusco, Stephen & Pauline

Chamberland Electric

Chase, Bruce Kano, Fernandez Yaeko Szuch, JU"‘? . theydve not
Clay, Gary Lawrence, Ronald & Robin ~ 1ansley, P_“SC'”"’_‘ burst at th,e
Clowes Fund LeMessurier, Claire Turner, Will & Michele seams. O
_ _ Lowel |, Tom an TurelFund fiAsah Cramer
Collins, David Ellen Village Printers
Cramer, Nichael McCarthy, Mary Wessel, Tim
Cunningham, Ralph & Maria McNeely, Jeanne Parkhill White, Beth
Dancing, Martina Microspec Corporation windham Foundation
Deprato, Angela Miller, Jeffrey & Robyn Wojcik, Janice

Foster, Gay and Daniel. Morton, Anne

Fairies in the

Spring Production

of OMi dsummer &8s
Ni ght Dr eamé

19408s Museum N
-10th Grade Humanities
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BUDGET OVERVIEW

Kori Savage Holding Crosses
to Memorialize Migrants
Who Die Crossing the Border

from Mexico

oCompass has
allowed me to
find my own

voi élan. 6

Mahoney

Garth LeMessurier, A River Around the Eagfe

| 7 N

Rebecca Ruskin with Mexican Child During Jacob Lepkoff Jamming at All
USMexico Border Expedition School Meeting



