
Life in Exile, based on inter-

views with Tibetan refugees 

met on our first international 

trip to India three years ago. 

And the Third Annual Student 

Film Festival featured the con-

sistently highest quality films 

we have seen here. With ever 

more sophisticated equipment 

and greater experience from 

teachers and students, we en-

joyed truly professional quality 

films from all the 11th and 12th 

grade film production teams. 

Our commitment to student 

participatory democracy flour-

ished with the busy work of the 

student council and student 

judiciary, as well as a number 

of lively community town meet-

ings. This winter the whole stu-

dent body went through a multi-

step process under student 

leadership to assess and im-

prove school climate, with many 

positive effects. One outcome 

has been the creation of a new 

student-elected Student Repre-

sentative position to foster 

communication between stu-

dents, faculty, and the board. 

(Continued on Page 2) 

It has been a year full of high-

lights at Compass. Now in our 

eighth year, Compass has a 

foundation upon which to re-

fine, grow, and adapt to best 

serve students in our region. 

Compass has always been 

strong at embedding its values 

throughout our educational 

programñthis year we further 

solidified the schedule and 

program to reflect the best of 

Compass. 

We raised the bar even higher 

in helping Compass students 

connect to the diverse world 

beyond our walls. An exchange 

program with Community Con-

nexions Leadership Academy in 

Baltimore brought 12 students 

and 4 teachers from inner city 

Baltimore to Compass for an 

uplifting, music filled Healthy 

Culture Week. Eighth graders 

reciprocated with a 4 day trip to 

Baltimore to stay with our urban 

friends and experience a life 

much different from that in 

Vermont. The junior class bene-

fited from a more focused inter-

national travel experience in 

Mexico that connected directly 

to the curriculum at school 

before and after the trip. Spring 

trips brought the school to 

Maine and Cape Cod under 

ideal weather, and senior pro-

jects saw Compass students in 

Argentina, Costa Rica, Mexico, 

and in various spots around the 

U.S. 

On top of the Baltimore partner-

ship, the middle school pro-

gram honed its identity under 

the leadership of Andy Winter 

and star new teacher Lauren 

Beigel. Rube Goldberg projects, 

a book on Global Warming solu-

tions, and studies of the An-

cient World 

were part of a 

more demand-

ing and engag-

ing curriculum 

unique to the 

middle grades. 

They also pio-

neered formal 

public Presen-

tations of 

Learning that 

each student 

shared with the entire middle 

school community on three 

occasions during the year. 

 Juniors pioneered the concept 

of Junior Projectsñvaluable 

preparation for senior projects 

they will do next year that al-

lowed them to study topics of 

personal interest from Comedy 

Writing to Website Design to 

Sports and Fitness Training to 

Oral Histories. We expect this 

experience as juniors will en-

hance the already exciting sen-

ior project experience that this 

year included such noteworthy 

pursuits as designing adaptive 

technology to regenerate 

nerves impacted by paralysis, 

composing a rock opera, and 

interning with a midwife in a 

low income community in 

Texas.   

We are excited to be graduating 

the largest senior class in Com-

pass historyñ19 students who 

have grown as students and 

contributing community mem-

bers and are ready to move on 

to larger pastures in coming 

years. See the listing in this 

journal of college acceptances 

for this class. 

Theater arts continues to flour-

ish at Compass, with our first 

ever student written play, To 
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Compass Junior Class at 
Borderlands Aid Center,  
Arizona 

Past Compass Diplomas 



There were countless other high-

lights over the past yearñ

meaningful Winterm projects and 

community service (including 

designing a new facility and mar-

keting study for Connecticut River 

Transit); class projects such as 

the Westminster Town Forest 

study, the 1960õs Museum, and 

Shakespeareõs Twelfth Night in a 

Nutshell; exciting seasons for our 

basketball, soccer, and Frisbee 

teams (including our inaugural 

girls basketball squad); changing 

high school Spanish and Math to 

90-minute blocks to allow for 

more depth; a new school chef 

who added a breakfast program 

and took the lunch menu to new 

culinary heights; the selection of 

Compass teacher Phil Grant as 

the Vermont Folklife teacher of 

the year; an impressive array of 

exploratory classes, from the first 

Compass chorus to rock climbing, 

Arabic language, martial arts, and 

much more. 

We cannot close without paying 

tribute to superstar teachers Phil 

Grant and Ron Bos-Lun who leave 

behind very big shoes to fill. Phil, 

our last surviving teacher from 

the schoolõs founding, will be 

taking his immense array of tal-

ents and Compass experiences to 

Morrisville, Vermont where he will 

serve as Principal for Peopleõs 

Academy High School and help 

fulfill our initial vision of leverag-

ing Compass to help make posi-

tive change in the public schools. 

Ron will be returning to The Meet-

ing School to teach and be closer 

to his twin children now at school 

there. Both will be greatly missed; 

we wish them the best in their ex-

citing new adventures. 

Finally, we are excited to be in-

volved in the first official Strategic 

Planning Process since the schoolõs 

founding. Compass is at an impor-

tant point in its development and is 

ready to step up to the next level of 

success. With the generous leader-

ship of consultant Bob Wright, we 

are actively engaging the Compass 

community in looking back on our 

past and ahead to an even more 

successful future. We look forward 

to implementing plans from this 

process to build on our solid foun-

dation in coming years.          

ñEric Rhomberg  

   Director  

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  ( C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P G .  1 ) 
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òCompass is 

certainly the 

reason I am so 

self-motivated.ó 
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Peter Terwilliger hits the surf 

during the High School Spring 

Trip to Maine 

Dan Nichols leaps for a 

catch versus Putney School 

Locale/College: Just Graduated!!!!ñUniversity of Vermont       Major: English & Classical Civilization  

Where do you think you are heading: I was accepted into the Bread Loaf School of English for my 

MA in Literature. So in June am heading to Oxford to study Victorian literature for the six week 

course.  After that, what I am most excited about is starting a poetry journal for the greater Burling-

ton area.  It would be open to everyone, and the first issue would hopefully be published just in 

time for Halloween. 

What you have been up to since leaving Compass: Zombie films, gothic literature, writing poetry, 

dancing excessively and listening to music with my lovely group of friends. 

Most interesting experience post Compass: Probably working at the Fletcher Allen Hospital. Meet-

ing people when they are in their most vulnerable state has taught me a great deal about commu-

nication and respect. 

Fond memories from Compass days: The chaotic first year of Compass will always be remembered 

fondly. I loved all the hands-on projects that allowed us to stay active in the classroom rather than 

sitting and listening to lectures. My friendships from Compass are also very valuable and I have 

stayed in touch with all of my best friends.   

How Compass has helped you in your current life: Compass is certainly the reason I am so self-

motivated. I loved the flexibility of the assignments which allowed me to follow my own personal 

interests (like folklore studies). Compass also taught me that dialogue with teachers and profes-

sors is necessary in the academics. Discussing class work and readings outside the classroom is 

often even more rewarding than in-class discussions. At Compass teachers were always available 

to discuss readings or whatever you wantñand that is a wonderful resource. 

Anything you want to communicate to people in the Compass community who may read this publi-

cation: Donõt worry about picking a major that leads directly into a career path unless you already 

have your heart set on a specific job.  If you are interested in studying Philosophy, then study that 

and donõt listen to people who are skeptical of where that degree might take you.   



 

 

Kat Shepard Scholarship Awardees 

Each year, the applicant pool for the Kat Shepard Community Scholarships is larger 
and more qualified. It is always inspiring to read the essays submitted by students that 
express their valuing of their Compass experience. The following students have been 
selected as recipients of this yearõs òKats.ó Congratulations to all award recipients. 

Sophie Taylor-Havens                  Ann Chase                        Elliott Turner 

Austin Rice                                   Melissa Silva                    Weeze Bennett 

Meghan McGowen                      Alina Seminovich              Cameron Gray 

Forest Jade                                  Ashley Moran                   Sarah Schreiber 

Phoebe Hodsen                           Harrison Chase                Abby Brusco 

Kyle Tansley                                 Wyatt Pedigo                    Izaac Pellerin 

Brandy Lawrence                         Hannah Venman-Clay     Megan Harris 

Tucker Poitras                              Nina Goldberg                  Hannah Anderson 

Emily McClellan                            Dylan Ewald                     Cal Glover-Wessel 

Devin Collins                                Olivia Gray 

 Experiment for International Living Asia Scholarships 

Tucker Poitras 

Windsor Mountain International Education Scholarship 

Kelty Wilton 

Governorõs Institute 2007 

Noam Shapiro, Ian Mahoney, Hannah Venman-Clay  

Vermont Honor Scholar 

Anna Bowler 

 

College Acceptances 2007 

Alaska Pacific University               Marlboro College 

Bay State College                          Mills College 

California College of the Arts        Minneapolis College of Art and Design 

Coastal Carolina University           Morrisville State College 

Colorado Mountain College          New England Institute of Art 

Earlham College                            Prescott College 

Eugene Lang College                    School of the Museum of Fine Arts 

Evergreen State College               SUNY Cobleskill 

Fordham University                       University of Oregon 

Hampshire College                        University of Vermont 

Indiana University                          Vermont Technical College  

Johnson State College                   Western New England College 

Manhattanville College                  Warren Wilson College 

Emily Carr Institute of Art & Design   

 

òI guess you 

could describe 

my òshelló as a 

jawbreaker. As 

the years went 

on, more and 

more layers and 

flavors 

developed.ó 
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Middle Schoolers studying and 

playing on Cape Cod  

Jonah Nigro doing architectural 

sketches as part of Winterm 

Stills from 3rd Annual Compass 

Student Film Festival  



PHIL GRANT WINS GOVER-

NORõS HERITAGE AWARD 

In May, Governor Douglas 

presented Compass teacher 

Phil Grant with this yearõs 

Governorõs Heritage Award. 

The Vermont Folklife Center 

and Vermont Life Magazine 

present this award annually 

to an outstanding Vermont 

educator who creates learn-

ing experiences that address 

cultural heritage and Ver-

mont traditions in their class-

room. Phil was noted for his 

òwonderful projects with his-

tory, heritage and placeó with 

The Pinnacle Association, 

Grafton Nature Museum, and 

Rockingham Arts and Mu-

seum Project.  

MEXICO EXCHANGE 

The junior class, along with 

Andy Winter, Elissa McLean, 

and Bruce Chase, spent two 

weeks immersed in border 

issues with Mexico. Students 

supported migrants at  No 

Mas Muertos, visited with 

Border Patrol, hiked a transit 

route, and stayed with fami-

lies in experiencing the many 

faces of life along the US-

Mexico border. Combined 

with in-school curriculum 

directly focused on these 

same issues, this trip was 

viewed as òthe most powerful 

yetó by junior Emily Murphy, 

who has been on each of 

these. Thirteen students from 

Carbo joined us at Compass 

for a wonderful week in May, 

joining in classes and activi-

ties that enhanced our inter-

national community. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE      

WINTER TERM 

Winterm featured a selection 

of projects with real impact 

on the community. One group 

developed initial designs for 

a new facility for Connecticut 

River Transit while another 

did market research for the 

public bus service. A group of 

middle schoolers created 

public service announce-

ments for Brattleboro Climate 

Protection. Another group 

created exhibits for the Na-

ture Museum of Grafton, and 

a theater troupe entertained 

local elementary students 

with stories from around the 

globe. 

BASKETBALL REVIEW 

Ron Bos-Lun and Louise Van 

Order led spirited basketball 

teams to a highly successful 

season this winter. The high 

school team, lead by Jake 

Saunders, Antoine Cunning-

ham-Cook, and Jack Frelich-

Sobel, was consistently com-

petitive against all sides,  

N O T E W O R T H Y  N E W S 

SPRING PLAY 

A dedicated troupe of 6 ac-

tresses presented a moving 

tribute to Tibetan women 

refugees with the student 

written play, To Life in Exile. 

Written by Compass students 

Asah Cramer, Anna Bowler, 

and Christine Thrasher, the 

stories were based on inter-

views with Tibetan refugees 

in Dharamsala, India by Mi-

chelle Bos-Lun and Compass 

students who traveled to 

India in 2004.  

Audiences at Compass, SIT, 

and other area elementary 

schools were moved to tears 

by monologists Asah Cramer, 

Amelia Keefe, Hannah Ven-

man-Clay, and Isabelle Bar-

nardõs portrayal of dealing 

with the difficulties as well as 

triumphs in fleeing their 

homeland and making the 

dangerous journey across the 

Himalayas to India.  

  

BASKETBALL REVIEW 

Ron Bos-Lun and Louise Van 

Order led spirited basketball 

teams to a highly successful 

season this winter. The high 

school team, lead by Jake 

Saunders, Antoine Cunning-

ham-Cook, and Jack Frelich-

Sobel, was consistently com-

petitive against all sides, 

especially with their 32-

minute man-to man de-

fense.  The middle school 

boys, led by Harrison Chase, 

worked hard all year and kept 

a consistently positive atti-

tude through illness and in-

jury.  Our inaugural girlsõ 

team, captained by Chelsea 

Lawson and Sophie Taylor-

Havens, fashioned their own 

personal hot pink uniforms 

and improved immensely 

throughout the season, most 

notably in an extremely hard-

fought two point loss to a 

tough BF team who had 

beaten them 30-4 in pre-

season.   

Our appreciation to Westmin-

ster Center School for use of 

their gym for practices is 

immense.  Louise and Ron 

were privileged to see all 

three teamsõ successes dur-

ing the winter.  

BALTIMORE TRIP 

Ten 8th graders joined teach-

ers Lauren Beigel and Amah 

Greenstein for a four day 

urban immersion experience 

with our partners at Commu-

nity Connexions Leadership 

Academy in Baltimore. Stay-

ing with families in the heart 

of the city, Compass students 

were impressed by the spirit 

in the school, the aspirations 

of the students, and the fun 

of exploring in our nationõs 

capitol with our city friends. 

Compass aims to further this 

connection in future years. 

PRESENTATIONS OF LEARN-

ING (POL) ADD TO MIDDLE 

SCHOOL REFLECTION 

Middle schoolers pioneered 

POLs this year with three 

touching and thoughtful pres-

entations to peers, teachers, 

and parents of each stu-

dentõs most significant learn-

ing. Like portfolio roundta-

bles, POLs required students 

to consider their growth at 

Compass and to set future 

goals. The insight and sup-

port expressed by students in 

the POL process mirrored the 

emotional depth of roundta-

bles. 

òI used this last 

year at Compass 

as a chance to 

seek out ways to 

live my life as an 

artist.ó ñRuth 

Venman-Clay   
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Tibetan Refugees Portrayed in 

Life in Exile  

Ann Chase in Rock Climbing 

Exploratory 



Senior and Junior Projects ask students to demonstrate curiosity, initiative, research, and independent learning around a topic of per-

sonal interest. Field based research and direct experience are crucial parts of these projects which were brought to new heights this year. 

 

S E N I O R  A N D  J U N I O R  P RO J E C T S 
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Ian Mahoney Comedy History and Writing: Lenny Bruce and Beyond 

Jake Saunders Being a Personal Trainer: A Job Shadow 

Graham Miller Making a Difference with Music 

Corey Brook-deBock Photojournalism at Marlboro Elementary 

Amelia OõKeefe Clothing Design 

Dylan Ewald Styles of Photography 

Zoe McGuire Growing Up: Oral Histories 

Asah Cramer Design of New England Youth Theater Website 

Devin Collins Website Design for PVA Hockey Program 

Emily Murphy Writing from the Heart of Consciousness 

Olivia Gray Short Story Writing 

Han Gyul Kim History of Korea: A Country of Courage 

Dagan Selbach-Broad A Different Theory of Evolution: A Dog Trainerõs Ideas 

Cal Glover-Wessel Alternative Styles of Teaching in Public Schools 

Jacob Lepkoff Explorations in the Arts 

Christine Thrasher Understanding Midwifery (Texas) 

Antoine Cunningham-Cook History and Styles of Salsa Dancing (Costa Rica) 

Anna Bowler Dance Immersion in Argentina 

Gretchen Dengler Skills and Personal Qualities for Cultural Immersion ( Argentina) 

Betsy Shuman Sea Turtles and Conservation (Mexico) 

Gemma Lewis History of My Familyõs Summer Home in Lehave Island, Nova Scotia 

Jack Frelich-Sobel Finding Healthy, Affordable Options for School Lunches 

Ore Howe Chain Saw Safety 

Jake Ballard Job Shadow: Sergeant in Army Reserves 

Marika Witkus Film Exploration 

Ruth Venman-Clay Life of an Artist 

Ben Saunders A Study of Digital versus Film Photography 

Matt Blazej Studied Impact of Katrina (New Orleans) 

Min Young Kim A Study of Youth Fashion in Chicago and Vermont 

Sierra Gaffney Japan and Anime (Japan) 

Jacob Bradford Study of Guitar Making 

Wilson Schreiber and Peter 

Lowell 

Worked on an Invention using Electromyography Signals for Controlling Sys-

tems for Physical Therapy Purposes 

Zack Bickford Wrote and Recorded a 45 Minute Rock Opera 



Aileen McCarthy Trust 

Anonymous 

Anderson, Hannah 

Bedros, Shirley & Aram 

Beigel, Lauren E.  

Bennett, Peter & Jeanne 

Bernheim, Emily 

Berolzheimer, Rae 

Blake, Roxanne & George 

Bos-Lun, Ron 

Bourne, Elizabeth W. 

Brusco, Stephen & Pauline 

Chase, Bruce & Heather 

CIEE 

Collins, David 

Cramer, Nichael L. 

Cunningham, Ralph & 

Maria 

DeGennaro, Sara 

Dror, Miriam L. 

Elliot, Tony 

Ewald, John/O'Toole, Mar-

garet 

Frelich, Anne 

George A Dascomb Trus-

Goldman, Leslie & Matt 

Peake 

Gordon, Herbert & Shirley 

Gordon, Rick & Elaine 

Grant, Linda & Schuyler 

Grant, Phil 

Greenberg, Judy 

Haltinner, Linda 

Hodson, Phoebe 

Holmes, Stephen M. 

Holmstrom, Rick 

James, Elizabeth 

Jones, Marcy and Deedee 

Lowell, Tom and Ellen 

O'Beirne  

Lawrence, Ronald & Robin 

McInerney, Candice & 

Richard 

McNevin, Daniel E. 

Morton, Anne  

Mullen, James 

Mulligan, Kate 

Nigro, Lisa 

Ortiz, Maxwell 

Peake, Matthew & Nellie 

Rhomberg, Eric 

Rice, Melissa 

Riley-Perks, Eleanor 

Rinder, Craig & Linda 

Robinson, Larry & 

Sharon 

Rogers, Betsy 

Rowell, Flint Scott 

Schaefer, Nancy 

Saunders, Brenda & Ernie 

Shepard, John & Mary 

Shuman, Richard & Eileen 

Shuster, Kathryn G. 

Silva, Chris 

Smith, Fred 

Swanson, Suzanne & Chip 

Swing, John & Devi 

Tansley, Priscilla 

Terwilliger, Pete 

Trepanier, Jacqueline 

Turner, William & Michelle 

Van Order, Lillian & Bill 

Witkus, Marika 

Wojick, Janice  

Zuser, Alexandra 

D O N O R  L I S T 
T H E  F O L L O W I N G  H A V E  CO N T R I B U T E D  T O  C O M P A S S  A N N U A L  

G I V I N G  A N D  S C H O L A R S H I P  P R O G R A M  I N  T H E  P A S T  Y E A R .  

T H A N K S  T O  A L L  W H O  H EL P  M A K E  H E L P  C O M P A S S P U R S U E  I T S  

M I S S I O N  O F  H E L P I N G  A L L  S T U D E N T S  F I N D  S U C C E S S . 

òCompass has 

taught me to 

trust myself and 

showed me 

what I can 

accomplish on 

my own.ó 

ñAnna Bowler 
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Amanda, Kristi, and Lita in Baltimore 

Sierra Gaffney,  

òDark Shades of Harmonyó 

Abbie, Jackie O. 

and Unidentified 

Hippie at        9th

-10th Grade 60õs 

Museum 



B U D G E T  O V E R V I E W 

 

òI have grown  

not only as a 

student and 

community 

member, but as 

a person who  I 

am proud to be.ó 

ñAntoine 

Cunningham-

Cook 
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Up (really) late for Substance 

Free Lock-in Overnight 

Jack Frelich-Sobel lofts a shot over 

Eaglebrook defender 

Anna Bowler, òPortraitó 

EXPENSES

Teacher 

Salaries and 

Benefits

57%

Occupancy 

Costs

13%

Program

5%

Adminstration

8%

Special 

Education

6%

Financial Aid

11%

REVENUE ($990,000)

Tuition

87%

Special 

Education

6%

Fundraising

7%

Compass Students with Mexican Host   

Families in Carbo, Sonora  



P.O. Box 177 

7892 US Route 5 

Westminster Station, VT 05159 

Phone: 802-463-2525 

Fax: 802-463-2520 

E-mail: info@compass-school.org 

Compass School 

 inspires and educates all students to develop  

the knowledge, skills and personal qualities  

essential to pursue their dreams  

and contribute positively to the world. 

C O M P A S S  S C H O O L 

of organizational develop-

ment, The Compass School 

embarked on a Strategic 

Planning Process. In brief, 

this involves a core group 

called a Strategic Planning 

Team (SPT), composed of 

board members, teachers, 

parents, and students, who 

initially reviewed and refined 

the vision and the mission of 

the school. Stakeholdersñ

those who have a vested 

interest in Compassñwere 

identified, and members of 

the SPT interviewed or con-

ducted focus groups with 

those individuals to learn 

what was important to them 

about the school. In early 

June, this information will be 

reviewed by the SPT and 

goals for the school will be 

formulated. On June 13th, an 

The Compass School has 

been in existence for 8 years 

and now has had 5 graduat-

ing classes. With one excep-

tion, the original founding 

board members have moved 

on and new, enthusiastic 

people have taken their 

places. Students who seek a 

student centered, engaging 

education continue to apply 

to and attend our school. But 

like any institution that has 

been around for a number of 

years and endeavors to go 

from good to magnificently 

great, planning for the future 

is neededña strategy for 

accomplishing this is re-

quired. 

Hence, on April 9, 2007, 

under the direction of Bob 

Wright, an expert in the field 

open Compass Community 

Planning Workshop will be 

held with community mem-

bers both inside and outside 

the school to get feedback 

and support (please join us if 

you can). Finally, after an-

other SPT meeting and pres-

entation of findings to the 

board for their reaction, a 

report will be generated that 

sets the direction for the 

school over the next 3-5 

years of its evolution. Imple-

mentation of the Strategic 

Plan will then occur over the 

ensuing months and years.  

ñMatt Peake, Board Member 

F R O M  T H E  B O A R D  O F  D IR E C T O R S :  S T R A T E G I C  P L A N N I N G 

 

P A R T I N G  T H O U G H T S 
 

òAcademics at Compass differ in a few ways from the academics at 

a typical school. Some of these differences have made all the 

difference in how I learn. The first main difference is the individual 

attention paid to students when they need it. I believe that this 

actually makes students work harder, as there is a watchful eye on 

each of them. People do not slip through the cracks. I have really 

thrived in the Compass system because I know the teachers have 

the time to look closely at my work, so I make sure I've done it to 

the best of my ability. Compass and I are a good match in this way. 

I value an education for myself and have done my best to achieve 

this.ó    ñJack  Frelich-Sobel 

www.compass-school.org 

All School Spring Trips: 

Maine and Cape Cod 

Sierra Gaffney, 

òSummertime 2ó 


