
The impact of international 

travel on these students 

pushed us to create our Global 

Connections Program, taking 

Compass to India, Nicaragua, 

and Mexico. These trips have 

been made affordable through 

the help of the Windham Foun-

dation and donations from 

many local businesses and 

individuals. And now in Mexico, 

we have long term relations 

developing with the town of 

(continued on page 2) 

Many things get easier after 

nine years in existence. The 

yearly schedule flows more 

smoothly, the curriculum is 

better developed, and the com-

mitment of students to the port-

folio process, school democ-

racy, and the community cul-

ture is widely shared.  

Maybe best of all, we have de-

veloped relationships with part-

ners throughout the local com-

munity, and around the world, 

that support our work and pro-

vide students with extraordinary 

opportunities to pursue the 

Compass mission of òpursuing 

their dreams and contributing 

positively to the world.ó 

In almost every aspect of the 

school, outside partners help 

connect our kids to the world 

beyond the school walls. Com-

passõ initial efforts mostly fo-

cused on community based 

learning and service, working 

with McGirrõs Home for the 

Elderly, Westminster Center 

School, and Rockingham Li-

brary to help out around town. 

Community Service Winter Term 

projects connected us with 

Westminster Town Hall, Rock-

ingham Arts and Museum Pro-

ject, Morningside Shelter, and 

local farmers, all of which led to 

deeper academic projects in 

ensuing years.  

The success of each of these 

partnerships reinforced the 

image of Compass in the com-

munity and our belief that real 

world learning has a powerful 

impact on our students. 

Our unprecedented partici-

pation rates with the Gov-

ernorõs Institute led to a 

link to the School for Inter-

national Training, which 

facilitated Freeman Am-

bassador Asian Travel 

Scholarships for Compass 

students. This mirrored a 

partnership with Windsor 

Mountain International 

and thanks to these pro-

grams, 15 students have 

had international summer 

experiences. 

P A R T N E R S H I P S  T O  S U C CE S S 

F R O M  T H E  D I R E C T O R 

Years ago when I taught in a 

typical large public high school, 

every work day for me was 

nearly identical to the next. 

People were marched from 

classroom to classroom to the 

sound of the bell according to a 

regimented, inflexible schedule. 

It was like the movie Ground-

hog Day; I saw the same people 

at the same time of day in the 

same location doing the same 

thing, day after day. 

At Compass we are committed 

to creating a diversity of learn-

ing experiences. We do have a 

òregularó daily schedule, but we 

throw that out on approximately 

20% of our school days, spread 

throughout the year, for special 

programming such as Student 

Orientation, Mountain Day, 

Healthy Culture Week, Giving 

Day, Winterm Service Learning 

projects, Spring trips, and Pro-

ject Week. And even within the 

regular weekly schedule we 

have a lot of variety, with advi-

sory one day and all-school 

meeting the next, community 

service or portfolio time or town 

meetings on Wednesdays, and 

a changing menu of exploratory 

classes 3 days a week. Aca-

demic classes vary too, with 

changing units, themes, group-

ings, and modes which inte-

grate project based learning 

with traditional classroom struc-

tures. Our diversified program 

is more interesting to students, 

leading to the typical parent  

which we hear regularly: òI used 

(continued on page 2)          
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Students and Faculty Dance 
Away At Health Week 

Peter Terwilliger interviews                       

Antioch Graduate Student Albert Einstein for 

1940õs Scientists Project 



Carbo and numerous immigration 

related organizations along the 

border. Through our long involve-

ment with the Coalition of Essen-

tial Schools, we have a partner in 

Tucson in City High School who 

hosts our kids and provides us 

with resources aiding our travels. 

Our commitment to developing 

cultural understanding led us to 

develop Culture Days, connecting 

with countless resources in the 

area that brought the world to 

Compass. Last year, we had the 

amazing opportunity to partner 

with Community Connexions Char-

ter School in Baltimore for an 

urban exchange we hope to build 

into an annual event. And we now 

have partnerships with organiza-

tions that send us foreign ex-

change students that give our 

students long term friendships 

with peers from around the globe. 

All these experiences stretch our 

students, who have gone on to 

look for other opportunities to 

extend their learning, helping us 

develop relations with the Howard 

Dean Career Center and Commu-

nity College of Vermont that in-

volve six students this year who 

are taking their education to a 

higher level. 

Our commitment to teacher de-

velopment connects us to Antioch 

New England Graduate School, 

who sends us MA students to 

learn about science teaching 

methods, some of whom go on to 

intern at Compass. Similarly, 

Keene State Universityõs World 

Education Learning program each 

year sends us 2-3 full time interns 

pursuing a Masters degree in 

teaching focused on Social Jus-

tice and International Under-

standing. And we work closely 

with the Principals Residency 

Network to help develop school 

leaders who can help improve 

schools throughout the country. 

All these efforts are helped im-

measurably by the support of 

parents, community members, 

and foundations who give of 

both their money and time. 

While there are too many indi-

viduals to name here, we par-

ticularly want to recognize The 

Turrell Fund and the Clowes 

Foundation who have contrib-

uted tens of thousands of dol-

lars for scholarships to help 

make Compass accessible to all 

regardless of economic circum-

stance.  

We continue to foster relations 

with the local public schools. 

The vision of Compass was to not 

only create a school where all stu-

dents could find success, but to 

have a positive impact on education 

for all children. This has occurred in 

many ways, some more obvious and 

others more subtle. We continue to 

explore how to make these connec-

tions stronger and deeper so we can 

help contribute to bettering educa-

tion for all in our communities. 

ñRick Gordon, PhD. 

   Director of Long Term Planning 

The Afternoon Exploratory Program offers diverse and ex-

citing learning opportunities that complement academic 

classes. Some of the popular choices this year include: 

Fencingð Inigo Montoya comes to Compass 

WOOL RadioñCreating programs for community radio 

Silk Screeningñ Making artful shirts and other clothing 

CeramicsñUsing our pottery studio and kiln  

BasketballñThis yearõs girls teams looks strong practicing 

at the new Westminster Center School Gym 

SingingñThe growing Compass Chorus continues to evolve 

SurfingñSpecial weekend exploratory burns at the beach 

T E A C H E R  A L U M S 

Jeremy Nesoff has his òdream jobó in Boston working with 

Facing History and Ourselves addressing issues of dis-

crimination, race, and justice. 

Phil Grant is Principal of Peoples Academy, the public high 

school in Morrisville, Vt. 

Kevin Haspela is in Jackson Hole, teaching graduate 

classes for Science Teachers through Teton Science 

School. He blazed a full Ironman Triathlon in Wisconsin 

this Fall. 

P A R T N E R S H I P S  ( C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P G .  1 ) 

DIRECTORõS THOUGHTS 

òThe power of 

supportive 

community 

consciously 

resounds with 

each step I 

take.ó 
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to drag my kid out of bed on school 

days, but now at Compass he wants 

to get to school early!ó 

Our enriched schedule is fun, but 

more importantly, it is designed to 

lead students to important learning 

outcomes: essential knowledge and 

skills, self confidence, engagement in 

community, and an understanding of 

the purpose of learning and school. 

Happily we see in this yearõs student 

body a strong commitment to doing 

purposeful work. Recently we were 

visited by a group from New England 

College. Their most striking impres-

sions were about the widespread 

engagement and high level of dis-

course evident in our classes ð this 

during one of our òregularó class 

days. We are proud of our students 

and their willingness to embrace the 

big picture of education. 

ñEric Rhomberg 

   Director, Compass School  

Middle Schoolers on Over-

night Backpacking Trip 

( C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P G .  1 ) 

E X C I T I N G  E X P L O R A T O R I E S 

Andy Winter, Emmy, and 

the Surfing Exploratory 



Current Locale/College: University of Vermont                     Majoring in Cultural Anthropology 

What are you doing beyond Academics? Peer Outreach Worker at Spectrum Youth and Family Ser-

vices. I took this position in September and have since fallen in love with my work. I work with the 

homeless population by providing access to whatever services they may need and by being a 

source of positive alignment. I have become incredibly passionate about my time spent at Spec-

trum and have gained new insight on our own exposure to poverty, and community relationships.  

What you have been up to since leaving Compass School? My journey since Compass has led me 

further down the road of focused self-discovery. Although film school was fun, I soon realized 

that I needed to focus on who I was rather than what I could do. I spent a year exploring Central 

America and Africa. My eyes were opened wide as I put together a puppet show with an orphan-

age in Guatemala and I was entirely present as I sang with Ugandan children who had just been 

granted the ability to attend school. Ultimately, I understood my place in this world through sim-

ply living in it. Check out my blog: (http://www.travelblog.org/Bloggers/Emma-Mullen/) 

Most interesting experience at Compass? A seminar in World Religions. It changed my life. It 

changed my view of education and through a supportive environment I was able stretch into ques-

tions that I hadnõt felt comfortable trying to answer previously.  

How Compass has helped you in your current life: Compass supported me in always knowing that 

my path was unique. It taught me the life skills I needed outside of the academic classroom and it 

taught me how valuable and necessary a supportive community is. Compass has helped me in 

going beyond the words of a textbook to creating purpose for the work I undertake. Compass gave 

me the opportunity and the tools to look around, see the world overseas, explore my home and to 

know where I stand in the grand scheme of things.  

What you tell others now about Compass: People are always shocked that I have done as much as 

I have at this point in my life. I tell them itõs because of Compass. I tell them that I felt the excite-

ment to explore because the education there showed me that I could go beyond memorization 

and find what truly interested me about the subject. Instead of just answering the òwhat,ó we were 

encouraged to push deeper into the òwhyó and òhow.ó I tell them that my teachers were some of 

the most influential people of my life and that they have showed me that the relationship between 

a student and a teacher doesnõt have to be a struggle for power. Instead, it can be a working rela-

tionship of cooperative learning. Finally, I tell them that I helped build a school.  

What you value most about your Compass experience: Out of everything that Compass gave to 

me, my sense of place as an individual and the power of supportive community consciously re-

sounds with each step I take. 

What do you like best about Compass? To come to school and be able to talk to the teachers as 

equals and to be able to collaborate with them if thereõs something that needs to be done. To be part of the 

democratic process in the school and being able to have some input into what policies are made. Having 

that freedom and having that voiceña lot of people miss out on that if they go to different schools  

How have you been changed by Compass? Iõm a lot more self aware. I definitely know how to help 
people and to help myself. To know what I need and ask for it. It has helped me become really independent. 

You have to take initiative. Itõs about giving people enough freedom to do what needs to get done but not 

enough to go crazy. 

Advice for someone coming to Compass? If you want to work hard and be supported and have a really 

great sense of accomplishment, then come to Compass. There is independence and community and a 

chance to be a part of how your school runs and thatõs just amazing. Iõve never seen that anyplace else. 

A L U M N I  P R O F I L E :  E M M A  M U L L E N  C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 5 

 

A L U M N I  P R O F I L E :  G U S  S H E P A R D  C L A S S  O F  2 0 03  

Current Locale/College: University of Vermont  Major in Economics, Minor in Political Science 

Fond memories from Compass: My memories of Compass are so overwhelmingly joyful that just 

approaching the building in my car I get a smile on my face that would make the Sun jealous. The 

trips were awesome, especially the one where the 9th and 10th graders went to Connecticut and 

met up with the rest of the school later in Cape Cod. That was one of the happiest weeks of my life. 

I loved the plays, the sports, the first days of classes when we went on trips to get to know each 

other and mountain days. But most of all I loved the people, my teachers and peers, and was 

friends with a great many. 

Most interesting experience at Compass: My most interesting experience was probably my senior 

project trip to Mexico. This is because it was probably the biggest leap I ever took and I learned so 

much about Mexico, the Maya and myself. It was a real eye-opener and life changing experience. 

How Compass has helped you in your current life: The spirit of Compass helps me every minute of 

every day. It is hard to describe exactly how this works. Perhaps itõs the self confidence I gained at 

Compass, and perhaps itõs the social skills, the writing skills or the learning skills. Perhaps itõs 

when my professors give me a little extra on my end-of-semester grade just because I òadded so 

much to the class.ó Perhaps itõs when I go for a job interview and they are impressed when I look 

them right in the eye and talk frankly about who I am and what I can do. Perhaps itõs when a girl 

takes interest in me because I am not afraid to be myself and who that is is quite unusual. 

Anything you want to communicate to people in the Compass community?  I am of the belief that 

Compass is a true gem, but a fragile one. I believe it is the responsibility of all of us to enjoy what 

we have, but to also protect it and add to it, to keep it healthy and growing. Coming back to visit 

Compass I have seen that the community is still flourishing from the contributions of all, but re-

member, even if something looks like it is complete and without need of any improvement, you 

still have something unique to add. 

òThe spirit of 

Compass helps 

me every minute 

of every day.ó 
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Part of the Graduating Class of 2007 

Rock Balancing Exploratory 



CLOWES FOUNDATION 

SCHOLARSHIP AID 

 

The Clowes Foundation, a 

family foundation established 

in 1952,  has awarded a 

grant of $20,000 to provide 

scholarship aid for the 2007-

2008 school year. Their 

award letter highlighted Com-

passõ success in creating a 

school where every individual 

is valued and high expecta-

tions are applied to all stu-

dents to not only do well in 

academic classes, but to act 

as strong community mem-

bers who are engaged in 

service, arts, athletics, and 

leadership.    

FIESTA DE MEXICO  

The 2nd Annual Mexico Night 

fundraiser was a great suc-

cess, bringing over 200 peo-

ple to Compass for a dinner, 

dancing, and a silent auction 

that showed off Compass 

and raised over $8000. Com-

bined with a generous grant 

from the Windham Founda-

tion, this fundraising assures 

all juniors are able to partici-

pate in our Mexico Border 

Expedition.  

BALTIMORE PARTNERSHIP  

The middle school partner-

ship evolves this year with a 

shared study of race in Amer-

ica culminating in a perform-

ance piece Compass and 

Connexions students will 

present together to regional 

audiences. Connexions stu-

dents will come to Compass 

in early January and our 8th 

graders head to Baltimore in 

May for family stays and rural

-urban immersion. 

 

COMPASS SOCCER 

Compass School celebrated itsõ 

9th soccer season this year 

with some great successes, a 

lot of good spirit, and a few 

disappointing losses. With an 

increased emphasis on condi-

tioning, the middle and high 

school players worked hard and 

developed a strong short pass-

ing game that showed positive 

results against Stratton Moun-

tain School and The Putney 

School. The middle school team 

finished the season with a 

memorable Halloween in-

costume match against Putney 

Grammar School ending in a 

friendly and entertaining tie as 

Lexi Atsalis-Gogel, dressed as a 

chicken, scored the tying goal. 

This year, we say goodbye to 

seniors Jake Saunders and 

Emily Murphy, both who have 

made significant contributions 

to the team with their leader-

ship and enthusiasm for the 

sport.    

 

 

COMPASS HOSTS FIRST EDU-

CATIONAL FORUM 

 

In early November, Rob Fried, 

author of The Game of 

School, The Passionate 

Teacher and The Passionate 

Learner, led a thought pro-

voking discussion on òWhat 

are our children really learn-

ing in todayõs schools?ó Em-

phasizing the needs of the 

òcreativeó economy, Fried 

explored how schools must 

prepare our children to be 

good citizens, community 

members, and adaptable 

workers who contribute to 

the betterment of the world.  

 

 

 

N O T E W O R T H Y  N E W S 

 

TEACHER TRAINING  

Compass connections with 

teacher and principal devel-

opment continues to grow. 

We have three year-long in-

terns from the WEL program 

at Keene State University and 

continue to teach the science 

teaching methods class for 

Antioch New England Gradu-

ate School. Graduate stu-

dents join in on 3rd block 

Science each Thursday, and 

then have their graduate 

seminar taught by Compass 

teachers immediately follow-

ing. We are partnering with 

Bellows Falls Union High 

School so these students can 

see science education in 

different settings. Admissions 

Director Bruce Chase is re-

ceiving his Administrative 

Certification as part of the 

Principalõs Residency Net-

work with Eric Rhomberg as 

his mentor.  

HEALTH WEEK 

In addition to a wide range of 

active workshops focused on 

Issues of Sexuality and Sub-

stances, as well as Healthy 

Living, students got sweaty 

with physical activities of an 

all-school Frisbee tourney, 

Budo instruction, a rocking 

Contradance, and a non-stop 

Dance-off as part of after-

noon activities.  

PHIL GRANT FEATURED IN 

VERMONT LIFE MAGAZINE 

Phil Grant was spotlighted in 

Vermont Life for winning the 

Governorõs Heritage Award as 

outstanding Vermont educa-

tor creating learning experi-

ences that address cultural 

heritage and Vermont tradi-

tions in their classroom. In 

another reflection of Com-

pass expanding reach, Phil is 

now Principal at People Acad-

emy High School in Morris-

ville, Vermont. 

 

òSeeing 7th and 

8th graders 

intently 

discussing real 

issues of race 

and privilege is 

something I 

didn't even think 

of until I was in 

my 30õs.ó   
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Compass and Connections 

Teachers and Students Jam-

ming Together 

COALITION OF ESSENTIAL 

SCHOOLS PRESENTATIONS 

Compass Faculty traveled to 

Denver with Westminster Cen-

ter School teachers to present  

at the Coalition of Essential 

Schools Fall Forum in Novem-

ber. Eric Rhomberg explored 

using videotaping to improve 

instruction, Lauren Beigel 

shared about our Judiciary 

and Student Leadership, and 

Rick Gordon helped educators 

think about how we live our 

values in our schools. This 

chance to learn with the best 

schools in the US enhances 

everyoneõs work. 

Halloween Teachers and Students 

New Teachers Beth White and 

Amir Flesher at Fiesta de Mexico 



Humanities 

7/8: We will transition between our VT history studies and our preparation for the Baltimore Xchange at the beginning of January by study-

ing the VT Eugenics Project of the 1920õs and 30õs and then delving into issues of race, tolerance and diversity. We will look at these is-

sues through the lens of current events and conflicts in our world. 

9/10 Exploring the 1940õs in The United States and beyond through history, literature, and the arts. Oral history, textbooks, fiction, and 

film will be used to convey what this decade was all about in America. A culminating project will be a ò1940õs museumó to which families 

and community members will be invited to see and hear student projects centered on the decade.   

11 th graders are engaged in an intensive study of the U.S.-Mexico border and immigration in prepa-

ration for a two week trip to Arizona and Mexico. Students are investigating their own heritage, 

World History and the history of Immigration, and looking at multiple perspectives on immigration 

policy reform and other border issues.   

Senior Seminar : Reading classical literature such as Oedipus Rex and contemporary short fiction, 

while also working on college applications and senior project planning.  

Science  

7/8: Human Anatomy, Physiology and Advanced Emergency Medicine; An in-depth study of the 

human body and its systems. This lays the foundation for an intensive study of Advanced Emergency 

Medicine for both wilderness and urban settings. By the end of the class all students will have developed 

the ability to save human life and have a much greater understanding of human anatomy and physiology. 

9-10:  Includes two electives, the first being Chemistry where students are introduced to kinetic theory, elements, the periodic table and 

balancing equations.  The second is Forensic Science where students will be introduced to the history of forensic science and criminal 

justice, and use the scientific inquiry process of observation, collection and data analysis which will be applied to fingerprinting, hair and 

fiber analysis, and crime scene investigation.  

11-12: Trimester-long core science course on the basics of Electricity, from charge to electrostatics to fields to current, voltage, and resis-

tance to circuits to generators and motors. We will undertake a major electrical engineering design challenge and study energy generation 

in our country and the alternatives available. 

Math 

Calculus: Starting trimester with applications of derivatives, then moving to integral calculus with anti-derivatives, the discovery of the Fun-

damental Theorem of Integral Calculus, solving the constant for an integral, and using the substitution method and integration by parts. 

Pre-Calculus:  Student gain proficiency in math skills necessary for studying calculus and other kinds of math, and gain an understanding 

of higher math principles and functions.  Topics covered include systems of linear equations and inequalities, the nature of graphs, and 

basics of trigonometry. 

11-12 Exploring Business Math: The students are challenged to create the largest profit possible with a starting fund of $50. The propos-

als are in and it looks like we may have a snack booth, battle of the bands and a t-shirt sale. Stay tunedé 

Algebra 2: Our focus this trimester is algebraic solutions to these quadratic equations. We are beginning with a thorough review of alge-

braic manipulation, then learn the properties of powers and radicals before learning to solve equations with powers. We will end with a 

thorough examination of quadratic equations, including applications such as projectile word problems and a NASA challenge. 

Algebra/Geometry: Finishing up linear equations and heading into the geometric world of lines, comics, perspective drawing and more. 

7/8 math classes are focusing on Geometry concepts. 7th graders will explore angles, polygons and polyhedra, proving why there are only 

five regular polyhedra (Platonic solids). They will review the concepts of  area and perimeter, using  them as a window on irrational num-

bers, ending with an application project on fractals. 8th graders will begin by discovering the formulas for surface area and volume of 

prisms and cylinders. They will then study the concept of slope and learn how to graph lines on a coordinate plane. Both grades continue 

to build their critical thinking and mathematical communication skills through Problems of the Week. 

Spanish highlightsé 

The Juniors are brushing up on their tenses and spoken Spanish as they gear up for their trip to Mexico. 

A few of the advanced Spanish students are having fun integrating òintercambiosó (language exchanges) into their Spanish classes 

with our Spanish exchange students. Senior Asah Cramer notes òSpanish highsó after having her first two intercambios with 10th 

grade Spain native Compass student  Christina Diaz.  

1B students will be writing childrenõs stories, presentations and a play. Students will be conjugating verbs in the present tense, con-

solidating their knowledge in use of pronouns, vocabulary and sentence structure. 

The 7th graders are enthused as they completed their first trimester learning the Spanish basics. They have pledged as a class that 

they will conduct a Humanities class in Spanish before they graduate!  

C U R R I C U L U M  C O R N E R :  SE C O N D  T R I M E S T E R 
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Dan Nichols fronts Teacher 

and Student Band  



S T U D E N T  W O R KñóUTOPIAó ESSAY INTRODUCTIONS  

òLearning that 

can't be learned 

in books.  

Learning you 

don't forget after 

the test.   

Learning that 

sticks.ó 
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Garth LeMessurier, òSunó 

Somnus 

Asah Cramer, Grade 12 

Three brassy chimes sound the third hour in 

the morning. But no one notices; no one even 

stirs. In the rooms upon rooms of sleeping 

bodies, the chimes bother no one. They are 

not meant to. The chimes sound every hour, 

and never, never are they to wake the sleep-

ers. 

No, nothing is to wake them. Worlds would 

break, should they be woken, people would 

cease, should they be woken, reality would be 

brought to a sudden and jarring surface and 

the time that has been so faithfully docu-

mented by chimes at the hour would be  

thrown askew.  

But the sleepers, they sleep on, and show no 

signs of waking, so all is well. In the distance, 

there are sounds of light breathing, and the 

ticking of time passed. Someone coughs and 

rolls over, and returns to the way things were. 

Digital Utopia 

Ian Mahoney, Grade 12 

I stood, quite unsure of whether to 

be excited or terrified. I felt out of 

place and uncomfortable despite 

the myriad varieties of lounge 

chairs, couches, and beds I had 

stuffed in to my ever expanding 

room. I looked at the nearest chair 

and it slid obligingly across the 

floor towards me. However, I could-

n't bring myself to sit down. I ran 

over the information in my head for 

what seemed like the millionth 

time in the past ten minutes. I 

knew all of the facts, I had all of 

the data, so why was it so difficult 

to face what was about to happen? 

Of all of the children my age, all of 

the children I had grown up with, I 

was the oldest. I would be the first 

to see the real world. 

Juxtopose 

Nina Goldberg, Grade 11 

The world is full of colors. The world is 

full of music. Everywhere there are 

beautiful colors not even imaginable 

and every street plays a different tune. 

The world is perfect. The world offers it 

all and nothing less. Like words in a 

beautiful sequence. Like poetic words. 

Almost like a poem.  

Sunshine in my face, I walk down the 

street 

Lovely colors 

Like turquoise, but more blue 

Like red, but with more passion 

Like yellow, but even brighter 

Ladies dressed in clothes of every fab-

ric 

Purple silk, green satin, pink lace 

The perfect dress. 

My Utopia 

Max Schadt, Grade 11 
 

I heard about Free on the news today. I think the last 

time I heard about them was over two years ago. I 

can still remember when they did it. It was during a 

time of hardship, when everyone was run by fear, 

fear of a third world war. Most people did nothing, 

lived their lives the same as always, except they 

constantly had one eye on the news, waiting, listen-

ing, hoping to never hear that WWIII had started.  I 

remember the group that called themselves Free 

though; they did something drastic. A group of very 

like-minded people from New England started their 

own community situated in a wilderness area of Sas-

katchewan, Canada. They said the òatmosphere of 

the civilized world was highly detrimental to their 

physical, mental, and spiritual well being,ó so they 

decided to leave that life and start one that they 

thought more fulfilling and less controlled. 

 

. 

 

Soo-Mi Park, òFloweró 

Annelise Kloster, òBeadsó 



My SIgnicant Learning 

Jillian Murphy, Grade 8 

I think risk means something different to everyone. I guess I 

count coming to a new school as a risk. Other people may say 

itõs no big deal, but I am sort of coming out of my comfort zone 

and starting all over again. Well, the choice to come to Com-

pass was completely up to me. Iõm really happy I made the deci-

sion. I guess through changing schools I can learn what Iõm 

capable of. As cheesy as it sounds, I really figured out I can do 

anything I set my mind to. In my short time at Compass, I really 

see how itõs true. In the end itõs really up to me. I have to push 

myself and do what I want to do. 

 

M O R E  S T U D E N T  W O R K 

  

Auschwitz Rap Lyrics 

Avery Ehrlich, grade 11 

December 13th: 19-43 

Thatõs the last time that I remember being free. 

Thatõs the last time I remember being me! 

No signs, or goodbyes from the family, 

Ever since I got on that train, itõs been nothing but pain 

Cold nights and mind games 

My frameõs feeling weak 

Like me 

Bodyõs too heavy for my feet. 

I look into the mirror, Say òIõm Levió but in these Days 

Iõm just a number 

Stomach rumbling like thunder 

 

I wonder if Iõll ever see my wife again, 

Man, I wonder if Iõll ever see life againé.. 

òAt Compass, I 

was a respected 

member of a 

community where 

students and 

teachers were 

learning from and 

supporting each 

other mutually.ó 
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Asah Cramer, Zoology Comic Book 

Asah Cramer, òOedipus Rexó 

Exchange Students:  

Compass is thrilled to welcome 

our five foreign exchange stu-

dents this year: Soo-Mi Park and 

Jungeun Lee from South Korea 

and Daniel Pazos Lope, Christina 

Diaz Astray, and Miguel Pastana 

Sicre from Spain 

Alex Swanson, òSarahõs Eyeó 



P.O. Box 177 

7892 US Route 5 

Westminster Station, VT 05159 

Phone: 802-463-2525 

Fax: 802-463-2520 

E-mail: info@compass-school.org 

Compass School 

 inspires and educates all students to develop  

the knowledge, skills and personal qualities  

essential to pursue their dreams  

and contribute positively to the world. 

C O M P A S S  S C H O O L 

sources needed to sustain 

our goals and the unyielding 

mission to educate any child 

who desires an education at 

Compass regardless of their 

economic circumstance. This 

passion permeates the lead-

ership at Compassñwhen 

passions are recognized and 

honored great successes 

result.  

Being a non-profit organiza-

tion creates a financial chal-

lenge. There are hundreds of 

non-profit organizations in 

our community-at-large, 

seemingly all vying for the 

same pool of wealth. But it is 

an important responsibility 

we all have to keep hope 

alive for the many children in 

our society who would benefit 

from a different path than 

that offered with public fund-

ing. With the opportunity to 

Much work has been done 

this year to create a strategic 

plan to carry Compass School 

forward. Board, Faculty, Staff, 

and Students joined together 

in Spring õ07 to revisit the 

mission and vision of Com-

pass and develop compre-

hensive strategies to guide 

the next 5 years of growth 

and abundance. From fiscal 

planning, governance and 

fundraising to program en-

hancement, community de-

velopment and educational 

stewardship our compass is 

pointed in its right direction.   

In planning for the develop-

ment work within the scope 

of the strategic plan, Com-

pass is embarking on sound 

activity with great financial 

promise. Many development 

approaches will be pursued 

to gain the financial re-

participate in a supportive 

educational setting that hon-

ors individual needs, these 

kids flourish and become the 

promise of the future. For 

Compass to succeed finan-

cially, the greater community 

must see the successes at 

Compass and be inspired by 

the stellar work and dedication 

of its teachers and students.  

Compass admissions, market-

ing, and development are 

working together to increase 

awareness, enrollment and 

revenue with the intent of 

establishing stability without 

compromising the integrity of 

the Compass mission. As we 

further invest in development 

work, we will continue the 

search for potential grants and 

charitable giving that benefits 

our programs. We continue to 

develop relationships with 

F R O M  T H E  B O A R D  O F  D IR E C T O R S 

 

 

 

T H A N K S  T O  O U R  

M A J O R  D O N O R S 
 

Clowes Foundation Turrell Foundation 

Grafton Cheese Company Albertõs Organics 

Sovernet   United Natural Foods 

Windham Foundation J. Housen and Co.   

Shirley and Aram Bedros Leslie Goldman and Matt Peake 

Richard Wojcik  Rick Holmstrom & Kate Ridgeway

www.compass-school.org 

 

people seeking to support life 

changing education. We are 

building our annual events cal-

endar as a sustainable income 

resource. Of course, our most 

connected resource is through 

our annual appeal. We hope to 

increase this source by 50% this 

year.  

We have much to be thankful for 

and much work to do. This will 

be a year of growth opportunity 

through the implementation of 

our newly defined initiatives and 

our strategic plan. It is exciting 

time to be part of the Compass 

community. I hope many people 

are drawn to our educational 

mission and vision and find that 

our non-profit organization is an 

endeavor worth supporting.            

ñMichele Turner, for the Board 

Coach Bruce Chase and the Middle School Soccer Team at Halloween 

C O M E  T O  T H E  F I R S T  A N N U A L  
F I N E  F O O D  S C H O L A R S H I P  

F U N D R A I S E R  T O  B E  H E L D  I N  
A P R I L 


