
Compass was approached by a 

group striving to conserve the 

Bald Hill Nature Area above 

Bellows Falls. This group 

needed a website to publicize 

their efforts and share informa-

tion related to the proposed 

conservation area. Working with 

Compass director Eric Rhom-

berg, students created a com-

prehensive, creative website 

using GPS mapping technology.   

(continued on page 2)  

Imagine going to school each 

day in a place that is committed 

to making a difference in the 

world. Compass Schoolõs inspir-

ing mission includes the pledge 

to develop students who make 

a positive contribution to the 

world. We are pleasantly sur-

prised to find our students and 

graduates are exceeding even 

our idealistic expectations in 

having a positive impact 

through their lives and work.  

Community Service Winter Term 

always has offered the opportu-

nity to make real contributions 

to the larger community. Work-

ing in teams on real problems, 

our students have helped the 

Westminster Selectboard re-

think solid waste management, 

created a resource information 

guide for homeless across the 

state, and designed exhibits 

and educational tools for the 

Nature Museum at Grafton.  

These projects, and others like 

them, are not only inspiring and 

beneficial for our Compass 

studentsñthey provide services 

that would not otherwise be 

available to the non-profit part-

ners with whom we work.  

Even more impressive is the 

impact Compass Winterm 

groups are having on some 

major local projects. Two years 

ago, a group of Compass stu-

dents collaborated with Con-

necticut River Transit to design 

a new bus center and mainte-

nance facility in Rockingham. 

After consulting with the com-

pany director, students   

reviewed and assessed loca-

tions being considered for 

purchase, drew up site plans 

and building designs using 

Google SketchUp, and pre-

sented to the Transit Board. 

Two years later, the multimil-

lion dollar project is under 

construction on the very site 

Compass students recom-

mended with many of our 

Architecture Teamõs ideas 

incorporated into the facility.  

This is definitely real learning 

for the real world. 

For Winterm last year, 

MAKING A REAL DIFFERENCE IN THE WORLD 

F R O M  T H E  D I R E C T O R 

òEveryone accepts you for who 

you are. You donõt have to worry 

about which table to choose at 

lunch time.ó So stated Compass 

junior Lucas Langione as he 

was speaking recently to a 

group of educators.  

Lucas accompanied Compass 

admissions director Bruce 

Chase and me as we traveled 

to Keene High School to meet 

with their guidance department. 

Our objective was to inform this 

group of eight counselors about 

the nature of Compass and the 

types of students who might be 

interested in considering this 

option. 

Bruce figured that Lucas, a 

former Keene High student, 

could help answer questions 

and speak from a student point 

of view. Although we hadnõt 

asked Lucas to prepare any-

thing, he pulled out a note card 

with bulleted points that he 

wanted to address: 

òAt Compass you call the teach-

ers by their first names, and 

that goes along with the close 

relationships we develop. The 

teachers really care about you 

and how you are doing. They 

get to know you as a person. 

òAnd the students are all 

friends. It doesnõt matter what 

clothes you wear or what music 

you like. Itõs just such a calm 

and comfortable atmosphere.ó 

òWith the small classes I get 

the individual attention I need 

to be successful, and the 
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Since, the Bald Hill Conservation 

Committee received a $165,000 

grant, and just last month the 

deal was finalized to protect an 

additional 57 acres of woodland, 

which will make a total of over 

300 acres of land conserved 

through the VT Land Trust.  

We have been hearing about so 

many  Compass graduates who 

are continuing to make a differ-

ence in the world beyond Com-

passõ doors. Katelin Wilton, who 

graduated from Compass in 

2004, has spent the better part 

of the past 4 years in Africa work-

ing with children affected by HIV/

Aids. Katelin recently secured a 

contract with the United Nations 

to continue her UNICEF research 

alongside the youth support 

group she helped form. Katelin 

has been nominated for the Rho-

des and Marshall Scholarships, 

the most prestigious recognition 

for college graduates who have 

òembodied the spirit of public 

duty and academic accomplish-

ment.ó Katelin continues the pub-

lic service work she began as a 

Compass student, taking it to a 

level beyond our expectations! 

Emma Mullen spent a year of ser-

vice in Africa and Latin America, 

Jake Ballard and Ryan Jacobs 

proudly serve in the US military, 

Gus Shepard is serving youth in his 

work at Shelburne Farms Educa-

tional Center, and Zach Stevens 

graduated with honors from Uni-

versity of Chicago with a disserta-

tion on the òCulture of Second 

Lifeó that tells us much about this 

on-line community.  

There are countless other ways 

Compass students are making a 

difference in the world. Some of 

these are more òhigh profileóñsuch 

as Peter Lowell and Wilson Schrei-

berõs Senior Project designing re-

habilitative technology for victims 

of spinal cord injuries, Compass 

juniors offering health care for 

deportees along the US-Mexico 

Border, and the GMO Free Schools 

Committee formed after a visit this                                     

by world renowned expert and 

author Jeffrey Smith.  

Maybe almost as important are the 

more mundane ways we make a 

difference in the worldñvisits to the 

elderly and preschoolers, independ-

ent projects that establish a foun-

dation for other great works, stu-

dent government that exercises 

responsibility for the well being of 

the school, creation of theater and 

art that enlightens and entertains, 

and countless acts students and 

teachers make every day to show 

caring and compassion, to touch 

the lives of others, to model the 

best of what we hope to see in 

good community members and 

good citizens.  

At Compass School we take seri-

ously our mission to, òInspire and 

educate students to gain the knowl-

edge, skills, and personal qualities 

essential to pursuing their dreams 

and having a positive impact on the 

world.ó This is much more than mere 

platitudesñwe live it every day, yet 

we are humbled and amazed by  

The Afternoon Exploratory Program offers diverse 

and exciting learning opportunities that comple-

ment academic classes. Some of the popular 

choices this year include: 

¶ AnimationñFun with the art of motion.  

¶ Halloween CabaretñA student written script 

performed at local elementary schools. 

¶ Intramural SoccerñSpirited and quality play 

bringing together a wide range of abilities. 

¶ VolleyballñVolleyball is not only a new ex-

ploratory but is also the hit new lunch time 

and afterschool activity. 

¶ YogañMind, body, spirit. 

¶ LandscapingñRevitalizing the Compass gar-

dens  

¶ Siddhartha and ArtñBringing mindfulness to 

the creative process 

¶ Poetry ConnexionsñFostering the relationship 

between Compass and ConneXions School, 

through song and poetry. To view their sub-

missions, go to http://www.compass-

school.org/poetryconnexions/blog. 

¶ Food and Farmingñ Visiting and working at 

area farms to learn about agriculture and 

food.   
 

M A K I N G  A  D I F F E R E N C E  ( C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P G .  1 ) 

DIRECTORõS THOUGHTS 

With great pride, 

we find Compass 

students making 

a real difference 

in the world 

directly related to 

their high school  

experiences. 
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classes are really interesting. We do all sorts of 

cool things. The school fits my learning style. 

òIõm starting to really take initiative and follow my 

interests. Like Iõm really into music, and thatõs 

encouraged here. And students take leadership. 

Weõre involved with making decisions, enforcing 

rules and even running exploratory classes.ó 

Luke was articulate and well organized, looking 

this group of adults in the eye and confidently 

expressing himself. They were very impressed, and 

one counselor asked Luke how long he had been 

at Compass. òAbout six weeks,ó was Lukeõs an-

swer, and they were even more impressed, think-

ing he must be a Compass veteran. 

Lukeõs experience at Compass is typical. New stu-

dents are quickly drawn into our positive school 

culture. And this year the culture is feeling more 

positive and engaged than ever. 

ñEric Rhomberg 

   Director, Compass School  

9-10 Science Class studies Pressure 

and Flight with Rocket Project 

( C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P G .  1 ) 

E X C I T I N G  E X P L O R A T O R I E S 

what a difference our students 

already are making to help 

shape the kind of world we hope 

to see. 

 

Tech Club 2008 

http://www.compass-school.org/poetryconnexions/blog
http://www.compass-school.org/poetryconnexions/blog


Current Locale/College: Arcadia University                     Majoring in Art History 

What are you doing at college? My major is Art History. However I have played around with photog-

raphy, metals and jewelry. At the moment I am abroad studying in Greece.  

What are you doing beyond Academics? Since my time at Compass I have been to Scotland, 

Greece and a couple more places in the U.S. I have a plan in the works to go to Egypt, Spain, 

Greece, Bulgaria, Italy, Croatia, Turkey, Morocco and possibly Jordan in the next 6-8 months.  

However, when I am not abroad I am involved with my schoolõs dance club as well as choir. Out-

side of school I have been interning at two museums in the Philadelphia area.  

Where do you think you are heading?: After I complete my B.A. in Art History next year, I have the 

intention of going on further and getting a Masterõs in Architectural History.  

Fond memories of your Compass days: Swimming in the ocean in May the night after we had an 

all-school capture the flag game in Cape Cod. Having Frank (French teacher) lead us around Mon-

tréal in the pouring rain on an endless treasure hunt. Seeing how creative Louise could be with 

her Giving Day present (she never let us down), having someone surprise Judiciary with cookies 

when we had to meet at lunch, hilarious playsñmany fond memories and that is just touching the 

surface.    

How has Compass helped you in your current life?: Because of Compass, I have been better pre-

pared to face not only the academic world butalso the real world because I have an open mind.  I 

have a lot of different experiences that I can refer back to in times of need. One of the things that 

has helped me the most was the teachers. By being available when we need them the most, I now 

feel comfortable going and asking for help when I need it. Compass has given me confidence in 

myself, which helps me every day. 

What do you tell others now about Compass?: I say that it is small but the quality and diversity of 

learning that you can have there makes all the difference. 

What do you value most about your Compass experience?: It was a place where I could grow into 

myself relatively free of the pressures one might face in a more traditional school. 

What do you like best about Compass? To come to school and be able to talk to the teachers as 

equals and to be able to collaborate with them if thereõs something that needs to be done. To be part of the 

democratic process in the school and being able to have some input into what policies are made. Having 

that freedom and having that voiceña lot of people miss out on that if they go to different schools  

How have you been changed by Compass? Iõm a lot more self aware. I definitely know how to help 
people and to help myself. To know what I need and ask for it. It has helped me become really independent. 

You have to take initiative. Itõs about giving people enough freedom to do what needs to get done but not 

enough to go crazy. 

Advice for someone coming to Compass? If you want to work hard and be supported and have a really 

great sense of accomplishment, then come to Compass. There is independence and community and a 

chance to be a part of how your school runs and thatõs just amazing. Iõve never seen that anyplace else. 

A L U M N I  P R O F I L E:  J E S S I C A  P E D I G O C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 6  

 

A L U M N I  P R O F I L E :  C O R Y  B R O O K E- D E B O C K  C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 8 

Current Locale/College: Grinnell College    Majoring in Science 

What are you doing at college? I am heading mainly into the sciences. I am greatly looking forward 

to all the new challenges these heavy science courses will provide. Attending a small liberal arts 

college, at least one of my classes is in a realm outside of science, and that keeps me sane. 

Where do you think you are heading ?:I have utterly fallen in love with Grinnell College, it is perfect 

for me in so many ways. It is my first year at Grinnell, so I donõt know exactly where I am headed. I 

intend to do the neuroscience concentration here, and then maybe major in Biology or Chemistry. 

How has Compass helped you in your current life?: Compass has done an excellent job in preparing 

me for the rigors of college life and work. Thanks to the Compass focus on community and figuring 

out how you as an individual learn, I went to college knowing exactly my strength and weaknesses. 

Compassõ one weakness is a lack of AP courses, which while it may seem like a little set back dur-

ing my first semester in college, is totally worthwhile as a trade off for all the other great things that 

go on at Compass. 

Fond memories from Compass days: Mountain day, health week, project week, Film Class, pick any 

one of these events and a whole hoard of memories comes flooding back. Mountain Day was 

one of my favorite days of the year: chattering and general happy noise arise on the bus ride to 

the mountain. I remember great conversations with friends about just about anything. 
What do you tell others now about Compass?: One of the things I most look forward to is telling 

people about Compass. It is so much fun to see the look of astonishment and sometimes envy 

as they recount their horrible tales of high school. Then it becomes my turn to gush and boast 

about all the great things that go on at Compass. 

What do you value most about your Compass experience?: I value who it let me become. Before 

Compass I was a very shy quiet kid who only said the bare minimum. Compass was there to 

offer support and a freedom to become who I am today. I started out going to Compass still very 

shy and timid, but with its welcoming community and open atmosphere it allowed me to recog-

nize the kind of person I was and the kind of person I wanted to become. 

 

òCompass has 

given me 

confidence in 

myself, which 

helps me every 

day.ó 
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          8th Grade Graduation 2008 

Will McCarthyñ                       

Middle School Soccer 



GMO EXPERT INSPIRES 

International bestselling au-

thor, Jeffery Smith, spent a 

day at Compass educating 

the community about the 

health risks of GMOs and 

providing a vision for health-

ier non-GMO choices. In his 

visit to Compass, he inspired 

a group of students and 

teachers to form a group to 

work on changing Compass 

Schoolõs food purchasing 

habits to include non-GM, 

locally grown food. 

STUDENTS AND TEACHERS 

PRESENT AT INTERNATIONAL 

CES FALL FORUM             

Compass has been a leader 

in the Coalition of Essential 

Schools since opening. 

Teachers have presented at 

their International Fall Forum 

for years, and for the first 

time, this November, 3 stu-

dents joined 5 teachers in 

Charlotte, NC to present 5 

workshops at the Coalition of 

Essential Schoolsõ Fall Fo-

rum. 9th graders Kailey 

Rinder and Sophie Taylor-

Havens joined Lauren Beigel 

for two inspiring sessions: 

one about òPresentations of 

Learning: Using Reflective 

Assessment to Change Stu-

dentsõ Everyday Lives.ó and 

another focused on our Con-

nexions Partnership in a 

workshop entitled, òThis Ainõt 

No Fresh Air Fund Program: 

Creating Understanding 

Through a Unique Urban-

Rural Exchange.ó Beth White 

and Amah Greenstein offered 

a workshop on òFeeding Our-

selves and Our Communi-

ties.ó Amir Flesher was joined 

by Senior Max Schadt and 

Beth to share about the inter-

disciplinary òScience of the  

Mindó course. Founding Di-

rector Rick Gordon led a criti-

cal friends conversation on 

the question, òAre we making 

a difference beyond our 

schools?ó This opportunity for 

students and teachers to 

share our work with other 

educators from around the 

world reflects one more way 

Compass is making a differ-

ence far beyond our walls. 

 

College Day Visit to    

Amherst , Ma. 

 

 

Students and Teachers Pre-

sent at International CES Fall 

Forum 

Compass has been a leader 

in the Coalition of Essential 

Schools since opening. 

Teachers have presented at 

their International Fall Forum 

for years, and for the first 

time, this year 3 students 

joined 5 teachers in Char-

lotte, NC in November to 

present 5 workshops at the 

Coalition of Essential 

Schoolsõ Fall Forum. 9th grad-

ers Kailey Rinder and Sophie 

Taylor-Havens joined Lauren 

VOLLEYBALLñTHE NEW FRIS-

BEE? 

Volleyball has been all the 

rage this autumn at Com-

pass. Inspired by the Sum-

mer Olympics, volleyball 

seems like a perfect sport for 

our school, needing only 

small numbers of players to 

make it work. At lunchtime, 

after school, and exploratory 

time, our grass court is now 

busy with happy team play. 

 

CANOE TRIP 

The Middle School spent two 

days on Somerset Reservoir 

near Wilmington, VT in mid-

October, canoeing and camp-

ing on a tiny island. Stellar 

weather and stunning foliage 

colors were the backdrop to 

peaceful moments and a 

brisk paddle. Among the high-

lights of the trip was a short 

solo experience in which 

students were able to reflect 

and enjoy the peace of na-

ture. Students and staff re-

turned with a stronger sense 

of community and apprecia-

tion of one another. 

 

 

 

N O T E W O R T H Y  N E W S 

RELIGIONS COURSE WRES-

TLES WITH LIFEõS GREAT 

QUESTIONS 

Compassõ Comparative 

Religions course feels like it 

should be required for every 

high schooler. Dealing with 

questions that really matter 

to teensñWhat is the pur-

pose of life? Why are we 

here? What does it mean to 

lead a good lifeñ 15 Juniors 

and Seniors joined teacher 

Amir Flesher in developing 

an understanding of religion 

and spirituality.  Visits to an 

Islamic Mosque, a Jewish 

Rabbi, and with a Buddhist 

expert gave students direct 

experience with people of 

faith, and an appreciation of 

the beliefs that serve as guide-

posts for so many people 

worldwide. 

HEALTH WEEK 

òWhat a great selection of 

offerings!ó exclaimed students 

in signing up for Health Week. 

Workshops from Mindful-

Breathing to Accupuncture to 

Music and Healing, a day de-

voted to Action in our Commu-

nities, a screening of the 

movie òShout it Outó with Di-

rector Bess OõBrien, and a day 

discussing gender and society 

all contributed to an engaging, 

enlightening Health Week.  

NEW FOOD DIRECTOR ELE-

VATES HEALTH AND WELL-

NESS 

Cher Anderson joins the staff 

this year to run the food pro-

gram. Judging by the long lines 

at lunch (with all but a handful 

of students eating school 

lunch), the reviews are univer-

sally positive. More fresh, local 

food prepared from scratch, 

snacks at the end of the day, 

and thoughtfully prepared 

vegetarian and gluten free 

options are all on the menu. 

Sharing good food makes our 

community so much richer. 

 

 

òCompassõ small 

community has 

allowed me to 

respect myself 

as an individual 

and not as an 

insignificant part 

of a larger 

whole.ó   
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Students Dressed for the Cold on 

Mountain Day ô08 

Lauren, Sophie, Max, 

Kailey, and Rick after 

returning from                     

CES Fall Forum  



Humanities 

7-8: The Middle School will focus on the concept of societies and civilizations by focusing on the Ancient World this trimester. By reviewing 

the portrayal of rules and alternative societies in The Giver, Lord of the Flies, and Animal Farm, we will research the early formations of law 

and order and how the arts, especially storytelling, supported societal structures.              

9-10: The Roaring Twenties: Students will study the important events, people, art and politics of the decade, with an opportunity to delve 

into an independent focus in the final weeks of the unit. The classic novel, The Great Gatsby, which takes place in the 1920õs, will en-

hance our study. Our culminating event will be the creation of a òliving museumó of this exciting decade.  

11 th graders are conducting an Overview of World History. Students will synthesize their work in the form of a narrative piece of creative 

work. The second half the trimester will be devoted to preparing Juniors for their Expedition to Arizona and Mexico, studying issues around 

immigration from Mexico and Central America.   

12th graders are in Senior Seminar busily working on drafting college essay and resumes. Later in the year they will plan independent 

Senior Projects required for graduation.  

Science  

7-8: After wrapping up the scientific method and tools of science, we will move into simple machines and energy.                                          

9-10: DNA and Genetic Engineering/Bioethics. Students begin by building a foundation of knowledge 

about the structure and function of DNA. With this grounding, they are then able to grapple with the 

complexities of genetic engineering and its many ethical questions.                                                    

Cellular Biology: After looking at the organelles within a cell and their functions, we expand our under-

standing by looking at cellular respiration and photosynthesis. We also focus on the processes of 

Mitosis and Meiosis, leading into a study of how plants and many other organisms reproduce.          

11-12: Physical Chemistry: A college preparatory review of chemistry fundamentals, with emphasis on 

hands on laboratory work and problem solving.                                                                                     

Mechanics: Studying the branch of Physics dealing with the study of motion, a fundamental idea in all 

of science. Basically, we will be rolling, dropping, throwing and smashing things. 

Math 

Calculus: We will be exploring the world of derivatives, moving from easily understood derivatives of 

straight lines to the slopes of tangents of curves.  We will cover Power, Product, and Chain Rules for 

derivatives.         

Pre-Calculus:  We are looking at functions from all directions--reflections, domains and families, using posters, graphing calculators and 

numeric solutions.                

Algebra 2: Our focus this trimester is algebraic solutions to quadratic equations. We are beginning with a thorough review of algebraic ma-

nipulation, then learn the properties of powers and radicals before learning to solve equations with powers. We will end with a thorough 

examination of quadratic equations, including applications such as projectile word problems and a NASA challenge. 

Algebra/Geometry: After covering the basic vocabulary of geometry, we will do straight edge and compass constructions before moving 

into the study of the distributive property; FOIL/factoring of binomials and polynomials, respectively; and parallel lines and their relation-

ship with transversals. 

7-8 math classes are focusing on Geometry concepts. 7th graders will explore angles, polygons and polyhedra, proving why there are only 

five regular polyhedra (Platonic solids). We review area and perimeter, using them as a window on irrational numbers. 8th graders will 

begin by discovering the formulas for surface area and volume of prisms and cylinders, then study slope and learn how to graph lines on a 

coordinate plane. Both grades continue to build critical thinking and mathematical communication skills through Problems of the Week. 

Spanish  

7th grade: Weõre learning the basics of grammar, conversation and culture with the goal of becoming bilingual students by the time they 

are in High School. We are learning about the geography, people, and cultures of diverse Latin America, and what we call òLa Raza Hu-

manaóñwhich highlights how we are all connected and share more similarities with each other than differences.  

8th grade Spanish is flying! We are preparing for a big verb maniañreviewing regular verbs and beginning the irregulars. Students will 

study Oaxaca, Mexico as we prepare for an artist and political activist from this part of Southern Mexico who will visit in February. 

Spanish 1B: Students are learning new vocabulary, grammar, expressions, and sentence structure through thematic units such as Ani-

mals, Nature/Weather, Housing, and Hispanics in the U.S. The cultural theme of the year focuses on abstract concepts behind objects, 

events, and behaviors from other cultures. 

Spanish 2: Students are expanding their knowledge of the various verb forms through work in class and individually.  By the third trimes-

ter, students will have increased their knowledge and comfort level from approximately  6 verb forms to more than 15. Students continu-

ally expand their understanding through intense conversation and literature study during each class.   

C U R R I C U L U M  C O R N E R :  SE C O N D  T R I M E S T E R 
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Middle Schoolers take to the wa-

ter for a Classwide Challenge 



S T U D E N T  W O R K 

òCompass has 

motivated me to 

do my absolute 

best.ó ñChris 

Diak 
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Lexi Atsalis-Gogol, òThrough the Lensó 

     

My Mask 

Miah Fiske, Grade 8 

I grow older. Iõm in a school now where I can 

be judged for who I am. I am constantly think-

ing of my nose, my hideous nose. Iõm always 

trying to hide my noseõs ski jump. My nose is 

somehow hidden, or covered up. Iõm not sure 

why I care so much about it. I know that I 

shouldnõt. Itõs what makes me myself. It will 

be always be a part of me though, forever. I 

need to learn to accept and appreciate my 

nose. When I accept my nose, I can pay atten-

tion to more important things in life.  

Iõm looking out into this world, watching how 

the news is breaking peopleõs hearts, my 

heart. My heart name is Shalem, meaning 

happiness and peace maker. When I let go of 

the fear of people staring at my nose, I will 

learn that maybe I can focus more on whatõs 

happening with our country. This world is the 

most beautiful thing Iõve ever laid my eyes on. 

My eyes will now go from dull brown to bright 

pieces of art. My eyes are now peace signs. I 

just wish people were making this world a 

better place, a cleaner place. 

Inner Peace 

Sarah Schreiber, Grade 11 

Inner peace is a feeling of pure 

happiness and no desire to be 

anywhere else or have anything 

else. When you have inner peace, 

thereõs nothing else bothering you 

and youõre calm. I think that when 

you have inner peace, that mo-

ment is close to perfect. Youõre 

happy with the people youõre with, 

youõre happy with yourself, youõre 

content in the place youõre in, 

youõre happy in the situation youõre 

in and you wouldn't change any-

thing. You wouldn't need anything 

else for that moment either, noth-

ing extra anyways. I also think that 

inner peace is a mix of a lot of 

other feelings, like happiness, con-

tentment, ease, and so on, that all 

come together to create inner 

peace.  

Heal 

Hannah Venman-Clay, Grade 12 

Reopening a wound 

That I thought had healed over 

Exposing the pain 

That keeps me up at night 

Holding on to the memory 

Of your lonely face 

Engrained onto my memory 

Like hot iron 

Pressed upon my fragile skin 

Time may heal the burn 

The mark will always stay 

Year from now 

When words have not been exchanged 

In what may feel like a millennium 

The simple wish 

That you are still alive 

Filling the world with hope  

Accomplishing things  

That you have always wanted 

Since I will be doing the same 

Along the Border 

Kelty Wilton, Grade 12 

Deported Mexicans straggled down the road toward 

me and a few other teenage Vermonters. Most 

crossed the road and confusedly accepted food and 

water from citizens of the country that had just de-

ported them. Alone, one man stayed on the other 

side of the road and began to re-lace his shoes. I 

crossed and offered him my cup. His watery eyes 

viewed the cup with vacant disorientation, but met 

mine with the look of rubble cast once more into the 

shape of a man; shards of spirit began to mend. We 

were from the country that had taken his shoe laces 

away so that it was harder for him to run, and we 

were there for him. Instantly, a connection was 

formed, a union created, between two citizens, two 

cultures, over one border. This man and the specific 

day may fade from my memory, and I would not be 

surprised if he had more important things to hold 

onto, but what still remains is the destruction of at 

least one wall, the one between people. 

 

. 

 

Lexi Atsalis-Gogol, òRebeccaó 

Connor Kloster, òSkateboardó 



Reflections from Solo Time on the Middle 

School Canoe Trip 

Aurora Phillips, Grade 8 

I gazed at the glassy water and saw a disturbance in the aque-

ous peace. The little waves that were gliding into the shore 

were gently tapping the surface of a rather large rock in the 

water. When each small wave came in contact with the unmov-

ing rock, ripples were sent out from that one point to as far as I 

could see. Ripple upon ripple upon ripple, all gliding out into the 

reservoir, away from the rock. I thought of these little interrup-

tions in the flow of the water as if they were the messages that I 

as a person am sending out to the world. Every little thing that I 

do is affecting everyone else. In a way, all of us are like the 

rock, constantly interrupting the flow of the water. Everything 

we do or say or see affects the lives of others and the life of the 

whole world. Our impact is larger than we think--larger than 

weõd like to think. Is this really true? Does every little thing I 

ever do, everything that I am, affect the world in some way? I 

had to know. I sprang onto my feet and hopped to the waterõs 

edge. Kneeling down, I reached out with the tip of my finger and 

touched the waterõs surface as gently as I could. I watched in 

awe as each and every ripple spread wider and wider in one 

vast expanse. What I do and who I am does affect the world in 

tremendous ways. I felt as if I had always known this, but that 

actually seeing it, seeing the ripples spread from that one small 

place I had touched made me truly believe it. 

M O R E  S T U D E N T  W O R K 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Praise of an Honorable Friend 

Sarah Lepkoff, grade 11 

Kind beyond measure 

Oft bestowing smiles that lift downcase spirits 

Radiant and rare, like a precious jewel 

In truth, thine virtues want for nothing. 

  

òI learned to not 

just go with the 

flow but make 

my own flow.ó   

ñZoe McGuire 
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  Connor Kloster, òFruit Studyó 

Grounded 

Zoe Reichman, Grade 11 

Light reflects the magnifi-

cence of ancient architec-

ture. Great mountain peaks 

surround the fortress. Rays 

of light are cast through 

stone crevasses, making 

patterns with shadow. As the 

sun rises, the patterns 

change and fade. Little by 

little, the whole maze of 

stone buildings is fully re-

vealed. 

 Aaron Brooke-deBock, òBoarding Schooló 

Kyle Takei, òSerenityó 



P.O. Box 177 

7892 US Route 5 

Westminster Station, VT 05159 

Phone: 802-463-2525 

Fax: 802-463-2520 

E-mail: info@compass-school.org 

Compass School 

 inspires and educates all students to develop  

the knowledge, skills and personal qualities  

essential to pursuing their dreams  

and contributing positively to the world. 

C O M P A S S  S C H O O L 

young people òdevelop the 

knowledge, skills, and per-

sonal qualities essential to 

pursue their dreams and have 

a positive impact on the 

world.ó  As one typical gradu-

ate expressed at his Senior 

Roundtable, òCompass has 

changed me in unimaginable 

ways.  It has made me into a 

mature, responsible asset to 

the community and the world.  

I have been prepared to face 

any challenges that come my 

way.ó 

To sustain and enhance the 

success of Compass into the 

next decade, we must con-

tinue to make a Compass 

education accessible to all 

students, regardless of eco-

nomic circumstances. To ac-

complish this we must move 

beyond our reliance on tuition 

alone by building a secure 

Compass School is celebrating 

its 10th anniversary of success 

(time flies!). In collaboration 

with teachers, students, par-

ents and community, Compass 

has accomplished the follow-

ing:  

¶ 100% graduation rate 

¶ 90+% college attendance 
rate 

¶ Per pupil costs thousands 
of dollars below any local 
public or private high 
school 

¶ Honored as University of 
Vermont Award for Excel-
lence in International Edu-
cation 

¶ Ranked #1 in a national 
study of School Climate, 
Safety and Respect 

More significant than numbers 

and awards are the stories of 

the transforming student lives, 

helping a diverse group of 

financial foundation through 

more focused and ongoing 

fundraising efforts. In support 

of this concept, Compass has 

funded a part-time Develop-

ment Director and put to-

gether a strong team to estab-

lish a fundraising base.  

Compass School is pleased to 

announce receipt of a 

$25,000 challenge grant to 

support our innovative, stu-

dent centered pro-

grams. This grant comes in 

the form of a 1 ð3 match, 

which means Compass will 

receive one dollar for every 

three dollars raised. This 

grant honors the dedication 

of inspired students, highly 

skilled faculty, and suppor-

tive parents in creating a 

school in which every stu-

dent finds success. Working 

F R O M  T H E  D E V E L O P M E N T  C O M M I T T E E 

 

 

 

www.compass-school.org 

 

together, we can find financial 

support in our community to 

enhance the future for our chil-

dren. 

We ask you to join this team 

effort, and help make a real 

difference in studentsõ lives and 

the larger world.  Please call 

(802-463-2525) or email Janice 

(Janice@ compass-school.org) to 

help us meet this challenge.      

 
C O M P A S S  1 0 T H  A N N I V E RS A R Y  

C E L E B R A T I O N ! ! 

S T A Y  T U N E D  F O R  D E T A IL S  

òI came to Compass to have a fresh start. Thatõs 

what I got. I came to Compass for respect and 

thatõs what I got. I came to Compass for happi-

ness and thatõs what I got. I came to Compass so 

my feelings could be shown and not shunned 

and thatõs what I got. I came to this school for a 

better chance to survive in this big world and 

thatõs what I got.ó ñChris Timmons, Grade 8 Annual Halloween Soccer Game vs. The Grammar School 

Soo Mi and Allison Show Off Artwork 
for Fall Festival 


