Seven and seven: Questions to ponder as you read. Use them for reading responses. 

In the course of reading this novel, you will write 3 index responses.  Choose one from each category below, and your 3rd is a choice: philosophical, literary, passage, or visual.

*Other possible essay topics  

Eventual essay: What does the kite running, or kite symbolize?  Explain in 1.5-2 pages
THE PHILOSOPHICAL/SPIRTUAL/PERSONAL: 
1) Is evil a cause or a result?    

In other words, does evil get created as a result of something else, or does it (or the evil person) just exist, and then cause evil things to happen?  What is the relationship between good and evil?  How do you define “evil”?  Does it have its own definition, or is it simply the opposite of or the absence of  “good”?

2) How do you define a “good” person?   Are you a good person? Were you born a good person, or did you become one?   **see below for more to ponder
3) Is there a “right” thing to do, and how do we know what that is? 

4) How do you make hard decisions? Who do you listen to, and how do you know if it’s the right thing to do?

5) Have you ever regretted a decision?  Tell the story, w/ some reflection.  If you think you feel no regret, why?

6) Do you forgive yourself easily? Provide an example.  And in general, in what circumstances do you find it hard to forgive yourself? 

7) What does redemption look like? Can we redeem ourselves of a “bad” deed—and is that important?   Why?
**Take it further: 

According to this source, http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/rs/god/isgoodandevilrev2.shtml
Islam teaches that: 

Everyone is born with a natural instinct to understand the difference between right and wrong (fitrah). They also have free will, and they must choose between right (the guidance of Allah) and wrong (following the temptations of Shaytan, the devil).

Do you believe that we are born with an understanding of the difference between right and wrong?  Do you believe that people inherently know what is good and what is evil?  And if not, is it all conditioning?  If so, what makes you think that?  And how does evil come about (if at all) if good is inherent?

THE LITERARY and CULTURAL: SYMBOLISM, WRITING STYLE, CHARACTERIZATION: 

1. Khaled Hosseini vividly describes Afghanistan, both the privileged world of Amir’s childhood and the stricken country under the Taliban. How did his descriptions differ from ideas that you may already have had about Afghanistan? What cultural differences become evident in the American passages of the novel?
2. *What is the significance of the title?  What might the kite,or kite battles symbolize?
3. *Discuss how internal and external conflict play off each other in the novel.   I’m really curious (but haven’t done the exploration) to see if there’s  a pattern of some sort between the external conflict of Afghanistan and Amir’s internal struggle w/ himself.
4. Who do you most sympathize with and why?  This occurred to me: this novel doesn’t have complex “bad” characters—“evil” depicted much like the men in Thelma and Louise.  DO you agree or disagree?

5. *What do you make of Amir’s relationship with his father?  Why does he seem to think he’s not good enough for his father? Using some reader response theory,  reflect on Amir’s father, and Amir’s reaction to his father.  Remember, reader response is about taking into account what experiences/culture/values the reader has, and how those factors impact a reading of the text.  

6. What can you say about the women characters in the novel?  Who are they?  What are they like?  Is it fair to say that they are mostly absent?  Give us some thoughts about why and what impact this has on the novel’s plot or feeling?

7. How would you describe Hosseini’s writing style to someone who has not read him before?
