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Who is Afghanistan?

Goals (or, why am I giving you this?): 

I would like you to have some overall knowledge of the history of Afghanistan—if only from the time of its independence, to the present—including the war we are engaged in w/ them.  

I would also like you to re-visit the idea that you must be aware of who is telling the story (or history, in this case) and how one’s perspective--including values, experiences, what they have to lose, and so on--may shape the story.

As you know, history is complex.  It’s not simply a list of events, with dates attached.  Depending on who is telling the story, we may get different ideas about the history of a country, for instance.  For instance, some details might be left out, or the words used to describe an event (or leader) could reveal the bias of the source.

The latter goal is more important than the first, in my overall goals as a teacher.  So, with that in mind . . .

Your Task:  To start in class today!
You have TWO CHOICES (ah—we love choices!): 

1) Read both  (or skim really well) the sources about the history of Afghanistan. You will learn a lot, I bet.  Find as many differences between the perspectives as you can, and mark/underline or checkmark them.  Then write 1-2 paragraphs that summarize your understanding of the history of the country (given what you’ve read) AND each source’s differing perspectives.

OR  (I will not think less of you if you choose this one!)
2) Read just the parts I’ve marked in each source, in order to get a sense of the differing perspectives and a couple of the major periods in the history of the country.  You will learn less, but you’ll get some information, and perhaps a desire to know more (you might then ask your peers who read more).  Underline sections or words that you notice are different between the two sources and use those to write 5-10 sentences that summarize anything you understand, at this point, about the history of Afghanistan—as well as the different perspectives in each source. You might also include what you still want to know, or are confused about. Lingering questions are a great way to end your summary!

DUE: Thursday, 11/17

ASSESSMENT based on: knowledge/understanding; reading; analytical thinking

YOU will assess this assignment, using the rubric below: 

NAME: __________________________

Directions: Read the rubric below carefully.  Then read your completed assignment.  Clearly circle one of the grades that you feel best reflects your work.  Or, you can give yourself an AB, BC, if you feel you reach some of the guidelines, but not all for a single grade—just make sure that you make this clear on this sheet by underlining specifics.   Then, staple this sheet to your assignment, leave a comment if you want, and hand it all in by Thursday.  You will be given 10 or so minutes at the beginning of class to assess yourself.  Start earlier if you need more time.  We will share what we learned in class as well, but only for part of class.

A+: I not only read both the assigned sources (in their entirety), but I found another source (perhaps a history textbook or a source online) and included some of my observations of that reading in my summary.  My summary is so informative and clearly written that (perhaps) Julia uses it as a model in class.  

A: I was really able to tackle the readings and get a lot out of them: I used close reading to locate three or more differences (perhaps some subtle ones) between the sources, and wrote a succinct, but thorough summary of my understanding and the different “stories” of history.  I understand the history very well—even if I have lingering questions.

B: With slightly fewer details or depth, I tackled the reading and got a lot out of both. I read closely and found at least two differences between the sources.  My summary is fairly succinct and includes several facts and an overall theme of the history.

C: My summary is lacking in details, which reflects my lack of complete understanding of the reading, though I definitely got something from it (perhaps a general idea or a couple facts).  My summary is a little rushed-sounding-- wordy or a little hard to understand--but it illustrates the partial knowledge I gained.

D: Huh?  I was supposed to read from both sources?  I didn’t follow the instructions—didn’t read from both sources, and I didn’t bother to mark differences.    My summary is less than four sentences and is just my personal reaction—no facts.

F: I blew off this assignment. I learned nothing about Afghanistan’s history.

Comments or questions:

