Thelma and Louise

This film can be analyzed with themes of good and evil, but also defiance, gender, power, and decision –making in difficult situations.  What do you see it as a film about?
Here are some questions to help trigger thoughts as you watch this film/text.   Remember to watch closely, as if you’re reading short story.   Take notes! 

You will need to choose one and respond on index card for THURSDAY.  We will finish the film on Thursday, and I may have you write a brief response in class before our final discussion. 
a. How is each lead character portrayed—in terms of gender types, their friendship w/ each other, and how they each change?

b. Focus on this exchange between T and L: 

"I guess I've always been a little crazy, huh?" (Thelma)

"You've always been crazy . . . This is just the first chance you've ever had to really express yourself." (Louise)
What do you make of that comment?   What does Louise mean?  What is self expression in the film? What is “crazy”?   
c. The film has been criticized for portraying gender stereotypes, especially with men.  Is this accurate, and how does this shape the film’s message?

d. What exactly do Thelma and Louise defy?  Is it simply the law—or are there other layers (leading question, for sure)?  What is the first act of defiance?  What is the last?  Discuss.

e. Power and gender: who has the power, how do they get it, and what happens when they do?  Discuss your initial thoughts about power in this film.

f. Female friendship: is this simply a male buddy movie w/ women, or is something done differently?   How is the friendship portrayed?  What is the relationship between violence and the women?

g. The ending: what message is this for women?  A good one or a bad one? Accurate or not?  What other options did they have, and why do you think those options weren’t written in the screenplay?  For instance, in Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid (the male counter to this film), the men fight and die at the end. 

h. How can this film be seen as a classic tragedy, using Aristotle’s definition: 

