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Film–Making    Humanities Elective w/Julia and Mel           2011
Main Goals: To study the art of story-telling through film, to become critical viewers of films, and to practice analytical thinking and writing skills. 
Final goal: to collaborate and make films with original visual and story elements.
In this course, we slow down and look closely at what goes into creating a cinematic story. I want you to:

· Hone your analytical thinking skills by looking at films as yet another text
· Practice writing about film in a variety of ways—critical reviews, analysis and personal responses

· Apply your knowledge of other films to make two short ones (silent and sound) in small groups
· Use your imaginations, observation skills, and life experiences to conceptualize a story and write dialogue that is effective in a film

· Create a story that is original, fresh, but also hits a human chord that an audience can relate to

· Learn the standard screenplay format

· Continue to learn how to work with other effectively, especially in the challenging process of creating art

Likely Activities: 

· Watch movies (on your own) from the “Movie list” (separate handout) and analyze them, using handout: Watching Closely handout. 
· Keep a story idea/writing journal for a week
· Write short dialogues as assigned 
· Read and write a film review

· Read sample screenplays
· Engage in discussions and write responses to film clips we view in class

· Collaboratively, create a short silent film (in groups, working in science and this class)

· Write a screenplay for a 5-8 minute film

· Pitch your rough screenplay/concept to the class (2 minute oral presentation)

· Collaboratively, produce a film using some of the screenplays (there will be time for productions in both science and here)
My Rules: 

· Come to class regularly. Missing 1 class is allowed, but NOT during production weeks!

· Come to class on time, unless you’ve let me know you’ll be late.  Don’t lie on the floor of the big room, waiting for me to invite you in, or linger at Allen Brothers. 

· Do all the writing exercises; if you don’t, you won’t have anything to go on when you start your screenplay

· When you go off campus to shoot—let me and Eric know—that’s right—BOTH of us.

· Be patient with yourself.  The creative process is mysterious, challenging, and sometimes long.  Know that something will come to you and you may have to write or sit quietly or take a long bath until it does

· Be nice to each other, but also know that collaborative film-making can be messy.  Apologies are nice.   Breathe.  Remind each other, it’s just a movie.

· While being nice is important, being honest is as well.  You have to get good at giving constructive feedback to each other.  You don’t always have to give in to your group, but sometimes, you need to.

· Are you having fun?  Maybe not every moment, but this is crucial
To Go Above and Beyond:

☼To earn higher grades in personal development and/or writing, but more importantly, to cultivate your growing knowledge and awareness of quality film-making, you can do any or all of the following:

1. View more than the required films from the list and write more, Watching Closely

2. Read (online or from the New Yorker magazine) film reviews of any films you have seen (even something bad).  Write a response (of about 250 words) to that review.  Do you agree or disagree?  What might you add to a review of that film?  Clip the review and your 1-2 page response together and hand in.  Easy as that.
3. Attend some of the Brattleboro Women’s Film Festival and write a paragraph about what you saw.  Turn this in,
4. Continue to revise your screenplay beyond when it’s due to make it even better—even if it’s not being used in a film production!

Assessment: 

The realms most emphasized in this course are: 

· Communication (Writing, Presenting in a variety of formats)

· Critical Thinking (Creative thinking, Making Connections, Problem Solving)

· Community Involvement (Collaboration, Leadership)

Approximate Schedule for class:

Week One:  March 2-4
This week: 

· What are the elements of a story? What makes a good story for a short film?

· Generate ideas for your screenplay; start an “Inspiration Journal!”

· How do you tell a story visually?

· Write some short scenes and learn screenplay format (see handouts for due dates)

Week Two: March 7-11

Start screenplay after more idea generating 

Start Silent Films
Week Three:  March 14-18—A BIG WEEK!

Pitch your screenplay to the group

Revise your screenplay

Submit your film group preferences
[Special Note: In order to ensure that groups have a completed script to work with, you will pitch your script idea (with a rough draft on Wednesday) but if it’s not typed and ready to go by ??????, then no one can vote to work on that film.  Sorry—that’s the rule.]
Hopefully, we will have an experienced film-maker/writer read the scripts that get the most votes in order to feedback before production.  You can then use that feedback for the revision.

Week Four: March 21-25
*All week: Start Production, which includes casting, storyboarding, and organizing
Week Five: March 28-April 1
*All week: In production (shooting)

*Someone needs to start the Film Fest poster! 

Week Six :  April 4-8
*All week: In production (editing) 

*Complete festival poster
Friday, 4/8: Deadline for final cuts-- your films are done and sent to judges!
Week Seven: April 11-15
MON., TUES, WED: Complete DVD’s, bloopers, credits; write press release;  write film reviews; plan festival

THURSDAY. . . . 

FILM FE8STIVAL: 

THURSDAY, APRIL 14, 2010    

 7-8:30 p.m.

Invite your family and friends!! 
