Story Search: What will my film be about?
 Idea Journal Assignment
DUE: Ongoing until your screenplay is complete.
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Ideas come from within and without.  They spring from your own observations or your need to say something, not necessarily a message, but the need to tell a story.  It’s partly a need to communicate something about the human condition, to communicate to people who might have the same experiences, feel the same emotions, be influenced and impacted by the same stories.  

(Larry Gelbart, Oscar nominated writer of films and producer of M*A*S*H)
As this quote suggests, story ideas come from an impulse to communicate and are triggered by an observation from your own life.  Think of all the experiences you have had that could make a story—even a short one.  Now, think of events you have heard about on the news, or a family story that you’ve heard over and over.  Or perhaps you keep seeing an image of a man in a red tie running down a snow covered hill.  Where is he going?  Why is he running?   This is the stuff of films! 

This assignment will help you collect your story ideas before they slip into oblivion.  It will require that you be a bit of a nerd for a couple weeks: you must keep a small notebook (think spiral bound, pocket- size) handy so that any image, any sentence, or even entire concept pops into you head, you write it down IMMEDIATELY!  Jot it ALL down: an image, a description, a story possibility, an overheard line in the grocery store, etc. 

You may have to force yourself into this habit for a few days until you begin to be more aware of that creative voice that sees the images and hears the ideas.  So, I suggest sitting in a spot where you feel creative each day, and make a list of possible story ideas, or just describe what you see, or what you hear (one overheard line from a lunch table could turn into a story).  Then, as you get used to this process, you can be more spontaneous.
I will ask to see your journal every day until your screenplay is started (roughly next Friday).  
This is a required assignment, and will be considered late if you don’t have your journal with you.  Yes, you must carry it with you at all times!
