PART TWO: Senior Project Written Proposal

This is a crucial piece of writing in the process of completing your project.  It needs to include what you are interested in learning, how you go about the research, and what you hope your outcome will be.  You will present your proposal to me, a parent, and if possible, Janet, as your advisor.  From these proposals, we will decide whether you have a meaningful, challenging, and viable project planned.   
A strong proposal is: 

· PERSUASIVE: we are convinced that this is a viable, multi-layered, challenging, and personally meaningful project (a weak proposal is a thinly veiled scheme to travel w/ your best friend, or do as little as possible, or something like that)  
· ORGANIZED

· TYPED AND PROOFREAD

· COMPLETE and REFLECTS PLANNING: see components below (very few question marks or vague statements like, “I’ll probably read some books. . .”)

These elements must be included in your proposal:

1. An essential question: a question that highlights what you want to do as well as some sub questions that focus on more of the specifics of your essential question. 

An essential question should be complex enough that it can’t be easily answered with a yes or no, or even a complied list. This question is like a more formalized, “I wonder” question.   Don’t worry if your question evolves after you complete your project—that’s common. 

2. A preliminary research strategy: Cite books, experiments, surveys, magazine articles, places to visit, interviews, etc. that will use to research.  Be sure to include materials from printed resources, personal experience, and web sites or other electronic resources.  What will be challenging in your research?  What have you done so far?
3. You need an outside expert for your project.  This could be a faculty member or a community person that knows about what you are studying.  Think of someone who could help you, or serve as a contact, if you’re traveling.  Include name, credentials, rationale for your choice and contact information (number, address, etc.).  This is an important aspect of the project and you should choose someone who can follow through with this commitment (answering questions, coming to your oral exam, etc.)
4. Preliminary thoughts on your final product/application of research.  Include what your writing component will include.
5. Preliminary schedule for completing all steps of project.  This should be a month by month look, except for the actual weeks of the project, which should be more detailed.  Explain what you will do each day of your fieldwork.
