Senior Project: Oral Exam Guidelines
May 3, 10-13, each exam is about 25 minutes
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Purpose: 

The goals of this component of your project are to both prove that you completed rigorous and meaningful work, and to demonstrate competent oral communication and preparation skills, while discussing your senior project.
Format: 

The oral exam is a 20 minute formal discussion with a small panel (2-3) of CS teachers.
Seniors must do the following in order to pass the exam:

· Arrive at your assigned meeting on time.  You can schedule your oral exam starting on Monday, April 12, up until you return from fieldwork.  I will post a schedule on the senior board in my classroom. First come, first serve.
Exams will be completed during these days:  May 3, May 10-13.  Write the date          on your calendar: missing the exam is an automatic fail! 
· 0 or 10 Points (0= you were late, 10=on time)
· Arrive Prepared: you must have, at a minimum 2 copies of a page (about 300-500 wds.) of typed writing that answers your essential question.  These are notes for you to refer to as you speak, so it could be a list of things you want to say, or  a few paragraphs, depending on what you like to speak from.  It is optional to bring other written materials, if applicable (such as notes taken during fieldwork, artist journal, rough draft of essay, etc.) 
· 0 or 10 points (0=nothing, 5= not typed or less than a page or not two copies, 10=prepared w/ typed notes)
· Demonstrate strong oral communication skills: sitting straight, speaking loudly enough, good eye contact, personable, developing ideas without a lot of prodding, and so on. 
· 0-10 points
· Use that writing (from above) and any other materials—such as photos or journal entries—to talk about an answer to your essential and sub-questions. I will be looking for two things: did you answer your question (even if you have a complex answer) and did you come away with more questions that could lead to more inquiry –including thoughts about yourself as a learner (in life, in college)? 
· 0-10 points

· Use a clear format to present your thoughts.  Don’t just ramble, in other words.  Consider this organizational format: state your question(s), describe your process to answer the question, and then reflect on your answers after completion of field work.  You might conclude with what you learned about yourself as a learner. 
· 0-10 points
· Answer questions addressed by the committee (Julia and at least one other teacher).  Some of these questions might include: What surprised you about your topic or field work? What would you do differently next time you plan a project? What was the most memorable moment from your project? This reflects your ability to speak off the cuff. 
· 0-10 pts.
(If you worked closely with an outside expert, you must bring a written evaluation from that person, or ask your expert to e-mail me that evaluation before the time of your exam.  If you didn’t work closely with someone (for instance, you only used your mentor to plan your project) bring a completed HOURS COMPLETED FORM.  This will need to be created and completed by you: just make a clear form that lists the days and hours of your fieldwork time (include days that you did substantial work before your fieldwork time as well—for instance if you took a class beforehand) 
· 0-10 points (0=no letter or form  10=letter or form brought in)

TOTAL POSSIBLE POINTS: 70 pts.

Assessment using the above points demonstrate your skills in these realms:  
1) Communication: Verbal expression: fluency, clarity, development of ideas
· Ease of sharing: we didn’t have to pull ideas from you and you stayed focused
· You spoke with confidence, a professional vocabulary, and clarity 
· Good eye contact and body language: sit or stand straight, take off hat, no gum, dress professionally, look at both speakers equally, etc. 
2) Critical Thinking: Questioning and Inquiry 

· You addressed your question with much more than a “yes or no”; There is substance and depth to your answer.  

· You came away with substantial and meaningful questions as a result of your research and experience   

3-Personal Development: Respect for self and the learning process:

· You are on time, prepared, and professional 
· You arrive prepared with written statement, other materials (i.e.: visuals), and a letter from outside expert or hours completed form 
