Film Making

Fun and Easy Dialogue Writing Practice!
DUE: TOMORROW (THURSDAY)
Step One: Your task is to write a dialogue between two people for a film scene.  You must write a minimum of two pages of dialogue, and this may be divided between two different dialogues, or one longer one.   You can use the suggested lines to start. 

As you write, try not to think too much.  Let the words come off your pencil or computer keys as quickly as possible.  If you get stuck, look back at what you have to help you see wherever it might go, or skip to another setting or other characters.  Revise when you’re done, if you like.
Step Two: After you write—or while you write, put your dialogue in correct screenplay format (look at sample screenplay and Screenplay Format Basic handouts).

First choose a setting from this list—or think of your own:

SETTING:

· Restaurant in either a rural town or city 

· A closet
· Gas station (or highway rest stop)

· In a car, train, or bus

· Waiting room—you choose what type (hospital, pediatrician, business, etc)

· Basement of a store

· A library
Take one of these IDEAS:

· Write a scene at the beginning of a film between a man and woman who have just met, but later in the movie, they will have a romantic relationship.   This is called in the film biz, a “meet cute”.  Make it subtle, but the audience should be aware that something is up with these two.  Try humor.  Establish a setting and include minimal directions to actor.  Allow your dialogue to develop character.  Also, remember that “actions speak louder than words.”

· Write a scene in which a eulogy is read, but that might be seen in a comedy.  Describe the whole scene (may include people’s reactions).

· Write a scene between two people who are pretending they like each other but don’t, or the other way around.

· Write a scene between a woman and her daughter or son (any age)  

· Write an intriguing—either serious or funny dialogue between an alive person and a dead person

· Read or listen to the newspaper/news.  Find a story that could be a film idea, and write a dialogue from that film idea. 
· Choose two characters from a TV show or film you’re familiar with and write a scene that it NOT in it, but uses the characters.  
Finally, START with one of these LINES (if you want):
1. I want you to see something . . . 

2. Why on earth would you want to do that?

3. But I don’t like public transportation and the car only has three wheels.

4. Do you want the rest of that?

5. I think you made a mistake.

6. I think I made a mistake

7. I don’t think you know what you’re talking about.

8. You’d expect that from someone who hasn’t slept in 48 hours.

9. Do you have any idea how mad/happy I am . . .

10. That color/Those stripes/Those glasses make(s) you look fat . . . 
11. You’re going to wear that?
12. Listen—hear that?

13. Or-- use an overheard line in a setting other than school.  Go to Mocha’s Joe’s, Shaw’s, or your workplace, and write down things people say.  Use one of those as your start.

