
In Compassõ 5th year, we sent 

off our first international tripñ

ambitiously enough, to far off 

India. The gumption to go to 

such a challenging locale looks 

courageous in retrospect as it 

began what has become a cen-

tral piece of a Compass educa-

tion. Seeing the power of travel 

for every student involved, we 

moved to requiring this of all 

juniors to assure each graduate 

appreciated the impact of direct 

experience and human connec-

tions that come with travel in 

diverse sites. 

Partnerships evolved that led 

Compass students to ever more 

wide ranging experiences: Gov-

ernorõs Institute, Experiment in 

International Living, Windsor 

Mountain International, Oxbow 

School of Arts, Antioch New 

England Graduate School, 

Keene Stateõs WEL Program, 

The Howard Dean Center, CCV, 

and, most recently, Dartmouth 

College. Our close relationship 

with Community Connexions 

Charter Academy in Baltimore 

established a unique and spe-

cial relationship between our 

10 Years and Counting 

It seems only yesterday Phil 

Grant popped out of the corn 

field with banjo in hand and 

welcomed our first class of 47 

7th-9th graders to Compass 

School. Itõs been a long and 

rewarding journey since that 

opening day, and the amazing 

stories of transforming lives at 

Compass over the past ten 

years makes all who have been 

part of this voyage tremen-

dously proud.  

Looking back over a decade, 

there are too many highlights to 

capture in a short space, so I 

will attempt to recount those 

that jump to mind. I am sure 

each of us in the Compass com-

munity would come up with 

different memories. I hope this 

list is evocative of the spirit of 

the school. 

The first couple years were truly 

an adventure as teachers and 

students worked to collectively 

shape the culture of Compass. 

The energy of having more than 

half the school as seventh grad-

ers in the gigantic big room with 

the art bar, ceiling tiles re-

moved to replace all the light-

ing, kept things lively. Virtually 

everything was possible, lead-

ing to some superb learning 

experiences and not a small 

degree of chaos. This 

first student group, 

led by the six intrepid 

9th graders, developed 

one of the most useful 

of lifeõs skillsñthat of 

flexibilityñalong with a 

strong sense of own-

ership in creating the 

foundations for the 

many structures and 

traditions that define 

the Compass 

program to-

day. 

Year 3 at 

Compass was 

a turning 

point, as the 

schedule 

became more 

predictable, 

with the best 

practices of 

past years in 

place. Maybe 

most impor-

tantly, we 

began the 

year by developing the school 

constitution that gave a frame-

work for the democratic prac-

tices we sought to model. Our 

first student council with policy 

making authority provided a 

channel for student voice, while 

the student judiciary began to 

establish the legal framework 

for resolving problems that they 

later learned reflected the wise 

principles of restorative justice.  

Along the way, we had count-

less memorable learning unitsñ

Grafton Ponds trail mapping, 

the Pinnacle history and geol-

ogy interpretive trail, the middle 

school Agricultural Cabaret, 

Oceans and the trip to Glouces-

ter to see òsketchy fishermen,ó 

Juliaõs many Shakespeare 

classes (and entertaining per-

formances), studies of Fast 

Food and Sustainability, count-

less òChocolate Thunder Dunkó 

challenges, amusing cardboard 

boat races, Science of the Mind 

(complete with handling real 

brains!), the various museums 

of the 20õs/40õs/60õs, and, of 

course, the famous Film course 

leading to the annual Compass 

Student Film Festival. 
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Balitimore 
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New England kids and the inner 

city youth. And our many connec-

tions along the US-Mexico border 

have humanized an issue that 

has profound effects on both 

sides of the border. 

And of course, at the heart of all 

this are the students who have 

been part of making Compass 

what it is and gaining so much 

from their time here. I am 

tempted to list the many students 

that have embodied and shaped 

the Compass spirit but that would 

be much too long to cite here. 

Maybe a shout out to those first 

daring graduates can represent 

all those who have graced us 

during this most important time 

of your lives: To Evan, Gus, Kelly, 

Charity, Willow, and Steveñyou 

will always have a special place in 

our memories. 

It has taken more than a village 

to make Compass such a success 

over the years. To the parents, 

board members, community 

members, interns, exploratory 

teachers, graduate students, and 

all others who have helped in our 

work, we offer our deepest appre-

ciation.  

I want to end with a list I think I can 

fit in hereñthe great teachers who 

have committed their work to help-

ing the school live up to its original 

ideal of  being a òschool where 

every student can find successóñ

Mary, Mary Lou, Tom, Phil, Roxane, 

Eric, Louise, Steve, Jeremy, Liz, 

Franck, Jen, Amah, Janet, Janice, 

Julia, Victoria, Kevin, Ron, Eliza-

beth, Laurie, Alexandra, Lauren, 

Andy, Bruce, Elissa, Cliff, Beth, 

Amir, and Jason. A most heartfelt 

thanks for a rewarding, meaningful, 

and transformational first decade 

of CompassñTo many more suc-

cesses in the future. 

ñRick Gordon, Founding Director  

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  ( C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P G .  1 ) 

A L U M N I  P R O F I L E :  J A C OB  B A L L A R D ,  C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 7   òLearning about 

something is 

more than just 

books, research, 

tests and holding 

onto knowledge.  

Learning is real, a 

life beyond the 

words.ó 

ñSara Solanas 
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Julian Block helping at    

Our Place Drop-In Center as 

part of Winterm Project 

Jake, fourth from left, 

Culture Days 2006 

Current Locale: Afghanistan Occupation: US Army  

Most interesting experience post Compass: I think my two most interesting experiences (because 

there's rarely just one) since I graduated from Compass have been jumping out of an airplane at 

1200 feet and deploying to Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF). 

Most interesting experience at Compass? It's impossible for me to look back at my Compass Ex-

perience and say, "This was most interesting because..." My entire 6 years, a culmination of so 

many major and minor events, was the most interesting experience. Showing up at school in the 

mornings, sometimes before the teachers, and hanging out with whoever was there was just the 

start of the day. Something was always happening. Days were filled from beginning to end with 

something to see or hear or do. No one was left out, either. The community was small enough that 

everyone had someone in their circle who was within 2 circles of any other circle. I guess, to sum it 

up; my most interesting experience at Compass was being at Compass. 

How Compass has helped you in your current life: Compass taught me that everyone has their 

place. No matter how different someone is, even if they get on your nerves sometimes, there's al-

ways a way to work with them and get to know them better. Compass also taught me that I am 

unique. I don't need to be someone else, I don't need to hide who I am just to live life. You embrace 

who and what you are and have become, and you can shine like 

polished brass! Just throw in a pinch of good work ethic and you 

can and will shine just as bright in a professional setting. 

What you value most about your Compass experience:  I value 

my friends the most, especially now that I'm on the far side of 

the world. I miss them more than I can explain with words. I do 

my job willingly and happily, knowing that when the time comes 

I'll go home on leave and get to see everyone again. I also value 

the way that I was instructed at Compass. I have my own way of 

learning and memorizing things, just like everyone else, and 

Compass School worked with me and every other student there 

to make sure that the classes were taught in a way that we'd 

remember. 



 

 

Volunteers of the Year 

Andy Haughty and Cliff Peters 

 Hugh OõBrien Youth Leadership Seminar 

Meghan McGowen  

Governorõs Institute 2009 

Harrison Chase, Marie Dennis  

Congressional Art Award  

Peter Terwilliger 

Compass Community Leadership Award 

Hannah Venman-Clay 

Vermont Honor Scholar 

Max Schadt 

 

College Acceptances 2009 

Bennington College                      Rochester Institute of Technology                                 

Champlain College                       Simmons College  

Evergreen College                        Suffolk University                                      

Franklin Pierce University            University of New England  

Green Mountain College              University of Southern Maine 

Goucher College                           University of Vermont College  

Hampshire College                       Warren Wilson College 

Marlboro College                          Wheelock College 

òIn my time 

here, I have 

taken many 

steps towards 

becoming who I 

am, both in and 

out of school. I 

believe that 

Compass has 

been a catalyst 

for me.ó ñIsaac 

Shaw 
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Ninth Graders  

Enjoying the Stellar Winter 

Spring Play: Shakespeareõs 

òTwelfth Nightó 

Lena Glickman,                                                             

Science River Study Terminology Assignment  



10TH ANNIVERSARY       

CELEBRATION 

As we go to press, Compass 

is hosting a celebration of the 

schoolõs first decade. It is 

hard to imagine it has been 

10 years already. The low key 

event planned for May was 

intended to make sure 

alumni had a chance to join 

us. A more formal 10th Anni-

versary event is being 

planned for the fall. 

US-MEXICO BORDER         

EXPEDITION 

For the third consecutive 

year, the junior class traveled 

to the US/Mexico border for a 

2-week exploration of the 

complex issues playing out in 

this region. Led by Andy, 

Elissa, and Janet, 14 stu-

dents experienced a transfor-

mational cultural immersion. 

Prior to leaving Vermont, the 

group studied Mexican his-

tory and immigration and 

worked to raise the money 

needed to make it possible 

for every student to afford 

this experience. On the bor-

der, they deepened their 

understanding of immigration 

by meeting with the US Bor-

der Patrol, humanitarian 

groups, migrants, religious 

leaders, a rancher, an immi-

grant-rights lawyer, and an 

anti-immigrant group. Stu-

dents lived with Mexican 

families in three different 

homestays, interviewed de-

ported migrants, and hiked 

water into the desert. The 

group returned to Vermont as 

a cohesive community, full of 

stories and new perspectives. 

Visit their blog at http://

compassmexico-

trip2009.blogspot.com to see 

a video and read their ac-

counts of the trip.  Many 

thanks to everyone who 

helps support this program! 

 

 

N O T E W O R T H Y  N E W S 

GALLERY WALK 

Compass student art work 

was featured in 8 of 10 Brat-

tleboro Gallery Walks this 

year. The Compass art stood 

out as being tightly con-

nected to academic curricu-

lum, inclusive of many stu-

dents, and of being of high 

quality in both content and 

technique.  This integration 

of art throughout the Com-

pass curriculum is a tribute 

to both teachers and stu-

dents. 

PLAY FESTIVAL 

Compass began a unique 

partnership with New Eng-

land Youth Theater to stage 

10 minute plays written by 

Compass 9th and 10th grad-

ers in a Humanities class on 

Creative Expression. A dozen 

of the plays written in the 

class were submitted to a 

committee of actors and 

directors at NEYT, who then 

chose their six favorites to 

produce for a sold-out, live 

audience. The featured play-

wrights were Rachel Durante, 

Anne Chase, Connor Kloster, 

Lena Glickman, Jillian Mur-

phy, and Sophie Taylor-

Havens. One more example 

where Compass students are 

inspired to publicly exhibit 

their work.                          

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP  

RECOGNITION                                                

Compass graduates have 

had great success with col-

lege admissions over the 

years. Over the last few 

years, we are seeing a re-

warding trend of generous 

scholarships being awarded 

by colleges to Compass grads 

in recognition of their aca-

demic achievement, commu-

nity involvement, and leader-

ship. Colleges are impressed 

by the diverse experiences of 

all our graduates and the rich 

balance of academic work 

and connections to the world 

outside the school walls.                    

òBecause I saw 

that my teachers 

were interested in 

seeing me do well, 

I suddenly wanted 

myself to do well 

too.  And so, just 

like that, I 

improved 

significantly as a 

student . . . I had 

become, for the 

first time, involved 

in my education.ó 

Allison Appel 
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Nels Kloster, Compass Parent, star-

ring in Malcolm in the 5th Annual 

Compass Film Festival 

SUMMER INSTITUTE FOR  

TEACHERS 

Compass will be hosting a 3 

day summer institute for 

educators titled òRespectful 

Classrooms, Respectful 

Schools.ó In partnership with 

Main Street Academix and 

New England College, this 

energizing workshop will 

allow educators to experi-

ence the varied structures at 

Compass that help students 

develop as good students 

and good community mem-

bers for the 21st century.  

Led by Compass teachers, 

this institute will help partici-

pants learn how to improve 

academic performance 

through a positive school 

climate, strengthened school 

community, and challenge 

and support for every stu-

dent. 

 

COMPASS IN THE MEDIA 

SPOTLIGHT 

Compass has been in the 

news all over the region, 

including an hour long talk 

radio program on WKVT, 

with Founding Director 

Rick Gordon, parent Mar-

shall Glickman, and senior 

Annelise Kloster. The full 

interview is archived on 

the Compass website at 

http://compass -

school.org/news/ 

2009/03/25/compass -

radio. Other articles from 

the Brattleboro Reformer, 

Keene Sentinel, and Eagle 

Times are also linked on 

the website, as well as an 

upcoming VPR piece to be 

aired in early June. 

 

Senior Project Presentations:                              

Garth LeMessurier & 

Hannah Venman-Clay 

http://compassmexicotrip2009.blogspot.com/
http://compassmexicotrip2009.blogspot.com/
http://compassmexicotrip2009.blogspot.com/


Senior and Junior Projects ask students to demonstrate curiosity, initiative, research, and independent learning around a topic of per-

sonal interest. Field based research and direct experience are crucial parts of these projects, along with public presentations of learning. 

 

S E N I O R  A N D  J U N I O R  P RO J E C T S 
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Max Schadt Survival and Peace in the Woods: A Solo Expedition in the Woods  

Allison Appell Is Farming the Life for Me?  

Hannah Anderson History of the Long Trail  

Nina Goldberg What Inspires Artistic Creation?  

Dave Hinckley Tourism Industry of Las Vegas  

Alex Swanson Social Injustice and Photojournalism  

Rebecca Ruskin Faces of Poverty  

Kori Savage Body and Mind: How Does Yoga Impact Me? 

Noam Shapiro Becoming a Master Barber  

Kelty Wilton Sound and Spirit: Studying How Music Lends Itself to Devotion  

Hannah Venman-Clay Teens and HIV in DC  

Austin Smith How Does Photography Change How We See Motion?  

Jamie Hargreaves Rally Racing: The Art and Craft of Teaching and Driving  

Annelise Kloster From Notebook to Song: Intensive Song Writing and Music Study  

Brandy Lawrence Therapeutic Writing  

Garth LeMessieur Science Fiction, Space, and Mural Creation  

Dan Nichols Self and Spirituality: Researching Native American Spiritual Practices  

Soo Mi Park Art Against Racism  

Wyatt Pedigo US Foreign Policy Interests and Diplomatic Relations with Iran 

Sarah Schreiber The Role of Anger in Social Justice Movements 

Zoe Reichman Designing Graffiti Art T-Shirts 

Kyle Takei Trying to Understand School Shootings 

Mario Tofino Lopez Making a Crossbow by Hand 

Sara Solanas The Techniques of Reflexology Energy Work 

Sarita Krugman Growing and Preparing Your Own Food 

Abigail Brusco Creating a Graphic Novel 

Harrison Chase Personal and Scientific Exploration on Biking and Stress Reduction 

Sara Lepkoff A Comparative Study of News Media Coverage of Afghan Bombing 

Kyle Tansley Songwriting with the Bass 

Peter Terwilliger Developing Self Awareness through Photography  
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Albert's Organics 

Amano, Anly 

Atsalis, Konstantinos 

Bedros, Shirley & Aram 

Beigel, Lauren E. 

Bergman, Ruth 

Bernhard, Woody & Kunhardt, 

Susan 

Bernheim, Emily 

Berolzheimer, Rae 

Blake, Roxane 

Bloch, Lisa 

BosLun, Ron & Michelle 

Bozza, Adele 

Brooke-de Bock, Carol & Will 

Brusco, Stephen & Pauline 

Chroma Technology Corp. 

Classic Flooring 

Clay, Gary 

Clowes Foundation 

Cota & Cota 

Cramer, Nichael & Washburn, 

Crystal 

Durante, Ellyn & Michael 

Eckley, James 

Edwards, Ross 

Elliott, Tony 

Ewald, John & O'Toole, Margaret  

Flesher, Amir 

Flesher, Samuel 

Foster, Gay H. 

Friends of Burlington Gardens 

Inc 

Gagnon, David & Dresser, Shel-

ley 

Gogel, Martha 

Goldstone, Annie 

Gordon, Herbert & Shirley 

Gordon, Rick & Elaine 

Haltinner, Linda 

Hargreaves, Richard 

Harvey, Nathaniel & Eastley, 

Keely 

Holmes Family Foundation 

Jewish Community Fnd. 

Kovaleff, Nancy & Theodore 

Kurkul, Remington 

Lawrence, Ronald & Robin 

Lindy, Annabel 

Lowell, Peter O'Beirne 

Lowell, Tom & O'Beirne, Ellen 

Main Street Academix 

Miller, Jeffrey & Robyn 

Morton, Anne  

New England Network for CY&F 

Services 

Nieuwsma-Dell, Elizabeth  

Nigro, Lisa 

Orstein, Alon 

Ostebo, Ryan & Hepburn, Mary 

Peake, Matt & Goldman, Leslie 

Peopleõs Linen 

People's United Bank 

Peters, Clifford 

Reichsman-Purdie Family  

Rhomberg Eric  

Rhomberg, Lynn 

Rice, Melissa 

Rinder, Craig & Linda 

Roberts, Victoria  

Rowell, Susan 

Sawyer, Seth & Candace 

Schadt, Sandra 

Shaw, Rachel & Brian 

Sherwood, Brook 

Suddeth, Joyce  

Swanson, Suzanne & Chip 

Swing, John & Devi 

Swing, Jenny  

Szuch, Julie 

Tansley, Priscilla 

Treaeon, Sarah 

Turrell Fund 

United Foods 

VanAlstyne, Janet & David 

VanOrder, Lillian & Bill 

Walpole Creamery 

Warner, Edward & Susan 

White, Beth 

White, Denis & Joan 

Witkus, Deborah 

Wojcik, Janice 

D O N O R  L I S T 
T H E  F O L L O W I N G  H A V E  CO N T R I B U T E D  T O  C O M P A S S  A N N U A L  G I V I N G  

A N D  S C H O L A R S H I P  P R O G R A M  O R  P R O V I D E D  G R A N T S  I N  T H E  P A S T  

Y E A R .  T H A N K S  T O  A L L  W H O  H E L P  C O M P A S S  P U R S U E  I T S  M I S S I O N  

O F  H E L P I N G  A L L  S T U D E N T S  F I N D  S U C C E S S . 

òBy the end of 

the day, I knew 

that I had to use 

what I learned to 

help America be 

a better place, 

and not just 

expect other 

people to do it.ó 

ñ Kyle Tansley 
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Harrison Chase and Annel-

ise Kloster Crooning as part 

of Winter Carnival Talent 

Show 

Luke Langione 

helps make 

cheese during 

Food and Sustain-

ability Elective 

 

Abby Brusco in the Sonoran 

Desert on the Mexico Border-

lands Expedition 

 

Kailey's Rock Study Poem                          

Constantly changing                    

as every splash hits 

trickles away dry again 

white today.                              

Trickles come, all wet again 

orangey-brown now. 

Watch me change, 

I suppose.                                     

I'll sit here in a pose.               

Rock. 



B U D G E T  O V E R V I E W 

Rachel Durante , òJammingó 

óIõm finally 

realizing what it is 

to be truly happy 

with myself in 

every way, even 

the things I donõt 

like.ó   ñAurora 

Phillips 
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Peter Terwilliger Hanging 

Crosses to Memorialize Mi-

grants Who Die Crossing the 

Border from Mexico 

 

Orientation Trip 2008: Putney Mountain 

  

Robber Baron at the 9th-10th 

Grade 1920õs Night, with Charlie 

Chaplin in the Background 


