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What a wonderful year at
Compass! The Compass School
community grew as individuals
developed leadership skills and
helped Compass continue to
raise academic rigor across all
grades. A large group of middle
school students created an
energy level that brought both
challenges and opportunities,
as the group helped all renew
their focus on both social and
academic success. As the cul-
ture of education changes
across the state, it is more im-
portant than ever that Compass
School continues to lead the
way in focusing on the needs of
young people, in contrast to
some other reform proposals
out there that seem more con-
cerned with the needs of adults
and the system of schools.

From the climb of Mt. Cardi-
gan on Mountain Day to Project
Week and Graduation Roundta-
bles, students have demon-
strated that education can be
fun while meeting the needs of
a wide variety of learning styles.
In an environment of mutual
respect and responsibility, the
boundaries are unlimited for
those excited about learning.
Each student has grown, both
as a person and as a learner,
over the course of the last few
months. With the guidance of a

staff that always

places students

first, the total edu-

cational experience

was one of which all
»{ could be proud.

The school year
started with the
seniors exploring
their plans for after
= graduation in the
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spring while middle school stu-
dents spent much of the fall in
the outdoors learning in Sci-
ence and Humanities through
work at the Bald Hill Conserva-
tion Area. The soccer team had
an outstanding season. Health
Week brought a host of experts
into the building share a myriad
of information on a wide range
of current health issues.

The second trimester
brought the focus to the junior
Global Connections Program,
kicked off with an Ecuadorian
dinner served to over 300 peo-
ple who enjoyed authentic Ec-
uadorian music. This annual
fundraiser provides a great
opportunity for the community
to observe Compass School in
action.

January brought the start of
Winter Sports. Middle schoolers
presented their second Presen-
tation of Learning, building
upon their initial fall presenta-
tions to demonstrate their im-
proved academic performance.

February featured Winterm,
where regular classes are can-
celled as the Juniors headed off
for Ecuador and the remainder
of the student body was in-
volved in authentic community
service. These projects included
searching for the Wooly Adelgid
in local forests under the super-
vision of the Vermont Forestry
Department, painting art in the
local homeless center, and
traveling to North Carolina to
work fighting coastal degrada-
tion.

The junior class flew to Ecua-
dor to perform community ser-
vice and to immerse them-
selves in the culture. This trip
was a change from the former

Aliana Bloch, Cover Art,
Science of the Mind Journal

years of traveling to Mexico and
was a different type of trip,
traveling to South America and
experiencing rural life and the
challenges posed by globaliza-
tion. Upon return the juniors
have presented at various ven-
ues about their trip and show
slides of the Ecuadorian com-
munities.

The One Act Plays by the
Compass Players culminated
with a three day performance of
April Follies The 2010 Film
Festival featured student pro-
duced silent films and short
features. The film making
classes have become extremely
popular as students write the
scripts as well as act, produce
and edit the films. The quality
of student films continues to
rise and the consistency of
production from each film was
particularly noteworthy this
year.

The Science of the Mind
course, an integrated learning
Humanities and Science offer
(continued on pg. 2)
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ing, toured the Harvard Brain labs to experience urban life, visiting

As a school, Compass continue

to provide more research oppor-
tunities beyond the classes. The
capstone project for this course
was creating the stunning second
edition of the Science of the Mind
Journal, a professional quality
publication that will be used by
college courses looking at psy-
chology and human development.

May was the busiest time of
the year as the 7 graders trav-
eled to Maine and & graders
visited Washington, D.C. not only
as tourists but to perform com-
munity service to various agen-
cies. The 120 graders were gone
on their Senior Project research
while the remainder of the high
school traveled to New York City

various museums, colleges and
Broadway shows. The month
ended with 7 grade Presenta-
tions of Learning, & and 10th
grade portfolio roundtables, Ulti-
mate Frisbee tournaments, Sen-
ior Project Presentations, final
exams and Senior Graduation
Roundtable.

The school year always ends
on a high point as everyone re-
flects upon the past years as the
graduates receive their diplomas.
The seniors now move on to the
next step in their educational
careers with the same dedication
and enthusiasm that they contrib-
uted to Compass School during
their tenure.

to grow and evolve as student com
mittees look to address curriculum
changes to further improve aca-
demic rigor and relevance. From
the student council to the student J op !l i n
judiciary, students are learning the
importance of democracy, toler-
ance, responsibility, academic ex-
cellence and integrity by engaging
in a learning community that seeks
to individualize learning so that
every student can find success. Th
total education picture in Vermont
is facing many obstacles; Compass [#3%
School will continue to lead the wayg#
in educational reform, graduating
students who are prepared for the
challenges of the real world.

and Gi

fiNelson Richter, Executive Director

nsbui

ALUMNI PROFILE: AUSTN KYSER, CLASS OF BRO5

dFortunately, here at

Current Locale Compass Occupation Office Management, Founding Alumni Association

Where do you think you are heading®ly short term goals are to pay off my student loans and to Compass, strong

travel whenever possible. Long term, 16d I|ike 't Reltorishp an@ Ccareer
non-profit business management. | plan to relocate out west sometime in the next couple of years __

in order to get out and experience the rest of ¢tfhe€eaBvily@et ry. | 6m
pursuing an MBA or another graduattype degree somewhere down the road. encouraged and

Since Leaving Compasd attended Wheaton College and graduated in May of 2009, making the ] ]

Deands |ist, with my Bachelor of Arts Degree in [JEBesaysgpfithisdhis | spe

gling to find work, as the current economic downturn was at its peak. | was a substitute teacher for
a few days at the Bellows Falls High School before learning that there was an opening at Compass.

school has been a

Il 3ve been working at Compass since October, and [ 8&eofreally enjo
Most interesting experience posCompassl 6d say that my -Goopmdsexparit er e st @ n@helRisid growth

ence has probably been working at Compass. It turns out that it takes a lot more to run a school i

than | assumed when | was a student here. There are many new faces here, but the vibe is still the for me.6

same. In my time working here, |0ve done a |ittINegs8ifTahfef’ Yt hing,

calculating budget projections based on quantitative formulas. At first, it was definitely strange to
be back, as an adult, but I think that my time spent here as a student gives me a unique perspec-
tive from an administrative point of view.

Most interesting experience at Compas$¥ithout a doubt, the most interesting experience was the
trip to India. That journey gave me a global perspective, and challenged me in ways | never ex-
pected. | was able to see first hand the extreme economic inequality and witness the clash of west-
ern culture with Indian heritage.

How Compass has helped you in your current life®bove all else, Compass taught me the value of
communi ty. I think that this institution actiyv
zoned and connect with others from different b
school and middle school students can actually get alofignd well! This school helped me grow as

a learner and as a global citizen. | am an advocate of mdiiisciplinary liberal arts education, and
Compass provides just that.

What you value most about your Compass experience®s some of you may know, education in
Vermont is currently at a crossroads, and there has been a push by lawmakers to make sweeping
budget cuts across the board. One suggestion which is currently being pushed by lawmakers is to
consolidate school districts, which could eliminate school choice. Simply put, without school choice,
Compass would struggle to survive. | want to encourage all of you to contact your local representa-
tives and senators and urge them to continue to allow school choice for students. Without the op-
tion to choose which school | attended fortYand 8t grade, | would not have been able to attend
Compass, so the issue of school choice is important to me.

Austin Kyser Practicing for his
Future Office Position in

0AIl I Dressed Up«
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College Acceptances 2010
Arcadia University Goucher College
Bennington College Johnson State College
Champlain College Massachusetts College of Art and Des|gn
Clarkson University Mount Allison University
Earlham College Smith College Spring OneAct Plays:
Emily Carr Univ. of Art and Design Tufts School of the Museum of Fine Arts April Follies
Florida Institute of Technology Vermont Technical College

Volunteer of the Year

Elaine Gordon
Friend of Compass
Francie Marbury, for the Marlboro School
Governord6s Institute 2010
Liz Hauty, Rachel Durante, Jillian Murphgnya Gordon
Vermont Honor Scholar

Sara Lepkoff

ol felt i ke
in a science
fiction movi
i Sara Lepkoff

at Har var dos
Brain Lab

Kyle Takei at the
Brain Lab

Sara Lepkoff, Science of the Mind Art

Caitlin Greve, Allegory of the Cave
Science of the Mind Journal
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SCIENCE OF THE MIND ECUADOR GLOBAL CORNE MIDDLE SCHOOL OUT IN

A group of 1}12th graders
engaged in an intense study
of the brain and the life of
the mind, including a visit to
the brain lab at Harvard that
was covered in the Harvard
Gazette. The product of this
crossdisciplinary course was
the stunningly beautiful and
informative second Science
of the Mind Journal. The first
edition of this journal has
been used by college Psy-
chology courses and the new
version is expected to have
similar use. Copies will be
available for purchase
through the school.

6TH ANNUAL FILM FESAL
AT NEW HEIGHTS

This year6s
Film Festival reflected an
even higher level of quality
than its impressive showings
in previous years. The level of
consistency, artistry and cine-
matography in both the fea-
ture films and the silents was
noted by the professional
judges and the audience.

NEW FORMAT FOR SP&IN
PLAY

This Spring Compass tried a
switch to performing One Act
Play in an effort to allow more
students to be involved, to
open the opportunity for stu-
dents to write, direct or pro-
duce some, and to allow
greater choices of theater
works. This year's production
was a rousing success, full of
laughs for the audience, and
involving students from
grades 7-12, many of whom
were never involved in thea-
ter previously. It seemed
easier to keep the energy in a
shorter play format, and from
one play to the next, the audi-
ence was treated to clever
writing, solid acting, and
sharp insights that made an
enjoyable experience for all.

Co

TIONS EXPEDITION

This year6s

a twoweek servicelearning
project in Ecuadofia land of
majestic landscapes of lush
green farmland and wonder-
ful people with the biggest
hearts. Students experienced
connections with a wide
range of perspectives beyond
their borders as they com-
pleted farm work, lived and
worked with indigenous fami-
lies, and used their Spanish
speaking skills to negotiate
village life.

Among many challenges and
successes as a junior class,
this immersion experience
created a stronger class com-
munity who learned how to
coexist in harmony with each
other and the natural world.
The groupds
with handson learning ad-
ventures that taught about
the environment, team build-
ing, and the satisfaction that
comes with serving the
greater community.

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS
CONTINUE

Once again this year, Com-
pass graduates have re-
ceived generous college
scholarship awards in recog-
nition of academic achieve-
ment, community involve-
ment, and leadership from
schools such as Smith, Earl-
ham, Massachusetts School
of Art and Design, and Ben-
nington. No doubt, colleges
are impressed by the diverse
experiences of each of our
graduates and the rich bal-
ance of academic work and
connections to the world
outside the school walls.
From interesting courses to
exploratories to Project
Week, Senior Projects and

International Travel, our stu- |

dents really stand out in the
applicant pool.

j uThrbughout the yeap, 7th ang

da

WORLD

8th graders have been im-
mersed in learning in the

real world. This spring, mid-
dle schoolers spent a day at
Vermont Law School, trav-
eled to Maine and Washing-
ton, DC, and began an ex-
change program with an

urban school from Spring-
field, Massachusetts to build
understanding and compas-
sion between different com-

munities of youth.

0Si
6th Annual Compass Film Festival

|l ent Tracko

COMMUNITY SERVICE
WINTER TERM DOING
REAL WORK

Winterm is a chance for

students to apply class-

room learning to real com-
manweyentetdbedTh
projects included search-

ing for the Wooly Adelgid

in the local forests under

0The most
important thing |

S learaeédrad s
Compass is that
| am not just a

the supervision of the Smar t person
Vermont Forestry Depart- .
ment, addressing home- Kyle Takei

less issues and painting
art in the local homeless
center, traveling to North
Carolina to work on allevi-
ating coastal degradation,
developing an exhibit for
the Grafton Nature Mu-
seum, storytelling at the
local elementary schools
and exploring restorative
justice in the United
States. This authentic
work makes a real contri-
bution to the community
while extending student
learning.

Middle School
Spring Trips:
DC and Maine
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SENIOR AND JUNIOR PRJECTS

Senior and Junior Projects ask students to demonstrate curiosity, initiative, research, and independent learning around ia tdper-
sonal interest. Field based research and direct experience are crucial parts of these projects, along with public presentatiblearning.

SENIORS

JUNIORS

Burke Bachelder

Building Construction: Learning the Tools of the Trade

Sarah Schreiber

Vermont Tech: Nursing Studies

Zoe Reichman

Immersion at Oxbow Art Semester

Kyle Takei

Underwater Photography and Marine Science in Costa Rica

Sarita Krugman

Poetry and Self Expression

Abigail Brusco

Creatingan | |l lustrated Book for the

Zongyi Zhao

Comparing Eastern and Western Stringed Instruments

Sara Lepkoff

Intern as Editor and Writer alThe Commons

Kyle Tansley

The Spectrum of Light: NigHime Photography

Peter Terwilliger

Immersion at Oxbow Art Semester

Lexi AtsalisGogel

Outside My Comfort Zone: Being Blind for a Week

Ben Stohr

Musical CollaboratioANriting and Recording Music in a Variety of Genrg

Connor Kloster

An Expression of Energy and Anxiety in a Series of Prints

Caitlin Greve

An Examination of Feminine Beauty

Sarah Lynde

Holga Film Processing: Art Through Unpredictability

Meghan McGowan

The Influence of Shakespeare on Contemporary Film

Lena Glickman

The Portrayal of Human Connection through Comic Art

Josh Ramsey

Guitar Making

Aaron BrookedeBock

Web Design and the History of the Internet

Austin Rice

Filmmaking: From Concept to Final Cut

Ariel Temple

Why Dance? Exploring the Therapeutic Aspects of Movement

Maggie Bernhard

Songwriting: The Art of Creating a CD

Aliana Bloch

Collage: Using a Mixture of Images for Creative Expression

(7]

Kyle Tansley,
Night Photography

Humane

Sc
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DONOR LIST

THE FOLLOWING HAVE ONTRIBUTED TO COMPASS ANNUAL GIVING
AND SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM OR PROVIDED GRANTS IN THE PAST
YEAR. THANKS TO ALL WHO HELP COMPASS PURSUE ITS MISSION

OF HELPING ALL STUDENTS FIND SUCCESS.

Aileen McCarthy Trust
Anonymous

Bedros, Shirley & Aram
Beigel, Lauren E.

Beranek, Joyce E.

Gordon, Rick & Elaine
Grande, Andrea
Guarino, Susan
Hal lidayo6s

Harl owds Farm

Bergman, Ruth
Hennigan, Karen

Biesheuvel, Desiree

Blum, James

Brookede Bock, Carol & Will
Brusco, Abigail Rachel
Center for Health & Learning
Chamberland Electric
Chroma Technology Corp.

Clay, Gary

Cramer, Nichael & Washburn,

Crystal
Davidson, Sharon
Fiske, John

Fowler, Pat

Holmes, Stephen M.
J & H Hardware

JMP Trucking

JP Trucking

Kiley, Mr. & Mrs. Doug
Kovaleff, Nancy & Theodore
Kurn Hattin School

LaValley Hardware

Lotus Graphics

Lowell, Thomas

McNeely, Carl

Gagnon, Dave & Dresser, ShelleyMesservy, Julie

Geannelis, Mary

Gogel, Louise & Martha
Gordon, Herbert & Shirley

Miller, Jeffrey & Robyn

National Marionette Theater

Parks Place Community Resource Cente

Peake, Matt & Goldman, Leslie
Peters, Mr. & Mrs. CIiff
Pydych, Irena

F1 opsmdes Family

Ramsey, Bettina
Rhomberg, Lynn

Richter, Nelson

Schadt, Richard

Shepard, John & Mary
Swanson, Suzanne & Chip
Swing, John Temple
Syrotiak Family

Szuch, Julie

Turrell Fund

VanOrder, Lillian & Bill
Veitch, Ezra

Village Square Bookseller
Warner, Edward

Weisel, Robyn

Whitman, Stephen
Wojcik, Janice E.

Ostebo, Ryan & Hepburn, Mary

Page 6

Devin Hennigan as Happy
Child Pouring a Cool Glass

7th Grade
Tranquility in
Maine

of TANG during
Museum

d like the idea |
can do things |
never got to try
at previous
schools. | like
being a leader,
taking charge,
and making

events happe

i Lindsay Moon

Zongyi Zhao on North Carolina

Winterm Service Trip

t
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BUDGET OVERVIEW

INCOME ($ 930,000)

Science Field Research

¥ Tuition on The Water

B Special Education

B Fundraising

EXPENSE- Teacher Salaries and 2! ey feel

Benefits everyone is family

® Occupancy Cost and that | will go

® Program into the world
supported by
B Administration
Compass skills that

B Special Educatior will help me
throughout my |

® Financial Aid
fi Abby Brusco

Along the Coast of Maine:
Seventh Grade Spring Trip North Carolina Winterm Group
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COMPASS SCHOOL

P.O. Box 177
7892 US Route 5
Westminster Station, VT 05159
Phone: 802463-2525
Fax: 802463-2520

PARTING THOUGHTS

OFrom the first

day at Compas

huge transition as a student, friend, and most importantly, as a
human being. When | walked through the doors, | realized |
was in a place where | could reset all of my goals. | was now

ready to find

out

who | was i

current goals with an outcome that will better me in the future.
Probably the hardest part about growing as a person and
making the transformation into being a young adult is finding
out who you are. | feel as though 1 still have little
understanding of who | am exactly, but | feel that | have a
better view on who | am becoming. | see myself being a puzzle
solver, an analyzer and a good role model. Without Compass, |

know | woul dndt

h-a8we kteh iBa ticrhsil gletr

Compass School
inspires and educates all students to develop

the knowledge, skills and personal qualities
essential to pursue their dreams

and contribute positively to the world.

s, | feel | have
n this worl dé. |l
Pdw. 6

SCAFFOLDING FOR SUCESS FOR ALL

When New England College
students visited in April,

they were impressed by how
all the 9-10 students work-
ing on Art for Social Change
projects had picked topics
related to something they
had learned or experienced
previously at Compass.

| commented that we never
assume kids come with any
prior experience and we
make sure we scaffold ex-
periences so kids are ready
for them. For example, we
don't just up and send 11th
graders to Ecuadorwe do a
ton of smaller trips and
community experiences to
help them build capacity
and skills for learning in the
real world.

The Student Films the 11
12th grade class creates
are really a culmination of
a ton of prior experiences
at Compass. | think many
who watch these high qual-
ity productions just think,
"Wow, what a productive
course." But really, the
films reflect years of kids
practicing writing, telling
stories, developing their
own voice, reflecting on
life, organizing projects,
working towards high ex-
pectations, working with
others, considering design,
conveying ideas in visual
formats, presenting ideas,
working with technology,
etc. This is really a great
kind of "final exam" that
reflects not just great learn-
ing facilitated by teachers

Julia and Eric (and Steve),
but a lot of loosely related
but purposeful learning
experiences these kids
have throughout their
Compass program.

We see similar profound
results for our students as
they excel with Portfolios
and POLs, Winterm, Pro-
ject Week, the Science of
the Mind Journal and

ot her
Although it is not always
simple to see
to our
verse learning experiences
at Compass are designed
with intention to develop
graduates who can
opursue their
contribute positively to the
w o r |fAdRickdsordon,
Founding Director

ot he
madness, 6

been

Aliana Bloch,

Montage, Science of the Mind
set

to

ocul minatingo

t he

dr eams

maki ng

High School Spring Trip to
New York City

wor k.

and



