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Compass has a unique
place in American educa-
tion. As attention nationwide
turns to the place of charter
schools, the quality of teach-
ers, concerns about bullying
and continued questions
about preparing youth for
the 21st century, Compass
serves as a model for a
more equitable educational
system that can better serve
all kids.

Often, it feels like Compass
is in a lonely middle ground.

Officially, we are not a public kind of

school, despi tamenites) ' 3
public school butisdedi- 3 of
open to all kids, accepting cated al- ' 'by e,
students with special educa- Most exclu—i‘“\\ﬁ g
tion needs, working within sively on

public school per pupil costs
(in fact being several thou-
sands dollars below the per
pupil spending in our area).
Compass acts like a charter
school in one of the few
states without charter legis-
lation, lacking the reliable
public funding charter
schools receive yet serving
the role as an option for the
many students for whom the
existing public schools are
not the right fit.

At the same time, Compass
is not a typical private
school. We consciously aim
to be nonexclusive, accept-
ing students regardless of
academic background or
economic circumstance. We

strive to work within a per
pupil spending comparable
to public schools, knowing
that while a 20 or 30 thou-
sand dollar education can
be wonderful, it is unlikely
this can be an exemplar for
the vast majority of kids na-
tionwide. Our fundraising is
not focused on fancy gyms
or new :
landscap-
ing (as
much as
we would
love these

scholarships to
make Compass
accessible for students of
families without the financial
resources to pay tuition.

Being in this odd place be-
tween public and private,
Compass is ineligible for
many grant programs de-
voted to public schools and
lacks the base of wealthy
families or alumni that typi-
cally provide economic sup-
port for more elite private
schools.

The fundamental issue in
American education is how
to assure each and every
child the opportunity for suc-
cess. Intellectual discus-
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" REAL HOPE FOR EDUCATIONAL REFORM

sions about charter schools
or teacher unions or equity
fail to address the very real
concerns of a parent of a
child who is dying in their
current school setting and
has no alternative if the fam-
ily doesnot

pay for a private school.

Laughing Yoga Lightens up Health Week

Compass provides a beacon
of possibility for these chil-
dren. Barely a day goes by
when we dondt
from a parent, counselor or
teacher about a great kid
who is not thriving in their
current school and needs a
place like Compass for a
fresh start. Those fortunate
to live in one of the few
towns in our region that al-
low public money to follow
the student can come to
Compass at no cost to the
family. Those not in these
towns may be doomed to
struggle unless they can pay
tuition or we can provide
significant financial aid.

have

ge’



EDUCATIONAL REFORMCONTINUED FROM PG. 1)

After years of school reform  model of possibility. Over the  We need to
efforts to improve educational last 12 years, Compass has share this mes-
standards and accountability, demonstrated that underthe  sage beyond ourf
it is clear that a centralized, = same conditions as public walls. We are at
top down, onesizefits-all sys- schools, we can provide an a crucial time in &
tem fails all too many kids. option for kids that welcomes a American societ
Over 30% of our youth nation- diverse range of learners, pro- and with Ameri-
wi de don6t gr evides personalized attention toy can education.
school. We confront a tragic  each child, engages every stu- Simple solutions
prevelance of kids bullied in  dent in a wide range of valu-  and onesided
schools where they are lost  able learning experiences, em- debates will
and powerless. A narrow focu braces each as a member of a surely fail to ad-
on tests not only does little to supportive learning community, dress the challenges we face. Ben and Chris Rehearsing in
develop skills needed for the develops the knowledge and  We need real examples for an Bends Band I nten
21st century, but has not even skills needed for the 2¥tcen-  educational system that can of-
shown great results in improv- tury, and prepares every stu-  fer hope for every child. Com-
ing the narrowly targeted aca- dent for life beyond high school pass School provides one such

demic results. where, in the words of our mis- example of schooling where

§ion statement, each can every student can find success.
Compass stands out in this ? F IU L 3 tl 2 t 2 z : : . ARick Gordon, Director eémOSt
educational morass as a p portant thing |
TRANSFORMATIVE LEARNNG INTENSIVE red is that |
36 Compass School 10, 11th, and 12th graders enrolled in Amir EXPLORATORIES RSt a

F | e s Paspdttives on Religion and Conflidlass spent an in-
credible day in October at the Islamic Center in West Springfielzh Based on suggestions from

the ride home (and even on the §tﬁdérﬁs‘=;\ﬂ/éh%1\9eai'r:‘n@(febo

quickly spread that this was a transformative trip. to increase the rigor and

The course has no pretense to teach students to be religious, but it epreCtat'ons for EXplorf”‘to'
does get students thinking deeply about spirituality, community, and  '1€s. Our tweday Intensives
their place in the world. These lessons were not lost on @ hrader have brought greater focus
Starcie Grout: o0l have never t htodhgsetvaluable leayning | f
But being at the mosque and participating in prayer was incredible.  experiences. Some of the
There was such a feeling of contentment and calmness while there.  wonderful exploratories
And talking to the people there led to such a deeper understanding, this year include:
e

art person.

RESQ) » word

a religious pe

I didndét want to | eave. They made me feel li ke I belonged. 6
These experiences get students beyond their prejudices, ast12 8§ Compass Chorus
grader Sarah Lynde explains, o0lt was truly ama i how o

all the people were. When | think of religion, | think of tight and
closed people practicing rituals and not acknowledging the rest of
the world. But at the Mosque, | was proven wrong. They were glad to
hear our questions and openly sBaMeditatibnei r opi ni A

§ Shed Building

At a time with distressingly open hostility to Muslims in the United .

States, this kind of experience can counter the misinformation that § Cheesemaking

is all too widespread. When we come together as human beings, we

can develop connections. Sean Hgnpﬁog)grgpqﬁys refl e
OWe hear stories about terrorists an these pe
as dangerous folks, and yet, as | watched them bow and chant, |

coul dndt help but feent sradae énnvi?ﬂwcyllj'f'rl%lgﬁmﬂ.ﬂ%ity

This course, and the many experiences interacting with religious § Zumba
texts and people of faith, aims for much beyond teaching tolerance.

The hope, as this trip realized, is students will develop understand-

ing for otherséand for themsel ves.

Air Jordan



ALUMNI PROFILE: ANNA BOWLERCLASS OF 2007

Current Locale/CollegeManhattanville College

Majoringin Political Science, Minors in Dance and World Religions

What you are doing beyond academict dance as much as | can, study sustainability and enviror
mentalism, and hone my latent art skills.

Where you think you are headingVly hopes are set on Vermont Law School and UVM for a douk
degree program in Environmental Law and a Masters in Natural Resources.

What you have been up to since leaving Compass Schddlave been in school studying political
science. On my down time | travel and have subsequently fallen in love with the holistic view of
permaculture. My studies in and out of school have given me new eyes and new tools for a life |

sustainable systems development.

Most interesting experience pos€ompass | have had many interesting experiences from living ir
the jungle in Costa Rica to participating in a model UN conference at Harvard University. Most ( ,
all I have enjoyed exploring philosophy and political theory and how it relates to life as it is lived = |

Currently, | am formulating a thesis for next semester on the development of sustainable comm
nities in the American liberal democratic system.

Most interesting experience at Compass thoroughlyenjoyed being on Student Council. It was Anna in Costa Rica
this experience that inspired my Political Science studies and further exploration of leadership.

How Compass has helped you in your current lif@ompass has taught me how to be a student
and learn from every experience | have.

What you tell others now about Compasslow | tell people that Compass showed me what |
wanted and needed out of my education. It developed my unique world view that has served me ompasshas

so well as a student of politics.

What you value most about your Compass experiené&hat | value most about Compass was the ught me to

opportunities it gave me to travel and explore the world. Compass allowed me a holistic world view arn from every
that put my own life in context.

xperience |
ALUMNI PROFILE:MATTHEW CUNNINGHAMOOK CLASS OF 2006 ave i Anna
Current Locale/CollegeEarlham College owler, Alumnus

What you are doing at collegd am doing a double major in Social Thought and Latin American
Studies. The Social Thought program is a mix of anthropology, literature, philosophy, and political
science with an emphasis on critical theory. My most recent work has focused on various Marxist
and postMarxist approaches to ideology in relation to Cuban cinema.

What you are doing beyond academicsam a Bonner scholar (which gives me a full scholarship to
Earlham), a community service scholarship, which requires me to do 10 hours of work per welek.
do a healthy cooking club at a black community center here in Richmond.

Where you think you are heading I'm looking at both grad schools in a variety of disciplines
(Spanish Literature, Political Science, and some unique programs like the History of Consciousng
program at UC Santa Cruz) and looking law schools as well. I'm leaning towards the latter.
What you have been up to since leaving Compass Schddived in Costa Rica for seven months in
the year after graduating, and have spent the rest of the academic years at Earlham, except for %
semesterlong stint in Miami. | spent my summers in Philadelphia, the Omega Institute in Rhine-
beck, NY, Mexico City, and most recently in DC.

Most interesting experience post CompassVell, | got married to the love of my life, so that whole
experience has been pretty wild. |

Most interesting experience at Compasszreally enjoyed going to Nicaragua with Compass, and | [
actually interned at Witness for Peace this past summer.

What you value most about your Compass experiendeeally value the fact that | was able to have
a safe space to come and learn. | think that Compass prepared me for a discussion, srolaés

size based model of education, which it shares with Earlham. Matt on the Nicaragua

Global Connections Trip
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NOTEWORTHY NEWS

JUNIOR CLASS GLOBAL
CONNECTIONS TRIP TO
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

In February, the whole 11
grade class will be heading
to the Dominican Republic
for cultural immersion,
community service, and
learning in the developing
world. The students have
been instrumental in plan-
ning for this trip, choosing
among almost all Spanish
speaking countries after
researching widely and
making decisions as a
group. Student involve-
ment in planning helps
make this experience open
to every student in the
class while developing stu-
dent ownership for the
educational program.

SCHEDULING INNOVATIONS

With the help of students
planning over the summer,
we have purposefully re-
vised our schedule in sev-
eral ways. For the first se-
mester, we have 5 hour long
High School classes, sepa-
rating English and Social
Studies to allow for more
focused foundational stud-
ies in each subject. Second
semester goes back to hav-
ing two 90 minute blocks for
more complex, interdiscipli-
nary work in Humanities
and Sciences. We have also
simplified the weekly sched-
ule to lessen confusion and
increase academic focus.

Middle School Camping Trip

CHORUS SOARS
The wonderful Compass

chorus, under the energetic Our relationship with our lo-

direction of Julia Slone,
brings a special musical
energy to the school we

have always wished for. Itismi nst er
moving to witness the powe Afterschool Program. Every

of group singindinot only in
the harmonious sound, but
in the embodiment of much
that Compass stands faii
inclusion (with over a quar-
ter of the school repre-
sented here), discovering
and recognizing individual
talents, and working to-
gether for a common good.

COALITION OF ESSEANITI
SCHOOLS FALL FORUM

At the CES Fall Forum in Se

Francisco in November,
Compass Director Rick
Gordon presented a work-
shop on Transforming

School Climate: The Key to & studentbuilt storage shed,
School Safety, Student Moti IWO New+o-us buses, 6

vation, and Academic Re-
sults (also the title of an
upcoming book by Dr.
Gordon). The theme of this

WESTMINSTER AFRE
SCHOOL PROGRAM

cal public schools has been
enhanced by our students

serving as mentors for West- ' > s
StChntuy | N s

day for exploratory time, we [ =

send a half dozen Compass
students to the school to

help younger children with
homework tutoring and club
leadership. This service is
invaluable to Westminster in
staffing this important pro-
gram to enhance their chil-
drends educati
ence.

Stephanie playing for the Middle
School Soccer team

onal experi -

INFRASTRUCTURE IMPRE
MENTS

The list of improvements in
the facilities this year is
longfinewly paved (smooth)
driveway, new computer lab,

e Compass

mmunity helped
slowly bring me
matching vacuums, new low
flow toilets, new carpeting, tof that shell.
and many other more minor

projects. These structural arah Lepkoff

year ds conferi mprovements 00 he out -
oDemanding arsideo reflect f rably the
t hat Mat t er s . manyeducational improve-

ments oon the i de. 6

throughout the country
struggle with a range of
challenges, Compass con-
tinues to W

offer a model
of possibility
for striving
for equity
through pro-
viding a i
choice for e
students and 2k
their fami-
lies.
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CURRICULUM CORNER: ECOND TRIMESTER

Humanities
10-12 Humanities/English This semester students learned how to apply literary theory to a variety of texts, with a focus on classic and contempshary

fiction and then Shakespeareds Macbeth. Students al s obi-annualiTen MnlieoPlay st or i e

Fest at the beginning of April.
10-12 Humanities/Social Studies: Perspectives on Religion and Conffiebtudents investigated Religion through a wealth of experiences and explored the
Israeli Palestinian conflict as a way to understand why conflicts arise and how they might be resolved, and also to leamt @mol deconstruct ideas such

as nationalism, liberalism, and terrorism.

9th Seminar English This course is a chance for 9th graders to build literacy skills, read, explore their writing process, and get to know etheh as a

class. We read two novels about being teenagefseedand Catcher in the Ryeand students are writing creatively, reflectively, and analytically.

9th Seminar Social Studies The Political Compass and the ConstitutiffStudents studied the complex relationship between social and economic political
ideologies and the policies of former and current political figures. Students studied the constitution, espe-
cially the Bill of Rights, and researched and wrote legal briefs for a mock Supreme Court case in whichmmm

they considered the eighth amendment.

7-8 : The first half of the semester focused on the theme of identity artories of Ourselvesln the sec- al
ond half, we've been readingrord of the Fliesand Animal Farm examining different forms of governmentf
and Creating Utopiasdased on student imaginings of a perfect society and government. We finished th
term with Presentations of Learning, an intensive reflective writing, presentation and portfolio process.
Science

7-8: We started with a group outdoor adventure and later had a vigorous battle to decide who was the
most important scientist of all time. We followed that with an exploration in physics and simple machings
ending with Rube Goldberg contraptions. We also explored astronomy with research projects for presel
tion (video, game, or poster) at the Westminster Center School.

9th: We worked on the scientific method with an extensive experiment on pendulunWe also analyzed
demonstrations related to Boyle's Law, Archimedes Principle and Bernoulli's Law (gas laW&).now are
exploring the wonders of Newton's laws of motion.

10-12: Students stu_died ecological theory and the global environmenta_l crisis, engaging in investigations that i.n.CIUdedStudents with Cool Glasses
creating enclosed biospheres to model and observe ecosystem dynamics, observing local ecological communities, re-

searching and deconstructing global environmental problems, and creating s#fsigned final projects to illuminate Help Each Other with Math
and synthesize the ideas we worked with.

Math

Introduction to Calculus We are spending the first semester discovering the big ideas of calculubmits, derivatives, anti derivatives and the Furainental
Theorem of Calculus. The emphasis is on problesulving,physical applications, andleep, rigorous understanding.

Pre-Calculus With the new semester style the prealc class has been divided into two parts. This first half has been the traditional edics warmups with
the next half being trigonometry.

Algebra 2 Polynomials have been our lifeWe've explored how to add, subtract, multiply, divide and factor polynomia¥e've exploreccomplex numbers
and are ready to use the quadratic formula.

Algebra With units on order of operations and slope behind us, we are now studying quadratics. After graphing simple quadratiaase for understand-
ing the translation of more complex parabolas, students are mastering multiplication of binomials (FOIL) as well as therfagtof trinomials.

PreAlgebral Who knew the variabl e c o ualgebrablass hmobronghterthusiasrmadd infeliectsal cyriesityrtia@ismagh r e
exploration. We have finally surpassed fractions and are enjoying algebraic equations.

8th Grade Math We are working on surface areas and volumes ofdBnensional figures, as well as continuing work on pedgebra and algebra sHis.

7th Grade Math We began the term looking at patterns in mathematics, including visual patterns, multiplication and division patterns, segas and
functions. We now are focusing on problesolving with fractions, refreshing students' fraction skills and stretching them witial-world applications.

Spanish

7-8 Spanish 1 Students have learned so much Spanish this year through songs and classwork. The last two units we learned material thebudgnts
creating their own songs. Currently, we are enthusiastically working on pronouns, verbs, and soon students will be able &vprything they have learned

so far and form complex sentences about classmates and ourselves.

78Spanish2 Wedre | earning the ba s icdtgre with thegaoakofibecaming biingual stedenss &yt the tinme thayesid High
School. We are | earning about the geography, peopl e, a fwhictchighlights hosvsve o f
are all connected and share more similarities with each other than differences.

Spanish I We focused on the building blocks of basic conversational Spanish: common expressions, greetings, the grammar of noursdjectives, num-
bers, pronouns, and how to conjugate verbs. Students studied several vocabulary units including Autumn, the Day of the Beatipns, and Argentina.

Spanish 2 Students are expanding their knowledge of the various verb forms through work in class and individually. Students creh&ddwn

di

V

0OPocoyodé (Cartoon from Spain) skits and presented t he marthmughdrdativawritthg Spani s

projects. We are still working with Symtalk, aimed at increasing true interaction through graphic symbols. Students conbyresgband their understanding
through intense conversation and literature study during each class.

Spanish 3 In Spanish 3, students established a Spanish immersion classroom. Speaking as much Spanish as possible is the centerpig¢bis of

class. Students are learning to incorporate the two past tenses into their Spanish as they become more bilingual.

Spanish 4 Students are writing research papers in Spanish on a Hispanic culture topic and will give oral presentations on their tofitesy are learning
both the simple future and the conditional verb tenses. Over the course of the semester, students havetiimed their knowledye of Spanish adjective
rules, reviewed preterit and imperfect verb tenses, and learned an extensive list of vocabulary primarily from a unit wenlidispanic arts and crafts.



STUDENT WORK

Reflection on Alden Baptist Church Visit
Rachel Cote, Grade 10

When | went to the church, | wasn't expecting much
at all. | expected to see a group of nuts obsessing
over something | don't agree with, and that I'd feel
awkward and unwelcome.l think that was because
when | think of organized religion, I think of it as a
tradition that's usually thrust upon children like a
chore, rather than something you actually have faith
in. Also, | haven't met that many people who seem
to have faith in a supreme being, since here in New
Hampshire and Vermont, it's fairly rare to find some-
body who is very into organized religieor at least
openly.

But when | first arrived at the church, I've never felt
more welcomed in my life than right thenWe were
complete outsiders, from a different state, a differ-
ent race, different religious standpoints, yet they still
welcomed us into their place of worship with open
arms. It was a unique feeling for me.l honestly
i don't
know if
I've felt
SO ac-
cepted
in my
life.

Phi l

Ogorzal ek,

Acceptance
Eden Hubert, Grade 8

Acceptance is a special thing. Not everyone is
fortunate enough to come by it. To be ac-
cepted onto a team makes you feel great. To
be accepted amongst friendé fantastic. But
when youd6re accepted
nity |Ilike Compass, itds
world. Being a part of the Compass commu-
nity has changed me forever in so many dif-
ferent ways. Youdve
million times, but make it a million and one.
Compass has taught me to be myself, and not
try to be someone | 8&6m n
that every day is the best. | thank you for

making me feel like this.

pro

o0Laught er 6Jill Murphy, Grade 11

i nting a hunch of bpiang fo

Analysis of the Bhagavad Gita
Aaron BrookedeBock, Grade 12

"When ignorance is destroyed
by knowledge of the self,
then, like the sun, knowledge
illumines ultimate reality.”
-from the Bhagavad Gita

The idea that you need to have knowledge to
gain ultimate knowledge is interesting to con-
sider. Wouldn't it be impossible to gain some-
thing if you already require it in the first
place? Maybe just a little bit of knowledge is
needed to destroy the ignorance in the mind,
which would allow for more knowledg€elhis
seems too straightforward to understanding
what this passage means by "self" and
"reality." Knowledge of the self in this context
is different from knowledge of reality.You
need to understand who you are before you
can understand the truth behind reality.

Rinder,

To gain knowledge of the self is to under-
stand that there isn't a uniqueness to one-
self. Upon understanding this, one would be
capable of learning and understanding more
about reality, as it would no longer be shaded
from him. It is as if ignorance is a barrier that
is keeping the knowledge in, and that it is
only the knowledge itself that has the ability
to break this barrier.

see you in the

stars.

iX word memoir
How My Views of Religion Have Changed

m Ariel Temple

My basic understanding was that humans
want to act with kindness and that's why we
connect to moral storiesThe large shift in my
thinking was when | realized that religious
texts aren't necessarily telling somebody what
they should or shouldn't
do, but more like provid-

atgives sitbadion.tEach e
person that interacts with
the bible brings his or he
bosvb experiehce and id-
terpretation. | imagine
the stories themselves
obeing open td any istér-n
pretation and that they 5
are just sitting there wait-'
ing for someone to apply §w
them to something. # e

Jordan Hom,

o
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MORE STUDENT WORK

Change
Halifax Taylor, Grade 7

This has been an amazing start to a new year of a
new school. | love it here. | have benefited so much already
from it. There have also been a few struggles and difficulties,
but | learned many valuable things through them.

At my previous school, | seemed to be doing very well;
| kept my grades up, | always turned in my work, | did everything
| was asked, and | got everything | could out of my education.
Now | realize that the work | was given at my old school was too
easy for me. It was almost as if | was given work from a full
grade lower.

Now, my grades are still high, but everything is twice
as hard, because | seem to be doing what feels like two and
sometimes three grade levels higher than what | was doing last
year. This has made it a challenge to keep up with my work, but
somehow | 6m managing.

Why have | been managing? In all of these struggles
as far as education goes, | |
like a dog when you throw a bone and they always bring it bac’
I'tds | ike that f orilaveyswdmelete itl
I thrive on the challenge. | guess | always knew that, but Com
pass really brought that out for me. School has become almos
like a game or a scavenger hunt or a brainteaser. | love how
hard something may be, or how much it makes me think.

the challenge

am too great to

e regular

verage, because |
ttend Compass

chool
Kaelin SelbackBroad,

MusPIQe Ma sok |

Mina Karmen, s SlaterDixon

OBl urry [

Where | 6m From

Aliana Bloch, Grade 12

Life Is...

Brattleboro, VTia multi-faceted
town. Small, but diversé Not ra-
Told by You! cially necessarily, but in the many
You can tell your story however You want! different classifications and divi- | .
Full of Sadness, joy, fear, health, love, sweetness, heartbrealsions of people that live in such a
Signifying you will make it through everything that happens | | mi t ed physi c a =
If you believe in yourseif. what it is about the placéithe
fiMaggie Bernhard, grade 12 ancient industrial brick buildings

Life is bright confusing dark exciting
Your own, so make it yours!

Life is an uncertain absolute

Full of fluid contradicting motion,

Signifying unified purpose amongst the blind.
fiJake White, grade 12

Life is an experiment
Told by an individual

Signifying the existence of freedom of expression
fiCaitlin Greve, grade 12

layered one upon another, the
freakish assortment of people, or
even just the layout of the town,
but there is a tangible difference
about the vibe that | have never
felt anywhere el se.ChfalyspeDijaksys dNEaahds
cause | grew up here. Maybe not.
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Fortunately, here at Compass, strong relationships and creativity
are encouraged and because of this, this school has been a place
of unbelievable growth for me. Without it, | know that | would be a
completely different person today, and not in a good way. While
here, 1 6ve transformed from a
friends to a young adult who is confident enough to meet people
he has noconnection to and become their friend. When | started
here, | admired the upperclas
| feel as though | have become who | looked up to before. | re-
member the faces of almost every student whose diploma lines
the wall of the giant room,
be added to the walliiKyle Tansley, 2010 Graduate

I it

>

and |

me n .

Compass School
inspires and educates all students to develop
the knowledge, skills and personal qualities
essential to pursuing their dreams
and contributing positively to the world.

tle middle schooler with a couple
Now | &8m where they are, and
6m glad that a memor of me wil.l

Compass Chorus Debut Performance!

AN OPPORTUNITY TO G&W...AND GIVE BACK

got pregnant at 15, and | en-
dured many personal strug-

Everyone wants to have had
that ideal high school experi-
ence. You are well liked, get gles. But one of the most im-
good grades, excel in sports,  portant experiences | had at
theater, st ud e nthattimewas Coinpassé
whatever it is that motivates
you. You have great parties
where everyone has fun and no
one gets hurt or gets in trouble.
You continue to ride the breeze
of childhood innocence just a
little bit longer, until you have
to grow up, before that day

Compass School proved to be
a completely different ball of
wax, vastly different from what
I had known up until then. At
Compass, people not only
spoke about community and
respect, but they really be-

when youore of f"?v diitélqdlll.ivdit My&e ¢
up6 and have reegslookrregner& ey
was beyond superficial. |

ties. You can look back on
those days and shake your
head with a smile on your face.
Ah, to be a kid.

But not everyone has an easy
ride. For me, those years were
the most difficult years of my
life. I left my home at the age of
13 to live with a foster family. |
lost friends to car crashes and
drug overdose. My best friend

wasnot |Aagoster a
kid, badly behaved, poor stu-
dent. Maybe | was just a kid
that needed an opportunity.
Compass helped me find con-
fidence again. | learned that
being embarrassed about my
weaknesses was the wrong
way to look at it. Really | could
be excited, because right
there in front of me was an

i

extends beyond the text books to
teach a philosophy. Compass, |
know | gave you more than one
headache in my time, but your
patience paid off. | hope this is just
one of the ways | can thank you.

opportunity to grow.

When a position to be on the
reconstituted and expanded
Compass Board became avail-
able, | knew it was a way that |
could give back to a place that
had done so much for me, and |
also knew that as an insider |
could have a lot of suggestions
and ideas about how to make it
even better. As a fledgling board
member (and the first alum)
serving on the
Educational Pro-
gram Committee,

I I am so excited
to start getting
my hands dirty,
building a great
school into an
even greater
school. | strongly
believe in the
power of educa-
tion, and an edu-
cation that

fiJocelyn Peknik
2004 Graduate and
New Board Member

Art Project to Conclude
Health Week



