
 

(hope,  

not fear)  

 

 







 

I am Damian Jones II 

 

I am a funny person 

 

I am a big kid. 

 

I am a kind person 

 

I am a strong person. 

 

I am inspired by my father. 

 

I am DJ, the basketball player. 

 

JONES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DAMIAN  



 



 
MANYA  

 

I am one who finds peace in calm, hopes and dreams 

Iôm inspired by better, to get there 

I need care and support, respect and encouragement 

I give knowledge and thought, care and hope 

I believe in my experience and dreams, hopes, and trust 

I fear the unknown and uncontrolled, danger and new 

I would like to be happy and become myself, strong and 

respectful. 

  

I come from the hills of Vermont, with snow and leaves, 

dreams and trees 

I hope to be myself, with friends and family, happiness and 

respect. 

To be me. 

 

GORDON 
 





 

 

ASHANTI  

 

Ashanti is the name that I carry on my chest 

People ask me to describe myself, 

I say that Iôm blessed 

And yes, I am caring, not sharing but loving 

And when I grow up Iôll make myself into something 

 

My mother inspires me, yes she gives me hope 

I know when I need help sheôll get me off the rope 

 

And in return Iôll give her the love that she always needed 

Cause sheôs the key to this life that Iôm succeeding 

And indeed I do have faith that I wonôt stop breathing 

 

Where I come from has nothing to do with where Iôm going 

Raymond is the last name in case you didnôt know it 

And when you see me in the future, youôll say Shanti, 

 there she goes. 

 

 

 

RAYMOND  



 



 

 

 

 

 

JUMOKE 

 

Inspired by smiles from all who are near-- 

giving joy in return  

with the belief that laughter is truly the language of the soul 

 

I aspire to become the muse that 

inspires soul mates to communicate 

 

Scared of being alone 

 

I feed my need for interaction 

with performing, teaching, learning, and loving 

 

With dreams of unassisted flight  

I aspire to become one with air, earth, and water 

(fire is a little hot for me) 

 

But first, I must be One with myself. 

 

Moke Man--Bro J 

 

 

AJANKU  



 



ELLIOTT  

 

 

I am a fly on a wall 

I wonôt tell if you fall 

Iôm laid back, donôt care 

if you attack 

But Iôll bite back under 

enough pressure. 

 

I will listen if you talk 

Iôll talk if you listen 

I will forget a sorrow  

as long as it doesnôt follow 

me around. 

 

I will welcome a friends and 

you with open arms as long 

as you donôt pull them out. 

Iôm understanding but 

my understanding will turn 

into a fist or sharp words 

if you bite. 

 

I will roll with the ball, move 

with the flow 

Sometimes they call me 

Paco or Ell but rarely can you tell me 

when Iôm happyé 

Iôm Elliott 

 

 

TURNER 
 





MARQUISE  

Just Let Me Be Me 

 

A hyperactive young adult who is very energetic 

is who I am 

Do people call me crazy when they see me acting goofy? 

Laughing is what I hear when you find 

what I find funny  

 

Running though grass is what I see  

Me needing to know why people arenôt as energetic  

as me is necessary 

A hyperactive young adult whoôs very energetic 

is me being me 

 

While pretending to be a cheetah  

I feel the grass on my legs and itôs very itchy 

the forest leaves run through my hands as 

Iôm leaping over the branches 

 

Worrying that Iôm too hype and will do something 

dangerous is what I do 

When people slow me down because they think Iôm 

moving too fast makes me cry 

Being very energetic and hyperactive is what I 

like to do 

 

I understand that I do run really fast 

all I can do is let myself be 

Dreaming to be energetic for the rest of my life is 

what I do 

It is hard to understand why people arenôt like 

me 

Let other people be themselves is what Iôm hoping 

for 

A hyperactive and very energetic young 

adult  

is just me being me. 

 

MALLOY  



 



 

 

 

LEONNA  

 

Leonna is my name 

Dancing and playing basketball is my game 

This is how I work things: 

 

Connexions leadership academy is my range 

Iôm being the best I can be 

I believe that I will succeed 

I am a leader and not a follower 

I grew up to be wiser. 

 

I come from Baltimore Maryland and 

am inspired by my mother, her burden. 

I need air to breathe 

and the love that I receive 

 

I give love to my family 

I am afraid that I will not be carried 

I will become a professional 

dancer or basketball player 

and help others to reach the air 

 

Hopes and dreams are real to me. 

This is my story of Leonna, 

known as Le-Le. 

 

 

ELLIOT  



 



RICK  

 

Iôm smart, Iôm tart, too little, too much. 

Inspired by dreams, of change and hope and a better place. 

I need to remember, it is not always to be. 

Or not in this time, this space. 

To give my best, to give a laugh, to not get down, to not give up. 

I believe what is...is good. 

But can it be better? 

Should it be? 

If only...or if not? 

I fear we will not try, 

But do we try too hard? 

Do I make the world better? 

Raise dreams, raise hopes, raise possibility? 

Or does building up mean tearing down? 

Is this what I want to be? 

From fire and evil and injustice 

giving in, accepting didnôt save a soul. 

I hope I am better. 

With the wisdom to know when to fight and when to be at peace. 

Grant me the grace... 

 

GORDON 

 



 



BRENDAN 

 

I can be many things-- 

a cynic, a hippie, atheistic Jew, gamer 

(ohmyGod Iôm getting self conscious again)é 

 

Anyway, I believe in the goodness and compassion of the 

human spirit 

and, with that said, I also believe in ñreality.ò 

 

I am inspired by people like Gandhi, who have achieved 

inner peace. 

 

The two things that I can say I am afraid of are squids and 

octopuses 

(yes, I know it is irrational) 

 

I would like to become a political revolutionary, an inspirer 

of a massive movement. 

Yes, I have a dream! 

 

Where do I come from? 

Well, a conservative redneck town in Connecticut would be 

a simple answer 

(but thatôs a discussion for another time). 

 

 

 

McPHERSON 




