(hope,
not fear)




13 ALL ABOOT A CHANGE-
A XCHANGE,

A change In our expectaiions, a change in the way we relate e
m..ndhwwcdomb“hthlsworﬂ.mmm
we open the deers and let the wind blew threugh.

This collection of personal axpression reflects a greup of Individuals whe
know ovursalves mere new because we know each ofher. We have guthered

op pieces of one another and patched them tegether In cur minds and
hearts.

I-You-Us-Them
COMBINED
PATCHWORK=PEACEWORK

We ware separwte: black and white, erban and rural, concrete and green.

We met op on each other’s turf and turned these places inteo Commeon Greund.
WRWIMHQHmwwkhgtuhrdnndmmm
teo much funl Putting tegether a performance for a smewy dag... Erging o gat

seme sleep In the teo-still country or the feo-busy eity...sledding... dancing

throvgh Baltimere...sharing words, dance, seng, art, our scheols, eur
naighborheeds, our forests... cvbtlngthwgbhnscnddlswmm
and resching ovt teo ONDERSTAND.

D® WE ONDERSTAND NOW?
B chores of every voice. This is how demecracy happens.
This is how we are bealing ewr mnation.
We have opened up a circle, a cycle, a track for others o Follow...
We are all changing from the inside owt.

Leok. Listen. Feal.

Yhis is whe we are.

We are the ones making the change.
S ORNEXIONS-COMPASS
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MANYA
| am 6ne who finds peace in calm, h(;’pes and dreams
| Om i ns lpettemteglet:[rhnege \,
| need care and support, respect and encouraéiament
| give knowledge and thought, care and hop
| believe in my experience and dreams, hopes, and trust
| fear the unknown and uncontrolled, danger and new
| would like to be happy and become myself, strohg and

respectful.

| come frorrj;x the hills of Vermont, with snow and leaves,

: dreams and trees

9 hope to be rﬁyself, with friends and family, happiness and
respect.

To be me

. GORDON
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JUMOKE

Inspired by smiles from all who are nea¥-
giving joy in return
with the belief that laughter is truly the language of the soul

| aspire to become

But first, | must be One with myself.

Moke Man--Bro J







ELLIOTT

| am a fly ona wall

| wonot tell I f you f all

| 6m | ai d back, donot car i
if you attack

But | 61 | bite back under

enough pressure.

| will listen if you talk

|l 611 talk i f you I|listen
| will forget a sorrow
as |l ong as it doesnodot f ol
me around.

| will welcome a friendsaind
you with open arms as long
as you doné6t pul
| Om under standi
my understanding will turn
into a fist or sharp words
if you bite.

I t hem ou
ng but

| will roll with the ball, move
with the flow
Sometimes they call me
Paco or Ell but rarely can you tell me
when | dm happyeé
| 6m EI | i ot

TURNER






MARQUISE
Just Let Me Be Me

A hyperactive young adult who is very energetic
is who | am Y
Do people call me crazy when they see’me acting goofy?
Laughing is what | hear when you find
what | find funny \
Running though grass is what | see %
Me needing to know why peopl e ar
as me is necessary
A hyperactive young adult whoos
IS me being me

While pretending to be a cheetah
| f eel the grass on my | egs an
the forest leavesun through my hands as

| 6m | eaping over the branch

Worrying that |16dm too hype and
dangerous is what | do
When people slow me down becaus
moving too fast makes me cry
Being Very energetic and hyperactive is what |
< like to do
| understand that | do run really fast
all I can do is let myself be
Dreaming to be energetic for the rest of my life is
what | do :
It is hard to understand why p
me
Let other people be themsel ves
for
A hyperactive and very energetic young ‘
© adult '
IS just me being me.

MALLOY
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LEONNA

Leonna is my name
Dancing and playing basketball is my game
This is how | work things:

Connexions leadership academy is my range
| Om being the Dbest
| believe that | willsucceed
| am a leader and not a follower
| grew up to be wiser.

| come from Baltimore Maryland and
am inspired by my mother, her burden.
| need air to breath
and the love that | receive

| give love to my family
| am afraid that | will not be carried
| will become a professional
dancer or basketball player
and help others to reach the air

Hopes and dreams are real to me.

This is my story of Leonna,
known as Lele.

ELLIOT
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BRENDAN

| can be many things
a cynic, a hippie, atheistic Jew, gamer
(ohmy God | 6m getting self ¢

Anyway, | believe in the goodness and compassion of the
human spirit
and, with that said, |  al s

| am inspired by people like Gandhi, who have achieved
iInner peace.

The two things that | can say | am afraid of are squids and
octopuses
(yes, Iknow it is irrational)

| would like to become a political revolutionary, an inspirer
of a massive moveme
Yes, | have a dream!

Where do | come from?
Well, a conservative redneck town in Connecticut would be
a simple answer
(but t hat 6sanathedtimg)l.c ussi on f

McPHERSON






